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j ALAYSIAN women ef
first politicised in the

| World War 11. The
-change. of rulers, from British to
Japanese, awakened the iocal popu-

lation to the possmﬂlty of thBII‘ oW1

liberation.

Nevertheless, women' frem dif-
ferent ethni¢ communities could only
express the meaning of nationalism -
within their segregated eultural and

historical contexts.

~Although Malay; Chmese and
Indian women were all able to active-

1y participate in. nationalist move-
‘ments, they did not have the ideal of
| Shared nation-state and neither
were they united in strategy

The “nation” at that time was not

neeessarﬂy the physical ground upon .

which onesstood..The;concept of
nationalism was really about the
liberation of each other’s notion of a
“homeland” It was less to do with

~building a new and 'tmited temtery'

of belonging.

| For Malay Women nabenahsts the |
concept of the Malaya-Raya or a_
greater Malayszawlndenesm entity was

considered the more natural option.
| For Chinese and Indian women,

loyalty was still largely attached to

an original homeland. The e{}ﬁeept*

of a national citizenship was a new
‘notion and for them, British Malaya
was merely an adm1mstratwe unit,
if not -an-'ambiguous _idea'.'-of ’EeI'Tit0~—
ry.

. F{}r Malay women the rise of lef-
leaning Malay political movements.
“soon after the end of World War IT

was one of the avenues which afford-
ed thein non-traditional roles.
The Malay Nationalist Party

(MNP) was one of the first pohheal :

parties to establish a women’s wing,
-~ known as the Angkatan Wanita Sedar
~ (Awas - Force of Awakened Wemen),
in 1946. |

Altheué;h eremen were 1argely |

recruited for populist mobilisation,
strong and outstanding women
-emerged from thzs pelmeal ergan1~

all ethnicities were"’“’_

turbulent years of

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING

PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

DATE: 2#/08 / 2007

'''''''''
........

sation. Aishah Ghani, who became
one of the leaders of Wanita Umno,
~Sakinah Junid who led PAS, and
- Shamsiah Fakih who became a
-prominent Malay member of the
‘Cominunist Party of Malaya (CPM)
-_L,fall started-off with: Awas as thezr train-
ing ground.. - - .
- In 1948, the MNP and its women’s
and youth wings were banned. The
British Military Administration,

which resumed control of Malaya fol-

lowing Japan’s defeat, considered it
to be predapanese leﬁlst and mlll-
tank. - | I
‘Tn 1947, the Pereatuaﬂ Kaum Ibu -

(PKI) also came into being. Tts main

S Abdul Rahnaddressesa gathermg of Kaum kaum Ibu -
M- ,(Umno womenswmg) in sungat Petam Kedah -

~CPM.
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sheets ef the system in Chme. S me
Chinese-women joined the anarchist

| mevement, after the one in China and.

many more beeame members of the

leew;lse Indlan Women in the

-"ceumry ]emed pelmeal movements
that emanated from India. In 1941,

when Subash Chandra Bose formed
the Indian National Army (INA),

Indian women in Malaya Were
- recruited to be part.of the army’s
Rhani ef Jansi Reglment They trav—

role was to complement and sup- -

“port the newly established Umno.
The PKI later evolved as. Wanita-

Umno. -

. The early phase ef women’s’
involveinent in Umno was not sim-
ply one of compliance to male

.dominance. Khatijah Sidek, who Was,,_
elected head of the womens wing

in 1954, was one of the first leaders -
to question gender dISpaI’lty within.
-'the party.

She demended thet mere Wemen

be represented in party demsmn—mak- .
ing bodies and that more women be -
nominated to contest for: seats. She
did pay a price for this and was ulti-

mately expelled from the party. .

Among Chinese women, it was
their schooling experience which
. influénced their political involvement. .

- Chinese schools were then direct off- -

| MalaySIa s second cabmet Wthh mcluded | the first woman mmlster.Tun b
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- elled-to Burma to make thelr way mto -~

India. -
~ Thefirst trammg camp fm' women
“was set up in Singapore where Dr
Lakshmi Swaminathan, an Indian

doctor was practising, She was put

"in charge of the ﬁghtmg and nurs-
. ing units. - |
- Infact, se stmng Was the fervour,_ -
- against colonialism (in India rather
than Malaya) that Janaki Davar from-

“Kuala Lumpur, a mere 17-year-old, - ;
‘was inspired to 5ign up as a soldier:
- with the INA despite mzt;tal reszstanee

~ from her parents.

Although the above involve: &
ments were inspired by a common - |
. anti-colonial sentiment, the mobili- - §
fSEl’[lOII was still forged along an eth-
me—dmt[:t]%et platform and did notpro-- |

ugh opportunity for all

vide e
women to build a universal bond.

It was only after the end of Werld-' -
“War I1 that the political strugglee for:-_- _-
“unity and the building of a common -
. Malayan naion toek off-4n a.com=
" certed way. However, a multi-racial
“political strategy was sull net an‘-ﬁ

~aecepted norm.
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Independenee of Malaya Party, set up
in 1951 by Datuk Onn Jaafar,

Multi-racial pehtleal parlles Whlch ~ regardless of sex. It did not survive

took account of women’s rights
were not: p()pular For example, the
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promised equal opportunities for a]l

beyond one year of existence;

Another failed attempt atbuilding

a multiracial party was in 1954 when

- the Parti Negara (Né ational Party) was
.~ launched, It, too, promlsed equal
pay for equal work and equal
- opportunities for women but Wﬁh no '

electoral success. .
-The nen—e{}mmunal Pe:{1~Malaya}:1
Labour Party included a-“Women’s

.. Charter” initiated-by Mrs B. H. Oon,

- Malaya’s first woman lawyer ThlS
& pariy was also shortlived.
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Fatlmah Hashtm who was the Mmister of General Welfare in 1969
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Campaigns around’ women 3

~ rights did not necessarily lead to

women’s unity. across creed and.
belonging. Political mobilisation was

4  based upon ethnic identity, a reality
_that has endured ml today
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