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A Iarge crowd of women e bowmg theur way te'vote at a pellmg statlon
~in Mersing, Jeher dunng the first genera! electiens in Maiaya m 1955 The
Alhance wen 51 parllamentary seats eut of 52 e
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IS THE participatioho‘f wemen'ih "

- politics and political life an accurate
-and adequate indicator of gender
equallty and empawerment ina
country? Apparentlyso. -

‘The participation of women in Qar-
liament is one of the three indicators -
of the Gender Empowerment
‘Measure actording to the Umted
Nations Develepment Report.

. Not only that, it is also assumed
that there should be at least a critical
- mass of 30% of women in high places
S0 that, as decision makers, they can .
 make changes towards gender
equality. -

| Accordmg te this quantttatlve
- Index then; are women politically -
~ empowered in Malaysra’? Not really .
. as after 50 years of mdependence
- women make up only 9.6% of the
- House of Representatives, 6% in state
~assemblies, 9% of cabinet mmrsters
and com prise 10% of total members -
local authority coufcils.
Nonetheless they do make up 30%
of the total senators in the country.
1t has indeed been a siow and -
arauous climb for: Mataysuanwamen
ta gam political representatlon
- The perenn;al questten IS why are
there so few women in political . -
. office2Are women not interested in -
petztrcs? if they are znterested what
are the barriersto their partrcrpatron?

Actualty itisa myth that women: -

do not aartscrpate in-politics.Wormen

- comprise: around 50% of the mem- -

bershlp in-both the ruling and eppe-
-sition polrt;cal partres The women's
-and Puteri wings of Umno, MCA'and. -
MIC have beemn active, untrrmg and -
loyal supperters of their respectme
- parties and.are ‘often Seen.cam-

paignmg heuse-te-house dunng elec— |

-tion time, come rain or shine.
The three women Members of

. Parliament of DAP have been eurtew :

vocal in champlonmg women:s
‘issues ‘in- the - Dewan ‘Rakyat.
Apparenﬂy DAP and Parti'Keadifan
- Rakyat have passed a resolution
~towards achlevmg 30% women's par-

trczpa’aeh in leadership pee:txens rn

- their respective: parties. |
/Yet many barrrers hamper
/wemerr S journey tewaras political

~leadership positions. Mug
~are n the nature of how politics is. -
- experienced -and practised in
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“in-public if they openly aspire to

| pehtrcai power. -

‘Nonetheless, does increased

‘women'’s representation auto-

matrcany transiate into mcreased

- women 's rights?

women'’s groups in Malays.-‘,la have
been asking for at least a 30%

_representatlon of women in decision

‘making positions and in political
!eadershze But we all know that
_increasing women's partlctpatlon in -

- elected office does not guarantee
thelr automatic transformation inte

~ advocates for women 'S rlghts and
empowerment 8 |
“The debate over the queta system

| Wlthln the women's: movement has

been intense as some of the women -

~who have been elected, for example,

In lndra or-Pakistan, have been little
‘miore than representatwes of their
men folk-who are the wealthy or
politically corrupt In'the area under __
. contestation. : :

However, over ttme some of
these women. have become.
- politically savvy and have started

- asserting their own agenda, whichis
~.usually that:of rural develepment .

Alarmed. ‘by- this, 'some -male -
“politicians are demandmg that the

.:.._.quo'ta system be abolished as itis.

detrrmental totheirculture!l -~ .
. To be sure, the quota system .
should be viewed as a temporary
measure and Shou!d notbea p!ay 10

- garner votes from women. It isbuta
rOute ‘towards  the  structural -
transformation of secrety ta abolish
-gender mequahty -
- The recently - unfurled 9th

-_,_;-'Ma!.ays;a Plan has finally endorsed-a

~-30% policy for women'’s participation
irrdecision makmg in ali sectors of
“society. It remains to be seen how
-~ legislative and policy instruments will..
- be utilised-t0 ensure” that th:s

. __percentage is-achieved. -

At-the end of the day, the most
rmpartant aspect is to have. aolrtrcai |
representatives, whether men or™
~women; who have their constituen-
cy and Malaysian society at heart. .

“But to start with, political parties -

have to assure therr supporters that -

they are- pre -active regarding.
-women's interests. They.ean do this -
“ by adopting a Gender Equality and-

- Women's Rights Platform that will -

1 of these™ maddress gender-and other forms of

~social mequahty in the country and |
- by ensuring that there are sufficient .

Maiayma if-not at the global level.~ - quality women representatives atthe

“Politics is still a maie-dominated -

~macho.world where thosewhohave. -

~ financial resources and political back- -~
~_ing'have a head start in thé “race”.
Not havmg much econemzc "
_ resotirces to start with: womeh are .

caught inaquandary. -

- Further, their. physical and moral
. -apace to seek political endorsement
areseverely.constrained by tradition.

) -_and culture. Their roles as'good moth-
ers and good women areeuesnened

hrghest Ievels of gevernance
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