IF Tun Abdul Razék Husseinfhad

wished for more time during his -

final days at work to implement

- his pla.ns he would be pleased to

know that-not only is hJs legacy

alive, most of them come under
the stewardship of his son.

It is a strange twist of fate that

Malaysia’s second prime minis-
ter, hislife cut short hy leukaemia,
would have'his aspirations for the
couniry continued by hJs eldest
son, Najib.

The irony is, he did not want

. nd

M6 10 be a politician,” says Najib- -

as he recalls how he had, at 22,
just started out as an executive in
Petronas when his father died in a
London hospitalin 1976.

“He wanted me to be an ac-
countant, to be like the late Raslan
- (Mohamed Raslan Datuk Abdul-
lah was accountant-general and
the first chairman of Bank Bu-
miputra, who died in a car crash
in 1971). - -

“At that time, he was very much
info-creating a new generation of
Bumiputera entrepreneurs and
technocrats and was anxious for
- me to join the ranks of corporate
leaders.

“That’s what he had in mmd for
me. He didn't encourage me to
' “enter politics.” .

But Najib knew that the ca]lmg
was inherent. Like his father, he
had felt the need to work and care
for his people ::md country at an
early age. ~

Unlike his father he didn’t

show it.

Razak, on the other hand, had
been a political activist from
young. Growing up poor in a kam-
pung near Pekan had given him
the resolve to change the lives of

jrura,l- folk.

Thus begun his crusade as a

freedom fighter, first when he

enrolled as a member of Watani-
ah, the secret anti-Japanese re-
sistance  force . durmg the

Japanese Occupation in 1941-45

and then as secretary of the
Malay Society

while reading law in London: 111

‘the late 1940s. -

Together with Tunku Abdul-
 Rahman, as president, he would -

organise forums and- talks-—on -

of Great Britain,
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His foray mto p0|ltICS may have been unplanned but
Datuk Seri Najib Razak's pedlgree has more than

prepared him for the inevitable journey that is almosf
SImllar to hls father’s, writes AISHAH ALI

-no and depﬁty primé -minister,
likewise Najib who is - Umno
~ deputy ‘president is nnw deputy

prime minister.

And had he ever thought what -

he’d be todayifhe rema,med in the
corporate world? Najib says he
does not like to look back.

He was home in Kuala Lumpur _
- could finish his work.

“My father had also'to deal mth
the pnhucal challenges he was

after graduating in industrial eco-

- nomics from the University of Not-

tingham, England, when news.of
hlS father 5% dea,th was -an-

gﬂ@d—gﬁverﬁaﬁcﬂ and ra.{ual har--
mony.

This fnrnudahlgg partnerslup_
would continue and the talks
would escalate, as we knowit, toa -
point when the duo went down in
history as architects of indepen-
dence. - -

Razak had consistently proven

to be an able and lnyal number

two until he became prime minis-

ter in 1970 when Tunku stepped -

down.

If Najib was initially uncertain
~about stepping into his father’s

shoes, he has emulated him step
for step, journeying through a
similar political path as his father.
Razak served as state secretary
of Pahang before = becoming

menteri besar from 1955-56, Na-
jib ‘became menteri besar from
1982-86; Razak was minister of

educa.tmn frm:n 1956-57, Najib
held the same portfolio hetween
1995-99; Ra,za.k was minister of

defence from-  1957-1959, Najib .

assumed that portfolio in 1990-
95, and was appointed to the post
againin 1999, serving till now.
Both father and son served as
Umno Youth leader. Later, Razak
became deputy president of Um-
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“I was pretty shaken up,” here-
calls. “I thﬂllJ lt this cﬂuldn thap _
pen. '

“T Iméﬁv he was ill but there was

some indication that he was re-
covering and ‘it ‘was during this

time that I could see his determi-
nation to get better so that he

facing.

. “He Wanted time to dn these
things and I know how much it

meant to him to get better.”

Razak’s death was a thW to thé

natu:m
Naj ib was almust lmmech&tel

' persuaded to contest in his fa,-

ther’s constituency of Pekan in the

i general election that year.

“I'was at a crossroads. I knew I
was oo young to take the plunge
into the deep end of the pool. I
could have de:clded nthemse I

pose, I knew the inherent rlsks

fP entering politics. -
“But my inner feelings told me

that I would want to enter pnhncs'

at some point, so why not then? -
“In any case, Umno is a. party

that practises democracy and you

“have to contest at.every general

- election. If you do not measure up,
you will get the 51gnals to. prepare

ynur exit.

“So 1 a[:ce- ted the challenge
thatI'd either smk or swim.”

Intuitively, it was in his fathér s

people pnhtu:s that he sought

guidance. |
‘His father’s friendliness and

warmth- have left him and his

brothers a lasting impression.
Razak was a caring father and

.despite his hectic " routine, he

in boar

‘the beauty of it was

wmﬂd make time for hJs famﬂ _
* “When my brothers and I were
ding school in England he
would write to us regularly.

“Life in a public school was

_ rather austere.

“We had:to cﬂmmnmcate but

‘they didn’t allow you the use of
| telephnnes unless necessary. - - -

“So we wrote to each other us-
mg aerogrammes; and 1t cost only
40 sen each.

“He would ﬁrﬁte ha,f.:k He had

- beautiful handwriting.

“He was a peopie person. He ai-
ways had time  for the common
man.

“l remember him “alwa yS
menggamit (gesture of ac]ﬁnuwl— .

~ edgement with his hand) to the
 people whenever we entered the

gate of Sri Taman (the official res-
idence of the prime minister).

“They would be waiting to see

~ him and he W{)Uld tell a.ll ﬂf them- _

to come in. _
“There would a.lwa.ys he a guest

- for lunch because he had thls eX-

tensive network.
“He was so well—cnnnected and

hat he had a
wonderful, -almost phutngra,phm'

“memory of faces as well as how

one is connected to the other.
“For instance, he knew that ﬂ:us

'penghlﬂu is the son of that person

and.he also knew mhmately the
background Df the penple he was

- dealing with.

It was a great asset fnr a politi-
cian, says Najib. -
- But Malaysia is d]fferent to-

.day By this he means the coun-

has evolved rapidly, so

.much so that the complexities
of issues, not least, race rela-

tions, require more sophisti-.
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One from the album. The Razak brothers (standing from left) Naz:m Nallb Ahmad Johari and leam w:th Nazw standing just behind Tun
Abdul Razak Hussein and Tun Rahah Mohd Noah.

cated handling.

In this, Najib is seen as a moder-
ate, for his frequent stress on
racial unity and power sharing.

“I believe that's the only way
forward for us. We can’t go our
separate ways. There must be a
sense of togetherness that we are -
one big family.”

‘He says the spirit and philoso-
phy behind rural development
and the New Economic Policy are
still valid and he believes in
them. _

“But we have to adapt to new
realities. We should help Bumi-
puteras who are deserving but we
must also help non-Bumiputeras.

“Bumiputeras should compete
so that the best will emerge.

“T also think that we must not

denynon-Bumiputeras and thatis
why itis becoming easier for them
now to secure places in universi-
ties. _

“I've seen the figures reflect
this. I think the complaints we are
hearing are no longer about get-
ting places in local universities but
being sent to universities abroad
on Public Service Department
scholarships.

“Thad liberalised and globalised
the system when I was education

minister.

“We have more private univer-
sities, colleges, {training pro-

grammes and a whole range of

educational facilities that
available now. s

“The whole landscape
changed.” -
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Taking Felda as an example, Minister Detuk Seri Abdullah
Najib says the agency, started by Badawi to be put in charge ef Fel-
Razak as one of the poverty da. )
eredlee,tmn schemes, IS gemg “I wanted it for persenal as well
global. as professional reasons.

“The sky is the limit for Felde. It Itruly believe I can make a dif-
IS an ergameetlen that is well-- ference for Felda.”
managed and we've fulfilledaso-  Chances are, what he has
cio-economic obligation by giving  achieved with Felda would have
land to the landless and helpingte been some of the things on
‘eradicate poverty. ‘Razak’s mind. B

“We've touched the lives of al- But as with the legacies he left
- most one million people. The next = behind as Bapa Pembangunan,
stage for Feldais te g0 g]ebal 2 the best is his own flesh and blood

For Najib, Felda has become a  — the illustrious Razak brothers,
passion because it is strongly Najib, Datuk: Ahmad Johari, Mo-
identified with his father. hamed Nizam, Mohamed Nazim

That is why despite hee.chﬂg 30 and Datuk Nazir. — Merdeke
cabinet committees ranging from  Press Secretariat S
cleanliness of toilets to heavy in- e ===
vestments, Najib asked Prime M aishahali.ishak@yahoo.com
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