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‘from development projects, di
“also mcIu_de ma]or contrlbuthns t_o sports

seme of is ac ievements . -

contributian 0 Sparts because he e e TR |
hved in the shadow of 1T Abdul P
- Raln "ha,na ?ly tlcie time he- tgt;}{ over 11: ?-_e encouraged
Was short:lived,” remarked Universi-- ey B

~of Malaya’s Professor Emerltus non' mese tO

" play bas'

.aml;K]%l"lll?S{‘; K&y | etba"
- Abdul' Rahman Putra H&Zak Was a and table tennls. .-

~ passionate lover of sports; He | played -

_apivotalrolé in Malaysian Sport_s_ He ' . _
~was’ tlﬁe' tpre&dent Erf the 901 mpic- Razak l|ke Unk_u‘,r
-Council o Malaysm om: 1959 until - £
lnsdeathm 1976, __saw thevame g
“He .also- headed the Malayszan - ‘spnorts in unifvina
Hockey Fedemtlon fmm 1957, t@ SPOI'tS n um, e
Tn hackey Razak prowded leader-, S 3 TR
shlp, pushing the sport to world level. f. »

In. 1975, Ma,la,ysm finished: fourth n. LT T e
the thjrd Warldf;Cup held in Kua;la o e e
Bazak uleft the da uto-da,y runmng e R
ofthe association to Raja Azlan Shah - L
_(now Sultan Azlan Shah) and the late . - sociations. Tun Ghafar Baba, Datuk
Datuk Dr Aziz Durairatnam. Harun Idris, Tan Sri Mohamed Khir

Johari, Tun Ghazali Shafie, Tan Sri -
‘Khaw Kai Boh, Tun Tan Slew Sin, Tan -
| - Sri Michael Chen, Tan Sri Hamzah -
Kuala' Lumpur, is named - after hlm_ Abu Samah and Tan Sri Senu Abdul
‘and the Malaysian  Hockey Federa- - Rahman were names synonymous
tion has an annual Razak Cup mter-. o Wlth sports. -
state hockey tournament, "~ o ’I’unku and Razak were a different
Razak was also mst:rmnental m breed They weré sportsmen them-

‘Razak’s contribution to hﬂckéy has
n&t gone unnoticed.- The country’s
first Astroturf Stadium in Jalan Duta,

"formmg the Malaysian hockey team selves, They were keen gelfers, both  twice hosted the SEAP Games. (now - were simpler. It was fun, honour and ﬁ]]mg one of his dreams — a Hall of

played soccer and hockey in theircol-
lege days during an era of sports for
'sports sake. There Was no money in

-in Britain while studymg law in 1947
and was its captain. L
iat made the dlﬁ'erence * com-

" méﬁted Datuk Ho Koh- Chye ‘who it,” added Khoo. -
coached the celebrated 1975 World Razak also used sperts asa Vehlcle
Cup hockey team. “Tunku-and Razak  to spread the gospel of unity,

- In the aftermath of the 1969 race
riots,-he saw sports as an excellent”

knew what sperts was because they:
avenue to create a united soaety His

| were involved init.”
Razak also enceur&ged his ca.bmet-
cn]leagues to hold posts in sports as-
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admnustratmn dwmpla,yed commu-
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'_':he late Prime Mmlstermi'bdul Razak’s Iegacr. to the nation, apart S
lomatic progress and other milestones,
ANDF 1 looks at R

nal Speris clubs and events. S

“He encouraged non-Chmese to
pla'y basketball and table tennis. Con- .
~certed effort was made to organise
. events such as the rion-Chinese table
* tennis’ champmnslups ‘Razak;" hke
Tunku saw the value of sports in uni-

ying the races,” said sports aficiona-
o°Tan Sri P. Al&gendra who served

"'imder Razakin the Malaysmn Hock

ey Federation. . * - -

- “Fremember hlm as a dlsczphnarx-
~an and an exemplary person of one
wh{} practised true sportsmanshlp

Alagendra recalled that in the
1966 Asian ‘Games -in Bangkok, .
Ra.zak displayed - great .sportsman-
shlp Malaysm had lost to India 1-0 .
-~ and the team management felt it was
~dubious decisions by the Japanese
- umpiré that let Malaysia down. They
pmceeded tofilea protest.

- “Razak stepped in and directed us
to accept the principle that the um-
pire’s decision is final and should be
respected- - R

‘Word soon sprea.d in  the sporting
commumty and Razak’s gentlemanly
“gesture’ became the talking point -
‘among the participating countries.

‘Razak also knew the mtema,tmnal

~ prestige attached in hosting interna-

“tional sporting events. Durmg his
‘tenure as OCM president, Malaysia -

SEA Games] —in1965and 1971.

Malaysia also Play ed ‘host to the
heckey World Cupin 1975 and the fa-
mous Muhama,d Ali-Joe Bugner
“heavyweight boxing match.

“He felt Malaysia should not jHSt
pam(:lpate but also org&mse interna-
ta{mal spartmg events sald Ala,gen-s

Durmg hlS tenure 111 sports

Mala,ysm also competed in fnur
- Olympics, ~ four - Commonwealth
~ Games, four Asian Games and eight
SEAP Games, and it was the halcyon
days of Malaysmn sports: when the ',

-~ country remained supreme in athlet-

- ics, football, hockey, badminton.
“There were less quarrels and pet- -

. tyinfighting then. Simply because the

leadership was firm and the times

- national pride that-was the motivat-
-ingforce,” said Datuk R. Yegeswaran
-a double international; C

‘Razak also initiated the Nangnal
Sports Awardsin 1966 honouring the
- best Male and Female Athlete.

“He'graced the event and Iremem- -

ber fondly his words of encourage- -
ment. Indeed, he did the Jog

et with -
“methat mght Very spﬂrtmg, aidM

." B ' . g T

RaJ amam ‘the ﬁrst remplent Of the
-award. a

Rajamam and Dr M. Jegathesan
were crowned the maugilral winners
" for their success in the 1966 Asian

“Games in Bangkok — she for winning

. the gold in'the 400m and Jegathesan

for scoring a treble inthe "100m,

200111 and 4x100m SR
“However, Razak dled mthout ful-

Fame which he mooted in 1970.
‘It was to showcase the rich a:nd
~colourful ‘heritage of Malaysxan

_sports dating back to pre-war.

“I sincerely hope the glermus
‘sporting past will be cherished and
treasured by the future generatmn
The answer is a sports museum,’
said Khoo a promment hlStGI‘laIl
lumse]f ' |
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