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|ust happen on

- Aug 31, 1957 It
‘was the -
culmmation of a

- series of events,
talks and protests
- from the 1940s till
the 1950s. A
 Buta’ recalls the
Iate 1940s in
London where the
young Tunku

Abdul Rahman andf

Abdul Razak
‘Hussein held
~political
_dlscussmns N
P. SELVARANI
wntes

= " ——— e

tTHE cold and drearmess of au-" N |

- ~tumn-can be a depressmg experi- -

Fortlmately for Ann the close—'
- knif commumty of Malayan stu- .-

‘Cig ku X

- .- ence for any young Woman alone'l
** inaforeign-country;
cooc. Andwhen 20~year-old cadet f
.;i-welfare officer " Ann
. rivedin London one autumn dayin -
S 948 to pursue a course in special

educat[on there was no one she

" missed more ‘than her parenfs,

C L.A Majeed and SOph1a Abdul

dents in Britain was there for her.
- And among them was a youn

. prince from Kedah whom they af- -

fectionately called “Pak Engk:u”' N
- (Tunku Abdul Rahman).
- There was also the young (sec-'e-_
~ond ‘prime minister Tan)- Abdul

- Majeed. ar-

e

Razak Hussein and = (former

Kepala Batas MP Datuk) Mo-— N
| hamed Sopiee Sheikh Ibrahim.
- “Anyone meeting Pak Engku for
the first time, would have nnmedl-
~ately found him endearing,’
'Datuk Ann as she recalls her first
‘meeting with Tunku Abdul Rah-
~man who was then in London to be

called to the Bar.

“He was warm, generous and'
jolly, with a nnschlevous sense of
__humour to boot

'says

And when you are alone ina
forelgn couniry forthe first time, it -

g “is ‘'such a- comfort’ knowmg that‘:'"
thereis someone who cares about"_,

your welfare. -

- “Pak Engku ﬁlled the role of fa-
ther figure.”

Amn beheves Tunku took a spe-
_Clal interest in her because she -

- Was undertakmg what was con--
51dered an-odd course at that t1me

— spec1al education with parttcu-

R lar emphasis on the blind.

- ter.

| 1ster Tunku spotted her ]mmg up |

“Heeven had a mckname for me'
- Czkgu Buta (blind teacher). And

that is what he continued to call me
‘even after he became prnne nnms

L

She remembers how once on a
visit to Kelantan as the prime min-

" Datuk Ann Majeed says Tunku and her parents strengthened her values and commitment to society.

. .
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Datuk Ann Ma eed (seated thll’d from left) w:th fellow Malayan -
- students (from left) Zulkifli Hashim, Rahmah Hamzah and Abdul Razak
Hussem durmg a meetmg w:th Lady and Lerd Ogmore in London. -

w1th some heads of deparnnent to
| greet him. -

~ “The minute he saw me, he Sald
Oh Cikgu Buta pur ada disini!”

- “l was so embarrassed but my
husband (Datuk Dr Mohd Noordin
~ Keling) told me 1 should be flat-

- tered because he still remembered- -'

old friends.”
- For students ona hmlted budget
in Britain, Tunku was a source. of
omfort and reliefin many ways.

“Tunku loved cooking~and he "

had a story for just-about every

~dish he cooked And he always had |

a well:stocked larder.:

“Whenever we vmted hnn he |

would cook a little extra of whatev- -
“er he had and insist that we JO]Il
“him for ameal.
- “He knew that most of us had a
hmlted allowance and it was al-
~ways - difficult for us towards the
end ofthemonth.

“But in his subtle way, he would

mv1te us for a meal without mak-

ing us feel that we Were in need of
~charity.
“That is somethmg I learned

_ from him as well as my parents —
to give from the heart and not

. make the remprent feel that he or
she isinneed.” ~

- Ann’s fondest memorles are of
Tunku teachmg her to cook some

~ Asian dishes in the kltchen of h]S

London apartment

“Hehad an nnpresswe collectton
~of pots and pans and when it was

time for him to return to Malaya,
hetold me to give them away to
~ students who may need them.

“T asked him for a double-srded
grlllmg pan. He was quite amused

- thatI'wanted the pan. 1liked it be-

- cause it Was a umque and handy
Cutensil..
“Till today 1 still use the pan for

grll]mg steaks or fish. It may have
seen better days but I am especial-
ly proud to possess a plece of hlStO- |

Ann says although they were a |

small group, the Malay students in
- London forged lasting friendships -
with the British and other natlon-
_alities, thanks to Tunku who en-

couraged them to widen their cir-

~cle of friends. and enrich them-
selves with knowledge.. -
“Because he knew my interest.
~was in‘helping the blind; he intro--
~duced mé to blind British MP Sir -

“lan Fraser who gave me a real m-_'?__

szght mto the needs of the blmd >

Ann returned o help set up the
Prmcess Elizabeth School for the
" Blind in Johor Baru, which was
- once rated the best. school for the_-;; |
b]md in Southeast Asia. =~ |

"Ann says Tunku already had
plans for an mdependent Malaya
when he was in London, and he of-*
“ten got small groups of Malayan
students, .including - Razak and

_Soplee together to talk politics.

“Heused to remind us all that we
were in London not to justget a de-
-gree, but to educate ourselves for

the future of our nation.”

The- friendship with Tunku re-
sumed when she returned to
Malaya and was posted to Johor

“We - actually became famﬂ |
friends as my mother was also a
close friend of Tunku’s wife, (Tun)
“Sharifah Rodziah, when Tunku
~was the legal assistant for the Jo-
- hor government, |

“Even alfter becommg prl_me |
numster he was stzlll a man of the_ .
people "

“Everyone WhO attended any
function, -including my mother’s
tauhu and timurn (tofu and cucum-
" ber) suppliers, mobbedhlm Want—
mg to shake his hand. .

- “He obliged all of them That S
how much he was loved.” B

- Ann, who was the executive dl
“rector for the Malaysian Associa--

y ‘tion for the Blind for several years

before becoming the director-gen-
“eral of the Welfare Department,
says Tunku was the person “who
further strengthened my values
and commitment to soclety as in-
stilled by my parents”.. |

She remembers grovwng up ina
“household where they were taught
“not to discriminate between the
“haves and the have-nots, and be- -
tween. people of d]lferent racesa. -
and beliefs; ..

(Her illustrious 31b]mgs mclude )
- Datuk Lily Majeed who was secre-
tary of the Muslim Women’s Wel-
fare Council, phy31c1an Datuk Dr
‘Ruby Majeed, Commissioner of
Herltage Datuk Prof Siti Zuraina
" Majeed and Datuk Hamzah Abdul
Majeed the former secretary-gen-
- eral of the Ministry of Culture Arts
_and Tourism.) f
“Wehad people from a]l walks of
hfe coming to our house and my .
parents would . always welcome -
them,” recalls the dotmg grand-
mother of ﬁve o
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