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had given his life fer_;;he people...

- Today, there are still a few alive whe
can personally tes ify to the hfe z—md
tlmes of the Tunku. -

_One of themis Tan Sr1 Azaharl Talb

" He was picked to contest the: Bahug
- state constituency in 1955 (he won) -
while working as a reporter with Utu-

sanMelayu TRE e T 0 g

~Now, more tha.n 50 years later, Aza-

“hari still vividly remembers his associ--
| atlonmthﬂle Tunku. = -

- As areporter, he had the opportum
ty to cover the Tu:uku on his whirlwind
tourofthe country. -~ -

‘This association was further ce—

“mented when he became a wa.kﬂ raky

‘The 83-year-old Umno veteran, who

wears many hats including that of the
~member of the Umno disciplinary
hoerd helped prepare and process
some of the Tunku’s speeches.

And usua]ly when he had 1o report
the Tunku’s “speeches, the Bapa
~ Merdeka would ask him to ‘make them
more interesting”.

Such was the trust the Tunku had 111'_

“When ettendmg to the Tunku at ace-
rama,h in Johor, Azahari “reprimand-

“ed” him for using too much Kedah ch--

~ alect when speak]ngte the peeple

.Tan""*Sri Azahart Taib Was with t'h‘ef'
~ Tunku when the Union lack was
Iowered . :

s 4

Haj dled 17 yeers ege the enure ne,ueu
mowrned. . e
Such was the unpeet ef the man whe

“See, it doesn’t matter. They are still

-Were ef Ja,wa.d' eenf and__weuld..'-‘
-efthe Werds

the peeple under
yuld draw, laughter
fmm them ea,ch ume he cracked a Jeke
~or responded with thunderous ap-
plause tohis 1deas or pregra.mmes 5 he
On enether occasion, the Tunku said B . g
dm'mgthe ra,ﬂlestllathewesveryha,p- | - .ﬁ‘? -
-each time he saw people with “se- +... ... Lo
mangat berlahar—klher” When ﬁghtmg
for independence.. - -
Azahari would again pick on the - e R
Tunku saying that the correct word -~ =~ o
was" “herkebar-kobar” (ardour)-while Tan Sri Khalid Abdullah says Tunku
- “berkibar-kibar” was to describe a flag - ~ always made the ordinary. people feel
.ﬂymg* TP T I L T very at ease desp:te his stature
"And the Tunku a.lways in his thlek St N el JEESD e e
Kedah accent, turired to him and said:  The former executive chairman of
Utusan Melayu (M) Bhd described the
cla,ppmg because they understand Tunku as a very eceeuunodaung per-

* Azahari was wrth the Tunku when “Altheugh he was roya,lty he mede
the Union Jack was lowered. us feel he was one of us.. P

Like the thousands of people at the - “He always made the ordinary peo- -
Selzmgor Club field that night and tens ple feel very at ease despite his stature
-of thousands inother parts of the coun--  and they would reciprocate with the
try, tears rolled down Azaharl S hlghest respect for him,” he said.
cheeks. - .- <. ~Inoneinstance, the Tunku was to at-

“I'said a prayer and thanked God for tend a ceramah in Tandop and the pee—
Hrs sift of mdependeuce and the Tunku -~ plehad slaughtered three heads of cat--
forleedmg the way,” hesaid. =~ tle fortheevent. .~ 7

‘Another confidant of the. Tunku 1s “The Tunku was, hewever still husy
Ta;n Sri Kha.hd Abdu]lah P eutertemmg people at his office.

Fearing that he might be late fer the
eveut Khalid reminded the Tunku ef
hls engagement.

"I politely remmded him twice a,beut
the ceramah. After the third time, he.
~excused himself and dashed out: of his
“office since he was a]rea,dy aheut three

hours late. -~ - | -
- -“Ithought he was angry Wlth me, hut
he wasnot,”hesaid. - - |
- Datuk Wan Shamsuddm Mohd Yusof
Was a young man when the Tunku was
ghting for independence.

- The Kedah Historical 8001ety chair- -
-man said the Tunku was a fun-loving
‘but. hardwerkmg persen with a heart
Of gold. S

- Wan Sha,msuddm -was among a
ha,ndful privy to Tunku’s dreams.

. According to him, after Teturning
frem his law studies-in England, the
~Tunku spent a mght a,t the Istana Kun-
mg in‘Alor Star.- | |

He dreamt of Mahatma Gandhi and
- Jawaharlal Nehru but didn't know the
srgmﬁcauce of the dreams.

The Tunku mentioned this to a few

- el B : frlends when he returned to Alor Sta.r a
: 80 e g, W w emmnie Ty few years before his death.
Datuk Wan Shamsuddin Mohd Yusof. He only - understood - the dream
was among those who was privy to when he struggled for the nation’s in-
‘Tunku’s dreams- dependence,” he said. -
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