“more timein-
- politics than wu_t

“nation was the
first love
country S
~prime’ minister,
‘Tunku Ahmad -
Nerang talksto
R" H[,NDRAN
about what it was -
like being the son

of a statesman

TUNKU Abdul Rahma,n Putra
A]-Haj was a reluctant: pO]ltl-
“clan. .

Accordmg to his son Tunku
Ahmad Nerang, first”
prime minister refused the
-post of Umno ‘president. in
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ther, he never had time for me
_end my sister, Tunku Khadl
jahﬂ« S N .
“Tunku Nera,ng S - mother
* Mariam Chong, was Tunku-
- Abdul Rahman’s first wife.
She died of typhoid and malar-
- ia @ month-after he was born
m Kuala Nerangin 1933. .
“The Kuala Nereng people s

Would look at the fu]l moon
when it -was. brig it end says,.
amatnerang - |

“So my. father deaded to

“name ~me - Tunku - Amat
Nereng He sald 1-was sup
posed to be very brlght -

‘But Tunku Nerang was not
~ fond of that name as the Chi-
“nese at that time Would call”
thelr drivers, Amat.

“So. when 1 was 12 I
changed my name to Tunku
“Ahmad Nerang in my 1dent1fi—
cationcard.” o

. Tunku Nereng used to drlve
hJs father around while he was -
- campaigning for the federal
electlons L

He recalls an incident in
1953, when after a long and

theras aleader but as a, fa,- :

1951 when Datuk © Onn_ Jaafa,r ”Tunku Ahmad Nerang polnts to hllmself. as a boy in :an old farmly portralt mth his grandparents Sultan Abdul Hamld Halim Shah. of tiring day of campaigning, a

stepped down. Kedah and Che Manlalara (seated), hlS father Tunku Abdul Rahman and hrs snster Tunku Khaduah at the old palace in Alor Star. - hungry  Tunku - and Tunku
‘Apparently, Tun Abdul L T e L e T | | Nerang returned home past -

~ Razak had esked hinr-to- take der BI‘ItlSh protectlon would — - — 2 — “In December 1958, Tunku ‘midnight to find nothmgm the

oger but the Tunku ‘was only beneﬁtafew andmpotthe -~ e - Nerang returned to Malaya housetoeat. |

adamant. . . masses,” Tunku Nera;ng, 74 | ~and joined the Federation  “Isearched the kltohen and
“The Tunkisonly relenied o~ said, o He belleve | the: mlxmg 0 pOlItICS B

ter Utusan Meloyu’s Melan
Abdullah (later - Tan - Sri) -
threetened to publish- the -
headline Tunku mungkir janji
- pada rakyat (Tunku reneges
“on his promise to-the people). -
_This was because he had
pronnsed in 1946, before leav-
ing for England to complete
hlS law course, that he would
return and iﬁght_ for indepen-
dence when he passed his ex-
“My father esked Melan to
gwe him a month. After two -
months of waiting, Melan .
“went to see Tunku. The Tunku’
asked for another month. .
“When that too was up a
fed—up Melan went to see him
again and said he had no
“choice but to publish an article

‘What probabl chnched 1t

for the Tunku were the “voic-
s” he heard in court in Alor

Star oneday. - .

~ “He heard voices calling out

‘Putra the name his father;

“Sultan Abdul Hamid Hahm

Shah of Kedah used to ca]l

and business W_oul;_ __
He belleved one should never enter

- “Tunku couldn’t see anyone — -~ T g

ca]Jm§h]m A]lhe could hear ~ -~ 0 L

were. vorces Tunku Nera,ng Kuala Lumpur at 1em

said. ~ o o= He went straight to Melan S
After the case was over, the house in Kampung Baru.and

Tunku went to his father’s” told th to see h1m the- next
roominthe old palace nearby, day. - . ' -

‘sat in his father’s rattan rock- Mela:ﬂ dld — and the Tunku'-
mg chair and fell asleep. toid him that he would accept
“He then dreamt that hlS fa- the post of Umnno president,

ther had said, Putra, belalah
rakyat (Putra, fight for the
peOpIe) Tunku woke up then -

“And that was how my fa-
‘ther, proposed by Bahaman
~Samsudin (the late Tan Sri

with the heading, Seorang but since he was very tired, he -

~who was minister of Justlce):

lead to abuse. o

-—

That was how he came to ﬂy
the Malayan flag at the -

 Malayan High Commission i in

New Delhion Aug 31, 1957.

- Also present at the ceremo-
ny were Nehru and his da,ugh-
ter, TIndira Gandhi.

1 . was very proud to raise
the flag, asithad the markings
~of afull and truly independent
“country, not a British protec-.
torate, besides the fact that in-

giment where he remained
until 1967, when he opted out
for acareer in business.
_“My rank was that of cep
* tain when I resigned. They of-
-fered me the rank of major but
- I refused. My father was very

~ disappointed as he wanted me

- to continue serving the nation.
“He-disapproved of my ven-
turmg into business as he be-
lieved husmess and pohtlcs
sheuld notmix. |
“Since he was the prime
minister, he did not want me
in business at all. He believed
* the mixing of politics and busi-
“ness would lead to abuse. He
~ believed one should never en—-
ter politics to make money.”
“This principle was some-
“thing Tunku hved and dled by,
saidhisson.” -

[ [ could find was one egg. I |
hoﬂed it and then I went tomy
* father’s room and knocked on
- the door. He opened it and"
asked me what had ha,p-
pened.

“T told hun [ had searched
the kitchen and found one egg
which: I had boiled. I'told him 1
‘had cut it in half and that he
“could have one half.

“Tears rolled down his face
and he patted my head and
told me [ eould have the whole
egg,”hesaid.

Tunku Nera,ng s.wife, Datin
- Liliana Nerang, described the
- Tunku as special in. many
'Ways.- |

“My fether-m—law had away
ahout him. When he talked to
“you, he would make you feel -
very special.” We Would chat

Tunkuwas a rlch man when" - about ‘everything, from foot-

Anak Raja Tidak Mahu Mem- - fellasleep again. achieved

- bela Rakyat (" A prince does
not went to ﬁght for the peo-.
ple) ﬂ
The Tlmku then sa,ld that he
would consider the request on
one condition — that he had -
‘the total. support of Umno and -
that it would be full mdepen-
~ dence and nothing less.
“He felt mdependence un-

“This time it was Indlan na-
tlonahst Mahatma Gandhi and
- former Indian prime minister
~ Jawaharlal Nehru who he saw -
‘in his. dreams said Tunku
N erang. o |

~ His father, he said, took this-
as a sign that it was time for
him to do something. He left-
~ Alor Star by car and arrived in

-

and seconded by Melan, was
‘voted in as the. president of
‘Umno to replace Onn at the
Majeshc Hotel Roof Garden in

Like the British arlstocracy

~ Tunku Nerang was also ex-

peeted to enter the military. So
'in 1954, he was sent to India to

“enrol in the MJhta,ry Academy

- inDerahdun,

dependence was
“without the shedding of a drop -
of blood,” he said.

‘That wasn’t the only occa-
_sion that Tunku Nerang relsed
thecountry’sflag. - :

_On- Sept 16, 1963, he once
egaln..ralsed the ﬂeg- but this
fime it was at Stadium Merde-
ka — and the ﬂag was the
MalaySIan ﬂag

he entered politics, owning :

rubher estates and shop hous-
~es in Penang and Alor Star,
most of which he sold to fi- -
nance Umno and to win mde-—
pendence

“After bemg in pohtlcs for15
years my father ended up
~much poorerthan when he
~entered politics. -~

Tam very proud of my fa-

‘ball to current affairs,” ‘said
‘theretired lawyer. =

Added her husband: ThlS
year ‘we are celebrating 50
years of independence. I hope
- and pray that all the races in
~ Malaysia will live together in
‘peace and harmony, some-
- thing which my father rea]ly
cherished and believed in all
hlS hfe
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