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IT was the height o of the. cadf;;; S
~War, when Prime’ Minister =~
“Tunku Abdul Rahman V151ted Sy

o I sald once |n o
| -;._.Berlm and lt stlll-z_-.-_“;._-_

" a divided Germanyin 1960.

- A visit to troubled Berlin —

divided into ‘West Berlin- and

East Berlin — was on the
Jitinerary . and ‘Willy ‘Brandt o

- was the mayor of West Berlin. -
Brandt

meaning of freedom.

Tunku thanked Braﬁdt. for':__ )
' the “Peace Bell”. Butm aloud -

stage. whisper one of the

Malayan chgmta,rles 11'1ed to-"'

| eorrect the Tunku.

“It’s the Freedem Be]l szr
he whispered. - -
Without rmssmg a smde

Tunku said: “You can’t have
peace without freedom, and -
- you can't have freedom W1th- o

_out peace.’

The assembled dlgmtarles-. -

in the room broke out into an
_.applause,

laughter and-

- with the West Berliners.

In a flash of inspired spon-

‘taneity, Tunku managed to ex-

press the whole phllesophy of -

the free W()I'ld -

j‘Ne Peace Wltheut Freedemwl'

. The older generaﬂen of
_' ‘Mala sians who had lived -
_fthmugh the difficult years of
the Japanese Occupation and "
its aftermath would have no-
| d]ﬁiculty with ‘the statemem ’

“No peace without freedom

By the middle of the 20th
‘century, it was no longer pos-

sible to stem the tide of nation-
“alism -that was sweepmg
~acrosstheregion. -

It was impossible for the'
people, organised along. party'

‘lines for- the first time in
Malayan = history, to accept |
-' .colomal rule as 1t existed be-
fore the War. |

presented Tunku

-with arep hca of the “Freedom -
“Bell”, abe]l that rang out daily
to remind Berliners of the o

;seems to me to

“be very true and '

necessary to say

B “-peace and

' _freedom are one-_t N

" W:ﬁy Brandt mayor of West Berhn handmg over a rephca of West Berlm s famous "Freedom Bell' to Tunku Abdul Rahman on the
occassen of hzs v:s&t to Germany - R o :

f.and the same

_thing, that there B
can be no peace .
._'._:_W|thout

and there was

- smiles  all
~around.. Tunku’s statement -
‘had obviously struck a chord -

Tﬁnkf} Abdui Rahmaﬁ -

' (Malay Mail, july 11, 1962)

once agaln that

freedom and no - =
-ii_-freedom e
’"_]_wnthout peace. S

FF

Tunku feared that “natlen- - t proachto independence.”

__ Ia.hsm will be forced to find oth
er da;agereus outlets” if the. -

people’s aspirations rememed_ :

"unfulﬁ]le

Commumsm was the most','- ’
B dangemus outlet and ironical-
ly ‘represented - yet another
“form of subjugation that was
" ideologically opposed to. ]Ild’l-. |

vidual freedem

- And this made it mcreasuigly |
dﬁcul}t for theterroriststojus-'
ity their. Skruggle and for the

colonialis is o stay in power.
- On Aug. é

In Tunku S Words commu- .
‘nism represented “the sup-. -
pression of the liberty
individual in the country”.
Although the two Cs — celo- y
npialism . and communism —

- were both opposed to freedom -
‘and the rlght to self-determi-
“nation, communism went fur- -
- ther in adopting ﬂenmpeeeeﬁll,
= mea;ns of struggle -
Tt is interesting to note that___--

~ the pr{;blems of both colonial-
~ ism and communism were ad- -
-dressed thmugh a Common so- -
Jution — “the: adoption of a
eaceﬂﬂ anid {;ezzstztutlenai ap-

of_ the. .

1, 1957 Tunku de-
clared mde endenee and on
July 31; 1960 he declared the
—end of Emergency. Freedom
‘had been fnught and won on
| twe frems

In a.mlouncmg the end of

Emergency, Tunku said: “ We
- have won our freedom asana-
‘tion, and now we have won 3,

cemmumst rebels
“Free - men- everwhere

should rejoice with us today in
this double trmmph of demoe-
racy... our victory n na,tlen- __
hood and ‘our victory over
‘communism -go  together; the
~ one victory led to the other.”

It 1{1ust be emphasised that

~Malaya was the first country
in the worlﬂ where commu--
‘nism was defeated. Says D.C.-
- Alfred, a-passionate student of
* the Malayan Emergency: “The

- defeatof communist terrorism
represented a first for Ma,laya !
~ as this was the first time in the
Free World that the forces of
- communism who were deter-
‘mined to impose on the peace
Joving peoples of Malaya an
“ideology and a ' way of life that - fear, hunger 1gn0ra,nce and
was cempletely ahen tﬁ them ;o

| He pomted out that there
“was no better way of under-
- mining the: peeple S support .
.+ for communism and securmg'

peace in the country.

- Eq'ua}ly inmportant was the-- |
|- need_ tojoin the Free World in. -
{ the common struggle- agamst‘ :

N COmmunism.

Australlan troops pass a bullock cart ona rural road in Malaya.

had been reseundmgl and_k""
_.-ceﬁm{fmgly defeated |

- _ BEven . as- eaﬂy as 1957 1: .
| _:'Tunku used to emphasise that.
Merdeka would just be -an

empty slogan if there was no

peacein the country, and ifthe
- different races were disunited

and lived .as ‘a natlon of

: _str&ngers -
" Onone occasion, Tunku sa;d .
that “racial war W]ﬂ make a
mockery of Merdeka”. On an--

other occasion, When asked to

“cite. the one reason for -
'Malaya’s success as a free na- -
~ tion, Tunku answered unhesi-
“tatingly: “It is racial *tmder-j "
standing and co-operation.” -
~ Tunku also emphasised that -
-'freedem was not freedom. if
‘the people  were not happy.

They must aiso be free from -

disease. -

| - . warning:
_'-N 0. Freedom Without Peace
battle against our enemy, the '

~ . "To this end waku was de-
" termined to join forces with =
| .the Free World in. the ﬁght
" against communism.,
" “In him (Tunku), the Free._-”
~ World has a reliable &lly in the
~ fight against communism,” re-

ported the New - Common-

o wealth magazine in 1957.
" Tunku justified his demsmn -
ign the Anglo-Malayan De-
fence Agreement with a grim
“Without - a -single
vessel to patrol our shores, the
- powers - friendly to the com-

tOS

munists would soon send help

“in men, arms and equipment
~to help their comrades fight
__,thlshattle C __
“Tunku lamented ﬂlat “We_‘,
ha,ve no air force — not a sin-
‘gle plane and no navy —not.
‘one sea-going craft”. -

- “If we did not emer into a

- defence: treaty with Britain,
‘we would be s;lgmng our, death |
warrant * B

~ Tunku stuahsed ﬂl&t if the years hke shadews frem the

| _pact was not signed “capital - past.
_would leave the country and -
the British officers servmgl

- mth us will also leave”.

- This would play

“who strive and gain
‘where the government of the

~country is bad or where the
S _peeple are. dlssansﬁed a:nd |

~ fence of the fledgling

. in our country
Tunku’s
" policy to thank for this.

mto the
hands of the commumsts .
ground
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| _starvmg

The country rea,ped the le-- |

idends from “Tunku’s. foreign

policy when  the: Common-
wealth troops came to the de-
nation,

“and helped toend Emergency.

Some years later, the same

“troops helped in the defence of
thé newly formed Malaysm

against the hldeneszan C{m- |

 frontation.

-In retrospeef let us net for-
get that the joy of Merdeka

- would have been short-lived if -
* the country had been taken
. over by'the communists or in-
_vaded by foreign forces..

“If this country were rﬁled
hy communists not only would

‘there be no freedom at all but

arule of iron would have been

. established in this “country
‘which- would completely de-
_stroy the happy charactems—

tics of the Malayan people.”

‘Happily, this did not happen |
and we have.
pragmatic ft)relgn

Today, we have left both -
colonialism -and commumsm

~ farbehind us.

But the chaﬂenges to ﬁ.‘ee-

"dom and peace have persis-

tently followed us through the

As we’ 'conunemorate 50
years of independence, we
must understand the basic

- need.to address the challenges
to both peace as well as free-
‘dom that continue to plagueis

~ invarious shapes and forms of

disunity, injustice, fanaﬂmsm

:_a,nd la,ck of 1deals MPS



	NST-19/08/2007

