NEWSPAPER CLIPPING

PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

_—mm-sr—r:- -k

NEW STRAITS TIMES
DATE:26/0%/ 2007 |

" You havea wonderﬁrl future ahead ofyou | |
~ Unliket us, you. havea country free from. any dommatron

‘You grow up with your heads held hrgh as masters in yourown country |

3 - As masters you have the pnwleges as well as your dutres and

responsrbrlrtres

~ The future of this coun try rests on you. whether our star rises or falls

it will be due to yousolely.

. Therefore, be ready to serve her fo bmld her up: and to grve your lffe in

o her defence.

You and I must be determlned to make Malaya a place whrch we shall

'-7_;' all be proud to call home. -

B We have therefore arole to play and let us play rt well

- -——TunkuAbduI Rahman

- ( Excerpts from hrs speech made a day beforehe declared Merdeka )

R IFTY years on and message
is still very much alive today,
& especially when there are

amongst us who take for granted -
- thatwe are forever ‘free from any
. domination”,

" While this- may appear tobe |

true physically and to a large ex-

. tent materially, it may not be nec-

: essarlly S0, menta]ly and cultural-

ly. -

Our. thm]ﬂng process and be - .
~ haviour may still resemble that of
the colonists in many subtle ways.

Harvard’s Kennedy School
~ dean, Professor J oseph Nye, used -
- the word ‘soft power” to descrlbe
- this phenomenon of “co -optlng
people rather than ooercrng

Tunku Abdul Rahman exchangmg pen W|th a BrltlSh
lndependence for Malaya in London on- Feb 8, 1956

 them”. | SRR
o Compared to hard power n1- - _' -
-volving the use of expensive = =
- weapons systems soft power is n-.
- sidious. -
- Since soft power is largely based :
- “onintangible or indirect influ-

B values many canbe unknowmgly

- chance!

ences such as ideas, culture and -

“colonised”. .
Anditisin this oontext that the

words of the first Prime Minister .

_continue to be a useful reminder

- tothe currentand future genera—
~ tionofyouths. -
- Heis categorical about our role
~ towards our country — our readi-
~ ness to serve, to build and even to
~ defend her with our lives se that |
- we shall all be proud to call home,

‘The future of Malaysia indeed

| ' rests solely on all of us. And right-

ly, unless we play our role, and .
playitwell, we do not stand a

Amore recent remmder asto

- '__What thJs means could he. gleaned

o 'To the youth of thrs country 1 have a message

dele.gate after inking an agreement formalising |

Tunku Abdul Rahman on hIS trlumphant retur
through the streets of Bandar Hilir, Malacca o
on hrs Ieft is Dato Pangllma Buklt Gantang Tu

- '-from the keynote address of Raja

~ DrNazrin Shah of Perak during
- the Young Malaysians’ Roundtable -

- :Discussion in relation to nauon |
o .buﬂdmg, onApril 3. |

'He suggested thatin order to

play a meaningful role, youths
~-mustbe exposed to more than Just
~ abstract concepts. -
- Hewas also forthright in assert- :
- ingthat good and uprightleader-
- shipmust be demonstrated: also
o taught and observed at work.

Those who are found to be able

‘must be mentored by those who

-are capable so that suecess canbe .
- learned and replicated. g
-+ Finally, the- young must be gwen .
- responsibilities they can handle. |
- Making mistakes should be partof
- their overall learnjng process. -
. Asabrieffootnote, Raja Nazrin
hlghhghted that natlon buﬂdlng |

the pledge to play our role as

-“Malaya do? You must therefore
. allbehave well so that the world
~ canspeak with approval about

- the situation. -

o '-IS a heated and even hated nouo_n -

i some parts oftheworld”.
“The main reasons for this are,

- 'ﬁrst thatitis taking place in the
. ‘midst of great domestic turmoil, -
~and, second, that it is primarily
initiated and managed by forelgn
_powers. -

“Trying to eohble a functromng

- state by paperlng over deep social
“and political rifts s, of course, eas-
iersaidthandone. |
~ “History has shown us tnne and N
~again, thatitismucheasierto
~ break down, rather than bmld up
 nations.”

Itis for thJs reason alone that

Malaysian citizens and play it we]l

is uncompromising as the late
- Tunku insisted.

To this, Raja Nazrin adds that

N fallure is a costly option.

“ Mindful of such consequences,
the Tunku in another speech

- ‘made after arriving from London ',
. on. June 3,1957, onrecord said:

“The eyes of the world will be

e upon us. The world wants to know
_-how the people of Malaya

 (Malaysia) will take their ﬁrst
“steps as a new nation, -

“What will the people of

“Imyself beheve that Malaya

WJ]l become-a prosperous peace-

ful and happy nation receiving as-

A countrles in the world.

“Because of'this, one race can- |

~ nottake everythmg foritself.In
L order tosetup an mdependent

n from pre mdependence talks in London is bemg drwen
n Feb 20, 1956. On his right is Datuk Sir Tan Cheng Lock and |
an Hajl Abdul Wahab who represented the rulers. -

government we must compronnse |

and make sacrifices.

“These sacrifices will enable us
to establish a nation which is an
example to the world of how all

- races canlive together in frlend- |
~ship.” .

Most defnutely, eomprom]ses
sacrifices, and loyalty are among

“the three v1tal ingredients that

turn Malay31a as the most viable, if
not enwous plurahsuc in the |

- 'world

One without the other however |

~can spell disaster for all of us.
.. Here, Raja Nazrin during an even
‘morerecent address, in early Au-
- gust, at a book launch on the late
Tun Dr Ismail Abdul Rahman,
-spoke of the need for Malaysmns
~ ~tothread carefully. -

On these issues, he stressed that _

‘the present generation of

Malaysians were reaping from the

- seedssown by pastleaderslike Dr
Ismail at a time when the country |
~ had only one university.

~ Although the country then had -

- limited intellectual resources, it
~ succeeded because ofits leaders
- who were full of integrity in their =
- _struggles, their steadfastnessto
‘principles and allegiance to theu
- communities and country.

"The earl leaders of the nation

. exhibited hlgh level of unquestion-
able integrity and loyalty to their -~

- principles and country observed
" Raja.Nazrin.

In the same breath he called

- that the loyalty of the people to-
- wards their leaders should nothe

betrayed by the leaders mlscon-

- ductand greed.

- sistance, support and service from -
| a]lraces loyal to this country.”

-~ Inthe same speech, he too noted

- thatMalays, Chinese, Indians and

- other races that wish to be loyal,

~ live together, defend the nation -

~ and work together, live in harmo-

- ny, because the situation in this
countryis different from other

These eloquent artloulauons by
.Raja Nazrin in particular are the

- voice of reason and the conscience
- ofthe country thatrings loud and
- clear as we proudly paced toward
- the 50th celehratlon of nationhood
- thisweek.

Itservesasa, rennnder to all as

~ welook ahead to the future as cit-
. izensof an Independent natlon

l The wnter is the vrce-chancellor

of Umversm Sains Malaysua
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