 OWEN Chung

| _'sn;th-eense for danger. =

-" - after the good things in life. -

" . He said the Tunku 11151sted: |
-i'tha,t his “children: never get

- special treatment as theywere

| tol*d to depend on their own ef--

. fortstoimprove themselves. .
. “He always stressed thathis - -
| chlldren had to be treated like . .

_everyone else. He did not like,”

-~ his children asking for favours.

~or hem treeted d]ﬁ'eremly "

k espeeiaﬂy his personal staff. -

T ku's. alde-de-camp after

73 remembers |
- Tunku- Abdul: Bahman as a
- man of 'many admirable traits.
' Thefirst prime minister was
honest; wise, fair and blessed
. with a sense of humour that
could “disarm even'the most
~ hostile person. He also’ ha,d a

" surgery in Singapore.." T
~. "During the dinner, he teld*fi%*
OWen worked for free as

_ . MT-' ‘L\r\ \2,0-:37 R -
Tunku Abdul Rahman W|II always remain in the memories of h|s personal staff

~ The first prime minister earned a place forever in their hearts with his kmdness
_ "‘Iove and passwn for llfe wrlte MELISSA DARLYNE CHOW and S AR_.I_;'{_'__-J.LDAS

reurement as “he was ]Jke a .
~fathertome”, =~ |
" “Tworked for him eut of the L

willingness of my heart, and -
did not take any salary as my. .
- son covered my expenses.™ - -
- The Tunku was very fair to a

- all, irrespective of race. He

poli¢y,”

" me that God had helped me
.survwe the Operatlen 50 tha,t I

) '-when oneleastexpected it:
Chinese to play an active role.
in- politics. and - offered the.
_commumty the post of chief .
- inister . in Penang and
..Malecce -
o “Luckﬂy, the four prnne c
mm1sters afterhim followed in. - -
-~ his footsteps and retained the -
a,dded Owen, Whe
- worked for the: Tar
“years until his death in 1990 o
Owen still remembers ‘the
ku's” wisdom in matters -
| 'blg and small. There was the -7
- time in 1989 when the Tunku. -
. organised a doa selamat after “’i-thezr eye.
= y0wen returned frem heart
hel ful te these areund th

when it came to the fore.

.could fully pa,y :-my pena;m:e If

_. you pay your penance, you g0
inpeace. If not, you have t0:
-suffer untzll you fu]ly pey your_ |

penance

‘On the Tunku s sense of hn-;_ |
‘mour, hesaid it waslegendary
| - with the leader cracking Jekes-‘
- said the Tunku wanted the
The Tunku’s one-time body-

| guard and later aide-de-camp
said “Bapa Malaysia” was also. -

- a person of simple tastes who

greeted the bodyguard butre-
- did not-envy the rich or chase

. mained quietly respectﬁﬂ
_-”around the former. N
“The Tunku later ca,]led me’

 Tunku’ ]IlSlStlIlg on: walking

a.nd asked: ‘How come every-

knows me?’” - _
" Owen later feund eut why-f;_ .
: everyene had greeted him: it
~was one of the rare occasions -

A

‘The first gccasion was When

they were 011 a boa,t not toe far

- oﬁ' the coest

“Suddenly, we reahsed tha,t*

‘the ‘boat was. leaking badly .
and water wasrushingin, = -
" “The Tunku said we- ‘should ';
. turn left and head further out
‘into.the open.sea while the
~ rest of us wanted to head to
- -_shore. -

" 'He remembers a{:eempaﬁy-‘
- ing the Tunku to a round of ,andsoon hit a sandbar where -
. golf ‘one" day ‘where many -

W listened 1o the Tunku

- 'we waited for the arrival of

‘marine police. If we had gone -

“the' other way, we may net

- body knows you and nebedy

“when heé had worn his police-
“imiform and thls had caught

have made it ‘to shore.” 3
The second mcrdent Saw the

down the stairs after his after-

- noonnapdespite always usmg .
_a,spema]ly designedlift. |

“We later carried him. en al

" chair down the stairs. As we
‘were about to leave later for

the supermarket, we heard a-.

- loud - crashing . inside the
"On'the Tunku’s smﬂl-sense :

.:house Thelift hadcrashed.”

he remembers two occasions - -

- Suffice to say Owen has al-

L -'_'_”wa s lived. by the Tunku’s

rules Never take advantage of

.Peome be humble, be honest.
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