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PENANG: At a time when the’ short
‘message service (SMS) has become a
- popular mode of sending greetings,
~ Tunku Datuk Dr Ismail Jewa believes
it’s still cool to send his National Day
~ greetings to friends and loved ones

byslowmai.

The nephew of first prime minis-

ter Tunku Abdul Rahman.said he
“sent out 400 greetings cards special-
ly designed to capture the mood of
‘Merdeka last month. -

“And, not surpnsmgly the respons—.

es he recelved reflected the genera- -
~tions that his recipients - aged 17 to .
85 - represent. o
Tunku Ismail, who turns 70 on
Aug 31, said the young generation

repheﬂ“ via SMSes, the elder post-

Merdeka group made polite calls
‘while the elderly recipients replied
~with handwritten  letters thankrng
hrm for the gesture, -~
The grandfather of two added that
he sent out more cards to the young,
mamly his nephews and nieces, in
order to make them understand the
51gn1ﬁcance of Merdeka.
- %I want my relatives and friends

-
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to understand the true meaning of 'T'ruly méanmg‘ful Tunku Ismatl showmg his soeolally demgned wzshmg card rnarkmg the_ 50th anntuersaw'

Independence and cherish the day  of Independence. . -

when*my uncle led the cheers of
~ Merdeka! on. Aug 31, 1957,” he
“said. :

. Aptly, the former educatlomst

whose fathéy, Tunku Muhammad - August 2007 - -

Jewa was the elder brother of the
late prime minister, depicted on the

“happiness and prosperlty as
. Malaysia celebrates its 50th anni-
versary of Independence on 31

‘He said his greetlng carries a
~strong  message, -pointing out that

cover of his greeting card a picture of ~ Malaysians by now should strive for
Tunku -Abdul Rahman proclaiming prosperity to narrow the gap

the country’s mdependence at
Merdeka Stadium. =~ =

In the inside page is the procla—
matlon 1tself while on the third

“between the rich and poor.

“Celebrating Merdeka is not ]ust

about gathering at the field for the =
countdown or ﬂylng the jalu_r

page is the greeting from Tunku Gemtlang in schools. -

Ismail: “Wishing you good health,

“We have to understand and cher— =

ish the struggles of our forefathers.
Merdeka is about respectlng others
espec1ally the elderly SRR
~ “Our youngsters take the country S
lndependence for granted. To them,
“itis a day of celebration. '
‘They decorate schools and bulld-

1ngs but forget it all when they go

“Some of them do not even know
the names. of their. great—grandpar—~
ents, what more the names of our -

freedom fighters?”. . . - .~
Tunku_ Ismail - suggested that

schools organrse more excur51ons for
~students to memorials of previous |
~ prime ministers to incuicate a sense
“of patriotism -and reSpect for the
elders among them. -~ .~

" Citing: the United States, he said
schools there conduct tours-to places
nch tn hlstory to build the spirit of
m.__arnong thelr students.
~“Americans are very patrlotlc
about then' country "o e
~ “I'will send out another greeting
card ‘when we celebrate the 60th
~anniversary. InsydAllah " he added
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