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~tor, my. colleague, and later on

| t1onsh1p with him.
- Quite by acc1dent it was: pohtlcs
_and patriotism that first brought us-

~ together, When the Japanese sma‘en-;;‘;, s
. dered to the Allied Forces in 1945, the * ;.3- -

.. "-__'Communists m Kedah then known

_. UNKU was my fnend my men---.- -

M myboss. By the time he passed.; oy B
~ away on Dec 6, 1990,1 had enjoyed - ;.:i:“- ' St
 some 48-years of a very close rela—- " '
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m1msters, standlng shoulder to y sh

.....

| _--Stars ‘ trled to take over the State ‘as
- their ﬂagshlp before the amval of the:'_'_;_fj';_:__ffj;':.; (e,

 ; -'?Bnttsh 0ccupat|on Forcest o

- Tunku enlisted the ass1stance of a Gt e
- -small band of - young men, which e,
. included me, to stop these' elements_'ffff,‘if-f’f;_; Prince Amﬂng
_ from achle,vmg their ‘objectives. We-_;j,}:;-.-i.;-jg Sk
" “had no arms whatsoever, but AWithy R
* sheer- guts, we managed to. put upa,
"~ front - pending the amval of the;f;ff'g;:;,_;,.: _1

" Hotel in Kuala Lumpur Tunku Wwas

5 Bntlsh led Force 136.

"'This was our first taste of confronta-
he lesson - - A
-Umno .

tion with the Communists,

~.inhuman leadershl p.and sacrifice was -
imprinted in my mind. Tunku was to
o _hac’l resigned to lead a rival: {multis, -
- racial) political -party; the Indepen=: -
 dence of Malaya Party (IMP), an”ihaﬁi
‘predicted that Umno would disinte-

3 -_;_me cleatly the “Man of the Hour.”

. The second phase of our relatlon—;f-t.
shlp started with.a common desire to.
~help “the victiths -of the: Japanese- - -
____sponsored Burmese Death Rallway,_'{ﬁ?f--;

- who managed to escape into Kedah.

-~ They originated from various states’ |
“in ‘the pemnsula and Indonesia, They .

~ were in dire circumstances and need—
..__"-ed medical attention and shelter.
* A few of us (including the late Tan
- 'Srl Senu Abdul- Rahman) started
~ from scratch a hore which we called -

“Rumah “Miskin”. or ‘Home' for the_,,___
- Poor. Tunku was the éhalrrnan and I

'--the secretary - |

" Inlater years he- used to tell me
| __-that it-was:the’; prayers of these vic=»
e t1ms Wthh contrlbut’i largelx to hlS

grate within three moniths. %
'fJ'f?Tof the leading British civil servants; -

.-and at first, even several leaders of
" 'the Malayan Chinese commumty

_:Jn favour of a wholly Malay L

Men
Puth'hed by Arklb Negara R

becommg Prlme Mmlster S e
On-Aug: 25,1951, at the 3 -ff_@@]estic'i-.:—;

elected president at ‘the General
-sembly of a lltﬂﬁ—lﬂ]@wnh hg,dy -

Lmpe's f"““der Dato’ Onn a_:ar,?if‘ffffi:f.*;-fffﬁf_.fi'f"f’ foy

*'Dato’ Onn had the support of sorhe " “the Alliance of Umno and MCA. -

Tunku, ‘a lone figure and a ‘voice - .'.'__.,;___;Umno -member- asked him to return -
that lacked eloguience, foured: Umno'-;;_--’-%f-____;?to Kuala. Lumpur urgently, There he :
- branches thmughout the couritry and -f{;-"?'-j_found a number ‘of Umno, members
_spoke vigorously in his Kedah-Malay:  op d taz thls new venture, while -

“I'must say here that the Roy.
h1m played a-significant patt.
“role he was destmed to play t (
rout theseeyears Sav U

Meanwhlle dl :S: Lee; Tu

He %qmckly' recogmsed the potennal
~—.,"__advantages of the coalmon and

d Khi 1r ohan was 111-. f_-';;.olved lIl the Malay51an polltlcal

; '%:*"'?’andependence ploneer,,..Tan Srl Mohd; _
Mm s-a.ter of Commeroe and Industry |n IQBG NA; ..,IO 3(

Yoke,;Lm Qng and a few others had {;r f
initidted: ins ‘preparation for the: first - su

.%‘-..?{.:'muni"olpal elections a coalition called f‘festo was pure and snnple - Me?deka!
| colleagues with eandour and affection.”
Oneday, Tunku brought up the subject .
 of honorific titles, above “Dato,” to be - would- 1

~ Tunku knew ‘nothing of’ this; and
'was at his country home in Seberang -
. Prai (Province ‘Wellesley) when. an
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*' '*‘-"‘?*"‘if'?‘-'-éi-.had tocoifer the itle 10_-*;% Tatto an rganisal 9  m

(whose pronundatmn js 51m11ar to the

laughmg stock wherever he. goes.” &

Sn” instead, and the wife “Puan Sri”:
A problern arosé as to how the wnfe
of a “Tun” should be addressed; 1
remember vo1cmg aloud that. the
~ consort of a:Sultan is generally called
* the “Sultana’: to whlch Tunku, spon-
Pl -taneouslyf-‘" and to the: hllarlty of all

"'ue Joharu’iiﬁfl'eft) as his‘f'
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~Tunku ‘always treated his. Cabinet" - result woold have be’en different,
To.sblame ‘Tun u Would be to

1gnote “the facts an

mgratl
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awarded by the: F%d eral Government. -

“In-ancient:-Malacca and: Perak, the
h1ghest tltle accorded to-citizens was T i
?;Zj f,f.ﬂ by the tige “Tan“
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isatl “most ously as Presz-
dentof the W hrld Wtde Fund for Nature
of Malays:cr( WWF)

Indian and hishanme s Dass, What will
happen? Can you 1magme7 Tan Dass

e — ——t i ¢

-“Malay word for toxleT)WGUldbecom? a

that the tltle “Tan” be changed to “Tan___ |

‘ deforahfededlcatedto | t‘h’e: i
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