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Hatlmg from an old Nyonya Baba famlly in Penang,tDatuk P, G L|m was’
born in 1918 in London and spent her- early career as a lawyer and
social activist, ‘helping to establish trade: unions. In 1964, she lost.as a
|Labour Party candidate for the Sentul state’ seat. In 1970 she was [
invited to sit on the National Consultatwe Councu chaired by the late”
Tun -Abdul: Razak. In 1971 she- was appomted ‘Malaysian: Deputy
Permanent Representatwe to the. United Nations in New York, and.
subsequently posted to Yugoslavia, Austrla Belglum and the EEC She
Is presently a consultant to a‘legal firm. et e ) e

NKU Abdul Rahman ob--
- served once that there was too

B much emphasis on bumipu-
tras and not.enough on Malay51ans
- After all, the three communities had
- gonein equal partnershlp and as oné
_to the negotiating table at the
Colomal Ofﬁce to press for 1ndepen— ~

Of the 1956 Merdeka delegatlon
Tunku said, “Every Malay, Chinese
- and Indian leader acted asa Malayan
~and genuinely wanted unfettered =
mdependence for the people and the o 8
Country" | B R

mmes resultlng in the bannmg f
=5 the Communist Party of Malaya
(CPM)__'_Whlch until then had beer -
. operating legally in Malaya.‘, 7
o ; .. The-party went Underground The
~ CPM had declared that they would
Tanku was a natlonahst He lay-?--dewn arms once independénce
~deplored that expatriates comprlsed - was_achieved. On- becoming. Chief -

~ 90% of the civil service and thatno .~ /7" 1T ~ Minister, and with Merdeka

PR ‘;On the
attempt was made to recruit. Malays o Excerptfrom - - €ards, Tunku' turned “his: att
~or those born in the Federation into : Pﬂ;{gﬁ:dﬁﬂ?ggm;?a . towards -ending - :;gency
_ the legal and judicial service, which =~ T 2 el i - 'which was drammg the reseu’rces of

employed only three Malays oL EREE L e VL e e e the couptry.” - - .
1ty for me.. Only ‘The CPM had otfered to meet w1th R

He recalled: “Without 1ndepen—- ~ some: expressed._.,,_-f
dence there was nothing we could: headstrong,tand determlned men of Tunku to " discuss  peace. Tunku
_do to uplift the position of the Ma-- 3 s-for - offered the CPM amnesty if they -

- lays. The Chinese wanted cmzenshlp would lay down their arms. At the - .. ..
far all those born in the. Federatlon ~All these events teok:place agamst Ballng talks held in December 1955 — MR e s iy
and this was agreed to by Umno”, the backdrop - of “the. Emergency = semewhat reluctantly agreed toby Mutual respect Tunku leth Lim at the openmg of the Natlonal"

It was hard work. As Tunku recol- - whlch was: declared in 1948 due to o N P e Gallery (Balal S.@“' Lukis: Negara) of whnch she was deputy cha
lected “Many jEEl‘Ed at my eﬂ’orts 1ndustr1al ‘unrest 1nt__the estates and > TURN TO PAGE IB in I963 *"Naﬂonal Archlves W LR et all
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. _.-the endlng nf the Emergency

”,gmed by Chen Tlen and Rashld My ln ;--7_ -
 refused to accept the amnesty andto.
“lay down arms if it meant surrender. -
~ There.Chin Peng told the govern- "
~‘ment team ‘represented by Tunku,
‘David: Marshall--and -Tan ~Cheng -

“Lock:-“As.

o ex15tence

= But desplte the breakdown of the
.;talks ‘publi¢ opinion swung in his
.ffavour ‘and’. Tunku’s stock. went"
- up, espec1ally in the eyes of the colo-
- nial Government, which was im-"
~ pressed by Tunku s handhng ef the

';51tuatldn

- In the’ werds of Tunku the Ballng-
talks changed the whole course of
the. war. It _eertamly strengthened:‘

_.the hand of the Alliance in obtaining

‘the agreement of the Colonial Office
_- ‘:'-_fthat 1ndependenee need not awatt

" to Merdeky” e
Slgnlﬁcantly. on AUgust 1960 _-'_';fli'i

- the Emergency “over and ended”. -
‘Tunku’s government was. charac-i__.j-;;
terised by his humanity, compassion - -
and".conviction that the rigours of .

the law- should he tempered wrth--‘
. tences to life imprisonment; -

As. between “you, and the -
.__;Cnrnmunrsts there can be nn cn—::.._.’-{_?"__--

me]"cy
Durmg KonfrontaSI lndnnemani{; -
g 1nttodﬁtmg trial ‘by jury into the -

* “Baling” sal_d Tunku "led stralght

’gmded ynung Malaysrans were alr-_':_'_.'
- __-system of trial by two assessors in

'-“--',_."drnpped intoJohor; - .
cases: rnvelvmg the death penalty

They were qurckly rounded up
_fand tried, convicted and sentenced ap plied.
~+to death, but the cases of 11 among -
them' had gone through the gamut
of High Court; the Court: of- -Appeal; -
""ijtnergency Regulanons for pnsses—i

‘the ‘Supreme- Court -and~ subse- .
-'-;_510n of arms. -

“quently - tn the Prlvy Counul mf.j__-:.__f-:

Londnn Hheiiun

The appeal falled but by thlS tlmel-ii-_-

"f.several years had elapsed Man nf

-us, who thought that they should be -

. spared the death penalty, thankfully
| . "-fnund Tunku~ ~sympathetic.. The
three years after mdependence eurgl;_.;if_':_L-'-Alhance ‘the DAP, the- Malayan
‘new government was able to declare -
e lntematrnnal added therr appeals fer

f’;clemency

Medical - Assoaannn and Amnesty

~Thanks to Tunku s trmely 1nterven—

thIl the Sultans of Johor and Perak
-were persuaded to commute the sen-

Tunku was also respnnsﬂ:ale for

Malay. States: where; 1until 1958 the

“In the landmark case of Lee Meng

*in1964, a woman guerilla had been

sentenced to -death under the ‘-

‘At the trral a Chmese and an
Indian assessnr found her not gurlty

But the Brltrsh judge d1sagreed andf‘;
~ordered a retrial-before a.different -
‘judge. This time, ‘the Chinese and
- European assessors were dividéd in -
The Judge agreed with.|
the g'ullty verdlct and theﬁ__accusedi;j_'_.

their verdlct

The trlal in whlch ‘,an,s.;..-:...accused =
cnuld be tried and retiied until the °
- desired verdict was. reached drew
pubhc reactton and surprising medlaf" |
.+ coverage.-The Sultan of Perak was
eventually prevailed upen to com- -

mute the death ‘*sentence to llfe-' 'f

1mpnsonment 0
A publlc rally erganrsj_
cerned citizens to replace the asses-

tures

_promise when :he became Chlef
" Minister in 1955: (]
abohshed m 1994)

'hy cnn- ;

- S0r systern obtamed 2 QE)O srgna—- __;.;

Although T unku k. metrnn to{'_-_..-;?'f-f'.
lntroduce it in the Leglslatlve_;-

l

~Council was I’E_]ECtEd he kept his.

;irlal by Jury was
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