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Tun ku and ot '_if'"':'ers knew,.,they o

were always welcome to relax at

the Australlan ngh

Commlssroner S reS|dence wh|ch
adjomed the golf course. It was

easier and more. congenlal to
meet h|m early at the course and
play n|ne holes of golf before

offlce '__'ffff"ours
By TAN SRI T K CRITCHLEY

- Putra Al- -Haj as both a prince and patrtot that-
to refer to h1m s1mply as Tunku left no rmsun—
derstandlng

| “Mana Hertog” riots.

By the time I left S1nganore in 1952 it was-’-:f'-:f.;ff
clear that a policy of including Malays, Chinese
and Indians in the one party as.proposed by -

-Onn was at best ahead of its time and that, as

‘the Tunku appreciated, - the . commumtles{,'_' f_

Wantecl their own leaders and partles

In the elections to .the Federal Leglslatwe N
Assembly in 1955, the Alliance under his lead- - -
-ership had won all but one of the 52 seats con— o

tested

progress to mclependence

-~ 'From early in my postlngl '-playecl golf w1th -
: Tun Razak Hussein and.-Tun Ismail Abdul
Rahman and 1t Was not long before Tunku

jomecl n.

The Austrahan ngh Cﬂmmlssmner S re51—'73-’f
dence adjoins the’golf course and it those days
“there ‘was no fence -between the embassy
grounds ‘and the ‘course, Tunku and others -
knew that they were always welcome to relax-_ -

Excerpt from

Prmce Among Men B
'- B Pubhshed by Arklb Negara o

e _The frrst Austrahan ngh Commlssmner to
SO SUCCESSFUL was. Tunku Abdul Rahman |

| the Federation of Malaya and
_;fsubsequently Malaysia Tan Sr| T K

- | ‘Critchley was present when |
| | independence was granted to three

Tunku’s- emergence as the presrdent of
Umne in place of Patuk Onn Jaafar coincided- 1.
~with-my own appointment early in 1951 to . 1
_represent Austratia in Malaya, Singapore and - |
" North Borneo as-acting Australian Commis-": |

“sioner-based in Singapore, on the eve of the._._ij _'.*E__.'--thh the Fore|gn Mmlstry

neighbouring countries, namely

1 Indonesia, Malaya and Papua New

Guinea. His lastposting before retlrement
‘was as Ambassador to Indonesia, - i
‘completing 34 years of overseas serwce R

ji‘at the res1dence 1f they felt s0 mclmed

On occasions when 1 had lnstructlons to-
speak with Tunku, it would be easier for himto

find time, and certamly more congemal to

meet-me early at the course and play nine

. holes of golf before office hours. Serious talk
‘was of course left until after the game. ~

1n 1959, Tunku made a most successfuland
enjoyable first visit to Australra on Wthh I

g 'accompamed him.
=1 returned to: Malaya as the ﬂrst Australlan;_

‘High Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur in Dec--
“ember 1955, to find the- stage set for raplcl;fi_

Unfortunately, at the ﬁrst receptlon in

- Melbourne, hosted by the Australian Deputy
- Prime Minister, | noticed that -pork savouries
- were being offered. Tunku observed my con-
~ cern. ‘_'Dontworry," he sa1d “I know what they_

are P . ,
.n one of the SIghtseemg Journeys we were'

a_..._'f-__.makmg by car, he asked if we were likely to
- ‘see kangaroos. Not here, 1 said confidently.
- Sure enough; at the next bend, two large kan- _
'*_garoos Jumpecl out of our way S

RN TURN TO PAGE 20- j
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E Tunku had a nostalgic memory of his -
student days in London. when he
“had left it as. head it would have:
-~ peen:all right. But-why did he have,._

The trmlng ef eur VlSlt comelde_
" w1th the Melbourne Cup, Australia’s - . enjoyec

'-'_‘“most prestigious and popular horse . wrapped
: Ter endeanng_lchatactenstrcs of

race where he made a wmmng bet
X racmg and kept a box at t
_L.f_:_-'course e
- As a Prmce and ane Mrmster
" Tunku: was. used to-splendour-and -
“finely presented meals. But he’ also
. _enjoyed the srmpler sides of life.

- Winding uphis visit, Tunku and

hrs _party ~were. enjoying a’ quret*"’"
~evening at:-Admiralty. House over- -

race af huour

Clearly m ordenng ﬁsh and chrps

._.__f“_f_fthe ﬁgh and chrpS he baught

and sense

"saw prominent leaders ernergmg at
apprexrmately the same time in:
~South and - South: East ‘Asia. In
‘Indonesia; - it - was Sukarno Shil
- Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh;
Nehru and i in Malaya it was Tunku.’

- Tunku never made. clalmsto be an'

rntellectual but he was an mtelh-

“looking Sydney Harbour ‘and .the .- gent sensitive man qurck to appreci=

- buftler asked: Tunku what he: would
like for dinner. Without hesrtatlon
-;';'-_'_;_,Tunku replied, “fish and chips.” . .
. Atdulyartived, finely presen—ted on -
-:-;-;s?:a silver platter. Tunku was ob __'Iousty
_;-j"f_ff*idlsappemted “What's the matter?” |

~ate ‘practical suggestions. It was

understandable that-at that time
" there- _would".be ﬂcemparrsons
be;g;-__ veen'the leaders of Asia.

- Bubit was surprising whe

“in Incha |

naj our—-?.;. E pemtf.,_:ﬁf;
| nahs_t was foahsh enough te desenhe'-
1. “W. __;:_"'ere s the neWSpaper?” he “-Nehfir

1 Tunku Naturally the Tunku was rm—*

tated lut hrs respensereﬂected hlS

- modesty and keen sense of humour.
s he said to me, ““If the journahst

o throw in the shoulders?” -

Ant_}tf!er exarnple efz:_iéunku s sense; -
e“;‘;‘:humaur was the telegram he sent .
" to his Cabinet colléague Colonel H.S.
.. Lee when the latter was awardetl a*-_--- :

kmghthood

“Tun Lee, who played a major role_"'f*
m the -formation -of the Malayan

" Chinese ‘Association in 1949 and its

~subsequent - pohtlcal partlapatlon-:*

-

“with. Uinno .in- ‘the Alliance, was. a‘

- small man. Tunku s warn

shortest knight of the‘year"

1969 Jeft Tunku 2

| happened te pass t
Lumpur

nly congrat—-
-ulatory message was sent to. “the |

wough Kuala -
t that time and’ was: asked::--:.a:a
by my govemment to repert an the

-srtuatlen My mforrnatlon and 1m— -

pressmns were that the riots were to-
“a large ‘extent: localised in Selangor

_and that the srtuatron would settle
__down 5 | g

Tunku was a man who en}oyed

f“_;llfe and: wanted-others to.enjoy it as -
well.
pressed by Islamic leaders at the .

Although a devout Muslim and -

time of mdependence Tunku did not

~"support a theocratic state, bel_levmg
*that Teligion: was a- matter be.,_'?"' veen,
’:mdmduals and God. %

«‘Tunku . was " a- leader of mde

i-'understanclmg and human - |
" thy. He was one of those rare pOlltl—
~-cians who did not feel it necessaryto

~seek to present an 1magelarger than"

~life; He had a great capacity to make -
~The eemmuﬁal lots.m Selanger m?; -

frrends strahan frrentls
1 “birth aay, he

- reeewett Pftrstralra s hrghest ‘honour

- the Honotary Companmn of the
Order of Australra. |
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