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- also attended the Federal Executwe
" Cotincil meetmgs -where"-'-l ﬁrst met

- State Secretary of Pahang.
through -him-that I first met and
hecame pel tically mvehre 8
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CTunkw, oo
perstiaded by-

en I was ﬁnall._
“thelate Tun Leong Yew Koh to leave
“the Radical Party and ] join the MCA,:
autematzcally beCeme a member of
. the opposition- in the Federal
Leglslatlve Assembly chance T

~ wasallocated a seat at the back ofthe

- House between Tu

on my.rlght

- the’ three of us it -was Ghafar Baha
who was the most glftecl orator. . ¢
-Tunku worked on his agenda to
ﬁght for'i dependence and to quell -
- the communist insurgency through
~ the mandate he enjoyed as the leglt-
“imate leader of- the peaple on
<-account ‘of his electoral victory and. -
the fact that he representecl the voice .
-of the dlfferent communities in the
country I A
‘Frealised that he wqued very well
as the “captam ofateam” - - -
~“MERDEKA was a cIarlon call to
freedom that was being taken up
“more.and more passmnately by the .
peaple throughout the count
began to understand. the Alliance. -
. conceptofan independent Malaya as
tlrelessly expeunded by Tunku. - .
his was important.as the concept
was itself new and untested: It was
different from:th IlathnWIdE call of
~ “Hidup Melayu”:
premulgated by Umno ‘under the

- leaders -_tp of Datuk Onn jaafar -

. Tunk htmse‘lf had nclden on t e
“wave. of Malay sentiments. It was’
~during this. time" that 1 began to
“appreciate Tunku s absolute com-
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standmg of one’ another blossomed

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

'm*—_——____—_ﬂ___________________m

THE STAR

DATE: 19/ 0g /2007

Malaya --’-'-‘".;Chlhese Assectatlon

A

MCA) in 1954 and. was. e_lected_

wh
...-t"!'

N

The .UPP
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Malaysta (Gerakan) which won -
“the Penang state election in1969. -
'He was Penang's Iongest serving:

Chtef Mmister, frem I969 te I996
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“*ht and devotwn to the nation- -
.He. appeared SImple in com-__ - 8
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statements at. ofﬁctal meetmgs
When he was with the -people, he
spke fo them from the heart thh
‘utmost sincerity. It was his spmtual
aura and chansma that won us-the .
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Historians- wﬁl record the peried
when I broke away from him pohtzm
cally and’ even challenged his views -
.about the Alliance. ‘Although. we "
-drifted apart, as. destmy would have
- it, ‘our mutual fnendshlp and underw

~once again when Tunku came to live -
‘inPenang followmg his: retirement as’

- In our younger- days I would meet
hlm with his: friends at the races in . A DUBRCIIE o . e SR e Pl e E
~ Penang. He enjoyed the good fortune s L e T LI e e S
- of being the co-owner, with’ Datuk-t---.- Archives ... . .~ .
~ Tan Chin Nam, of the famous horsef?,-.. T R T e T L L T
“Think Big” ~which - - won- “the -

x_ Slght s LT T pation such: as ours, each mdmdual dedtcation totry to know what the
“Tunku taught us that if only we are Malayslan has a role to play in other person thinks or believes in.
umte‘d -we can shape our own des- - strengthening the nation through a.  And respect can only become lasting
tmy and take on- the “world, and -

“sense.of national unity based upen . and true if one tries to sympatheti-
-come a model of success for the. -

-rest of -the werld to. emulate. He™
~taught us that in .a multi-racial,
multi-cultural and multlmrellgmus.

‘those days, he wmllcl sit at th
" lower- ,tl_ers of the clubhouse. Today,
-.there is-a special box"named after -
--him. In his last few years, it was here
that Tunku used to sit and watch the

‘races on TV because: of failing eye-

routual understandmg and reSpect
fareneanether._ o
I leamt from Tunku .nthat the

~son thinks or believes in, although
. your own personal views may differ-
Cfromhis. -
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~cally understand what the other per-
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