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He was portrayed as bemg anti-Malay in the aftermath of May 13 and hlS name
sullied. Nothlng could have been further from the truth

By TENGKU RAZALEIGH
HAMZAH

LONG before 1 was even born, my
father Tengku Mohamed Hamzah,
the Menteri Besar of Kelantan, had

been close to the royal family of

Kedah. In the late 1950s, my father
used to call on Ayah (Tunku Abdul
Rahman) at The Residency whenev-
er he was in Kuala Lumpur to attend
the Rulers’ Conference.
- As for me, I met Ayah regularly
while studying economics at
Queen’s University in Belfast, when
was also Secretary-General of the
Malay Society of United Kingdom.

in February 1962, when | was in
my final year reading law at
Lincoln's Inn, my father had a fatal
stroke, thus forcing my early return
to Malaya. My plane took me to
Singapore. Ayah was kind enough to
have sent a special plane to trans-

port me from Singapore to Kota -

Bharu.

He asked me to remain in the
country and become politically
involved in Kelantan. However, |
was not quite ready for electoral pol-
itics. In the absence of my father, |
had a responsibility to manage my
family affairs, and make a mark, if
possible, in the financial sector.

Nevertheless, thanks to Ayah, [ was
myself inspired to swap my Saville-
- Row city suits for traditional Malay
garb and to venture forth into the
uncertainties of Kelantan politics.

The fact that he was a prince did
not inhibit him from going to the
kampung to win support_for self-
government and later 1ndepen-
dence. [ came to realise through the
sheer force of Ayah’s living example
that royal antecedence did not give
us any special privileges in an inde-
pendent Malaya — apart from those
dictated by protocol - and that we
would have to take our place as citi-
zens on par with the rest.
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Old friénds. Tengku Razaleigh with Tunku during the latter’s visit to |
Kota Bharu at the invitation of the Sultan and Raja Perempuan of |
Kelantan on Nov 6, 1988. — Courtesy of Tunku Sofiah Jewa

Ayah was a Malay gentleman who
was steeped in adat. He was
extremely hospitable to his guests.
Despite the great age gap between
both of us, whenever I visited Ayah, 1

would find him literally waiting for -

me at the door.
The tragic part of it all was that

“despite his good intentions and

great concern for the Malay commu-
nity, Ayah was portrayed as being
anti-Malay in the aftermath of May

13 and his name sullied.
Nothing could have been further

from the truth: It was Ayah who had

ensured Malay predominance in the
country, to the extent that he was
willing to allow Singapore to leave
peacefully in the larger interest of
the Malay agenda, despite the politi-

- cal cost.,

Again it was Ayah who ensured
that certain provisions and safe-
guards were included in the Consti-

- Corporation),

tution to protect the Speaal position

of the Malays. He also ensured that
the Civil Service, Military and Police

- Force would be headed by Malays.
It was during Ayah’s premiership

that massive rural development pro-
grammes were carried out to eradi-

~cate poverty among the Malays: a

nascent class of Malay entrepre-
neurs was created through the
Bumiputra Economic Congresses of

- 1965 and 1968, plus institutions
~such as Bank Bumiputra Malaysia

Berhad, PERNAS (National Equity
‘MARA (Council of
Trust for the Indigenous Peopie) and
FAMA (Federal Agricultural Mar-
keting Authority) were established.

Despite these initiatives, efforts
were directed at discrediting. and
nullifying Ayah’s contributions to-
wards Malay pre-dominance in the
country.

Although Ayah was the master-
mind behind the grand design to
help the Malays, the Malays chose to
see Tun Razak’s sole hand in the var-
ious departmental projects that
were carried out during Ayah’s era.

It was also unfortunate that my
close association with (Tun) Dr
Mahathir (Mohamad) was miscon-
strued. Ayah had fathered me politi-
callyinUmno.

[ was of course considerably more
pro-Tunku than Mahathir or anyone
else, but my sympathies for Maha-
thir upset Ayah.

When Ayah retired, he was in
financial straits. The Government
allocated a bungalow in the Federal
Capital for him to stay for life. This
was the government quarters at No.
1, Kenny Road (now Jalan Bukit
Tunku).

When | became Finance Minister, |
felt that as a national icon, Ayah
must be given the opportunity to
own the house. I discussed the mat-

ter with Tun Hussein Onn and it was

decided that the house should be

Mala}/fmkw GW

Excerpt from

| Prmc_e Among Men
Published by Arkib Negara

sold to Ayah at a special price nor-
mally fixed for the benefit of the dis-
advantaged, namely one-eighth of
the market value. Since even that
was too expensive for Ayah, 1 was
more than happy-to arrange for the
money. .

In 1989, differences between
Mahathir and me resulted in the
formation of Semangat 46, of
which 1 was the president, and
Ayah the adviser. Ayah became the
first registered member of Se-
mangat 46; Tun Hussein Onn was
the second in line. |

‘It was Ayah who 1n51sted that a

- party be formed when Umno Baru

was registered. He was concerned
that having blacklisted leaders of old
Umno, the leadership of Umno Baru
would bar the supporters and sym-
pathisers of the so-called Team B
from joining Umno Baru.

If these political activists were
alienated, he feared that they might
join opposition parties like PAS and
Parti Rakyat and might not return to
Umno. |

“Although he was instrumental in’
setting up Semangat 46, Tunku also
advised me to keep an open mind
because he was concerned about
Malay unity. He advised me that in
the event there was an opportunity

- for both sides to come together, then

Semangat 46 should be dissolved.

Even in his old age, Ayah was
determined to set things right. As in
Ayah's era as Prime Minister, his was

still the healing touch.

Born on 13th April 1937, into the
Kelantan royal household, Tengku Tan
Sri Razaleigh Hamzah, affectionately
known as Ku Li, has been an MP since
1969. In Umno, he was elected to the
Supreme Council in 1971, and became
vice-president in 1975. He also served
as Finance Minister under Prime
Minister Tun Hussein Onn and is cur-
rently the MP for Gua Musang.
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