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hls son, Tun Tan Siew Sin.

" All three men were determmed to .
~win independence from Britain with-
out bloodshed and to create a political |
- and legal framework for this country = |

~ thatwould enable Malays, Chinese and
- Indians to share power and live in
harmony. And all three believed in the

ccncept of a multi-racial Malaysia. °

1 z___-u»and the:two: Tun Ta_ns hcrr-— .

£ ;f-l.ever, Were more ’rhan pchucal a]he.s =
they were also good friends. e

Malacca, he Wef’ff-‘”_& Stay Wlfh Tun Tan . . B
.'Cheng Lock at the family ancestral . |
| "'_f_j_home in the then __Heeren Street, now'l R |

- One mdlcator of the Tm]kus high
o esteem for Cheng Lock was the factthat -

- the latier was awarded the title of “Tun” B R
| 1t ﬂlustrates the abselute trust the Tunhu
- had in Siew Sin’s judgment, even thouigh '_-.

. in 1958, one of the earliest Malaysmn

-;'-Chmese to be so-honoured.

~~Yet another:indicator was Tunku S
demsmn to accord Cheng Lock a state: -

" funeral when the MCA founder
passed away on Dec 13, 1960, the first.
time this signal honour was given to a |
member of the public. This honour was
-all the more remarkable because at that .

- time, Cheng Lock was no longer MCA
-- _presuilent nor did he ever hcld any

government post

- trious sons, a pillar of strength
Alliance Party and one of the fathers ef
s independence.

| suppcrhm those early days, ‘T might
- say here that my mission forgindepen=.

dence could not have been achieved -
~ except probably at the cost of u'cuble -
~and bloodshe '-
Given his strong friendship Wlth'
Cheng Lock, the relationship between
~ the Tunku and Siew Sin was equally -
- close. What is perhaps unique is the fact

& the Tunku wrote.

" that both men could be — and often were

~ —exceptionally frank in expressing their - -
- sometimes differing views. Yet their dif-
- ferences of opinion never caused offence -
or dented the high regard each had for

the other. o
‘Ajoyto work W|th

-wrote in a personal mbute when Slew
e Sm passed away. |

~“One day, he asked me for leave to
| ,ge to Europe and I readily agreed. Then

before he left, he came to have a last

discussion with me and asked who

- would take his place as finance minis-

around and said:

‘You finance uumster" Then I Weu’t -

2o on leave!

“That is the type Of man (SIE:W Sm) |

. Wwas, s:t:ralght and frank and honest

and sincere. I appointed Tun (Abdul)

Razak (Hussein) as finance minister
~and so he went off,” the Tunku added.
This incident undersceres onepoint

- the Tunku never regarded Siew Sin’s
refusal to hand over responsibility for
the Treasury as an act of insubordina-

‘- tion or Wcrse, cf dlslcyalty Abcve a]],

COMMON VlSlOIl and
shared ideals — these were

-~ the two factors that prompt-
- ed“Tunku Abdul Rahman = §
e MAto work closely first, with © J
- Tun Tan Cheng Lock and later with
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itreflected adversely on the prime min-
“ister. This helped to enhance Siew

Sin’s effectiveness as finance minister

and contributed significantly to his

“record brea]ﬂng 15—year tenure. in the
post. .
‘Because ef the Tunku 8 unwaver—
ing support, Siew Sin was- able to
- make ﬁnanclal declslons that were eco-

| ~.nomically necessary although politi--
When Cheng Lock passed away, the -

Tunku penned a tribute that was pub- -
 lished in the Straits Times. He described
- Cheng Lock as one of Malaya’s illus- -

to the

cally unpopular, and to-disagree with

‘the Tunku as well as with his Umno
" colleagues without worrying about -
being undermmed by ]ealous pchhcal'

rvals. .
Descrlbmg Slew Sm as a typ1ca1

Malaysian who “lives and thinks
‘Malaysian”, in his address to the i
MCA’s general assembly, the Tunku

 recounted an ineident when some
Chinese rice millers cemplamed |
about Siew Sin’s. refusal to entertam'
* ﬂi.lelrrequ est, |

- “T remember cue eeeasmn When

some Chinese rice millers met him in

‘Kuala Lumpur and made certain
" demands for the increase of the price
of rice and to be given certain la:uty in-

dea]mg with their merchandise.
“Siew Sin told them off and asked

“them to return home. They immedi-
-ately came to see me and complained

" that Siew Sin is not a Chinese, to-.
~.~whichany reply was, he is a Malaysmu
| -?and they must fc]low h]s exampl A
 “It was a real joy to work mth Slew o
~-Sin. He was a very careful finance '.t_;{An ImDOSSime fellow
- minister, sometimes a little bittoo care- - Tunku never forgot his fluance
- ful and I had differences with, him -
- over matters of expenditure. I said his
- ught—ﬁsted policy was not helping the

'~',?-ccu11try to get richer,” the Tunku

minister’s refusal to hand over
responsibility for the Treasury to th,

~even though he was the prime
‘minister, and often recounted this -
incident when intro duculg Slew Sm te_
‘visiting dignitaries. |
When Eisaku Sato, the then Prlme |
Minister of Japan visited Malaysia in
'--September 1967 Tunku described Siew
“Sin “as an impo: 331b1e fellow, he won’t

' do what I tell him”, and then proceed--
ter. I told him not to worry about that,

Iwould takeit cverfrom h]m He tumed_ |

ed to relate this mcldeut to the J apanese
premier. |

- “Why dcn’t you sack h1m‘?” the
] apanese premier asked. |
~ “Oh no, I can’t do that. If I did, the

ceuntry.rr Wculd £0 baukrupt,” Tmlku __
replied. According to Siew Sin, thls"
- encounter left Tunku in good humour
'and the Sato considerably confused.

Having known Cheng Lock, the

Tunku often adopted an avuncular'
~attitude towards Siew Sin. On one
occasion, cencerned about Siew Sin’s
‘health and his sedentary lifestyle, the
rTunku trled to: persuade hlS ﬁnance

e ku-_.AbduI Rahman retums on Jan 29, 1969 after |
| attendmg the COmmcnweaith Heads of Government Meeting in

‘London. He is met by Financé Minister Tun Tan Siew Sin, deputy
" ‘premierTun Abdul Razak Hussein and Works, Posts and - -
§ Telecommunications Minister Tun V.T. Sambanthan. The Tunku is
. carrying granddaughter Nurhayatl and holdmg Farldah his adOpted

mmlster to take up golf B |
Having played rugby, fectba]l and
- hockey, Siew Sin regarded golf with

- considerable disdain. How difficult was

it to hit a golf ball into a hole a few

“hundred yards a)rsray, he asked.
Realising persuasion wouldn’t work, -
“the Tunku decided to capitalise on Siew
Sin’s well-known dislike for waste.
- The prime minister ordered a set of
- made-to-measure golf clubs for Siew
Sin. Presented with this expensive gifl, -
‘Siew Sin had no chelce but 1o 31g11 up
for golf lessons. - |
His first golf lesscu was. at the a
Rcyal Selangor Golf Club with the
. Tunku as an interested spectator. A
dlplcmat, aware of this epochal event,
‘asked the Tunku about the finance min-
ister’s first attempt at golf. :
 “Did the ball go?” the diplomat asked.
- “Yes, the ball went and so did the
mlmster ? Tunku said. With
conelderable relish, he proceeded to
describe Siew Sin’s ﬂymg leap after |

| - his club hit the ball.

Reinforcing the clese relatienshlp_ |
betweeu the two men was the strong
-sense of political solidarity both men
displayed towards each other. One inci-

- dent illustrates the Tunkw’s unwaver-
- ing suppcrt for the MCA as Umno’s part-
“ner in the then ru]mg ceahuen the- |
Alliance.
- Durmg the 1964 general electlon o
- campaign, Singapore Prime Minister

- Lee Kuan Yew tried very-hard to per-
~“suade the Tunku to drop the MCA and -

- admit the Singapore-based People’s

Achen Party, or PAP, into the Alliance.

- Flatly refusing to consider the PAP
‘as a potential partner, the Tunku -

‘declared the three Alliance parl:ﬁers _

~Umno, MCA and MIC - would swim

or smk together. . '-

~ “Even if there are only five MCA B

members left or five MIC, we will

always stand together umted in

' common purpose,” the Tunku told an

election rally on March 28, 1964. -
If one week is a long time in-

| politics, the friendship and political

‘relationship ‘between Tunku and two
generations of politicians - first, Tun -
Tan Cheng Lock and: later, Tun Tan
- Siew Sin may well be an_ umnatched |
record in longeﬂty n thls countly

" Tan Siok Choo is the gmnddaughter of
~ the late Tun Tan Cheng Lock and the
daughter of the late Tun Tan Siew Sin.
- A lawyer by training and a journalist
by inclination, she is.a Visiting Fellow

" at the Institute of Strategic and

Intenmnonal Studzes Malaysza. -7 o
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