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PRIME Minister Datuk Seri Abdul--

‘lah’Ahmad Badawi said the pow-

er-sharing concept. of Malaysia’s
government had . brought pro-
gress to the nation because its
leadérship of various races and
faiths believed in working togeth-
‘er for the good of all Malaysians,

“Because politics is the major .

- factor that determines the pattern

of development and future of the
country, our consensus is wide=

" ranging. All aspecis of the coun-

try’s development receive. the at-
. tention of the cabinet that repre—,

- sents different races and fait
.Abdullah said .at

ence on Thursday. -
He said he made’ thls ‘point as an

example of interfaith co- operation .
~during the question- -and-answer. .
.segsion on “Faith and Medernisa-.
- tion” at the annual World Eco- |

~ nomic-Forum (WEF) here, where. -

f'he was one of the'speakers.

The session was chalr&iby ftm—

mer British prime minister Tony
Blair and attracted an audience of
- more than 200 delegates that in-
..cluded non-governmental organi-
sations,. religious leaders, aca-
demicsand goyernment leaders:
- We; h b

. cept

- makmg decisions through consen-

-sus. We can proudly say that we

“have succeeded for 50 years. Buit,
th

- our capa,mty 1o co- operate for the

‘press confer—

d because of . . an

and its people continue to prosper
and grow. -

“This is our shared comnutment
and. belief — that with the ‘part-
nership that exists in the govern-
ment; we can achieve what is best

~for Malaysians of various races

and faiths.”

On his-proposal for a strateglck
' co]laboratlon between- the West

and the Muslim world to advance

the - economic * agenda ‘of -the
_‘Makkah ' Declaration, Abdullah

id-the focus was still on inter-
thdxalogues
lhe important thing is that

‘well-being of the rakyat and devel- :
:opment of the country, to work to-
gother to ensure that the country: .

" {rade and investment ties.

'potentla,l for Petronas- to' partici

~development. .
- Abdullah -also met Wlth Pak
! “istani President Pervez Mushar-
‘an_effort to get it - raf, who briefed him on the situa-

“started. [n my view, mterest and

Malaysia a model of
interfaith co- operatlon

NST— 20\ wes

: dlscussmn on this subject isg
-ing. There. is greater realisat]

now ‘that this issue. is

“.and needs tobe.addre

er, regardless of faith.

- On his meeting with Ukram.an -
President Viktor Yushchenko, the

prime minister said both leaders

agreed to speed up the formation

of a joint commission to enhalﬁe

He said they had discusséd
sending - Malaysian students to
universities in the Ukraine and th

pate inthe country’s 011 and ga

tion in Pakistan and its return to

meeting up at
the World

Klaus Schwab, . Sta,ndard Char-
tered - group ~chairman ‘Mervyn

Dervies. and Bombardier Inc‘

* Abdullah- said.-both cerporate
ﬁgures had congratulated ‘Malay-

-sia.on its growing economy..

Dervies had - also. commended
Malaysia for its leadership rolé in

the development of Islamic bank-
-ing:-glebally ‘and said Standard

Chartered was working to expand

its Islamic banking services in the J

country.

" chairman and chief executive offi- -
- cer Laurent Beaudoin. -




