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he Ninth Malaysr
II}Id term re, iew of which will be

o poverty had gone down, with the number of

hardcore poor reduced from 1 2 per cent to. ~

0.7percent. . : :
- “This. means that our target radlcate
povertyby 2010:isachievable,” he said at an

.annual gathering of 8,000 civil servants or-
ganised by the National Institute of Public

-+ Adrministration (Intan) at the Putrajaya In-
“ternational Convention Centre. .

“Also present were several ministers, cor-

porate leaders, Chief Secretary to the Gov-

ernment Tan Sri Mohd Sidek Hassan; Public

. Service " director-general - Tan Sri -Ismail
- Adam and Inspector- Genera.l of Police Tan
- SriMusa Hassan.

Abdullah said the income gap between ru-

‘ral and urban areas had also been reduced

'jﬁﬁm a ratio of 1:2.11 in 2004 to 1:1.99 last

gowt

- mentm unplementmg all five thrusts of th

e nattona.l Imss1on would show p051t1ve Ie
oo osuliss o

“This | means that we have been able to

Smce 111dependence he sa,ld the govern

" ment had been consistent in its effort to wipe-

" out poverty and with the implementation of

iy

. the New Economic Policy, the poverty level‘
" “had beenreduced by 60 percent. =~ :

“This effort has always been our prlorlty\

- and we are thankful that we have succeeded.
- By 2010, there wiil be no more poor people

in this country. We should be resolute in'our

commitment to getrid of poverty,” he said.
The government has allocated RM200 bil-

lion for pro;ects under the Ninth- Malaysia

! Plan.

Abdullah stressed that delays by govern-

ment agencies and ministries in implement- .
ing the projects would cause the people to

lose out.

“Itis my ardent hope that a]l agencies dou-
ble their efforts to carry out these projects
within the set timeframe. Implementation of

the projects will be one of the key perfor-
mance indicators for secretaries-general of
ministries and heads of department.
“The performance of your ministries and
departments will be measured by your suc-
cess in unplemennng lmpactful projects, not

! projects.
: plemented for the benefit. of the 9
: people The EPU’s household income survey
~carried out last year showed the rate of

not failure; not anything

International Convent' n-Centré yesterday

just by your capablh‘les in spendmg 100 per
cent of the allocations. - =

“That is old management ’Ihe pI‘Q]eCtS
must benefit the people.”

He also told government servants that they k

hadno opuon but to succeed tomake sure the
country’spublic: servme emerged asone of the
world’s best. :

“Give yourselves only one optlon —Suecess,
else but success suc-

preserve this asset.”
dullah said fewer articles on c1v11 ser-

class.” :
In terms of competltlveness the prime mm
istor said Malaysia had gained world recogni-

- tion alongside some developed countries such

as the United States and Japan.

The Institute of Management Development,
inits 2007 World Competitiveness Year Book,
placed Malaysia in eighth place in terms of
competitiveness for-countries with popula-
tions of more than 20 million. . .

Abdullah said Malaysia was placed fourth
interms of business efﬁciency and 10th for in-
frastructure last year. “We were placed at

number 19 among the world’s leading tradmgc

couniries lastyear. -
“This, however, should not make us com-
‘placent as other countries like China; India,

and Vietnam will continue to increase their |

level of competitiveness. We should continue

~our efforts to achleve a first-class standard in
public service.”

B SEE ALSO P40

Prime M|n|ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi speakln at the al
-civil servants organised by the National Institute of Public A m|n|str‘

“ would enable the police torespond more rapidly to

best for our civil service. Mulii: -ethnicity (in
the civil service) is an asset and we want to -

ts*: mefﬁcrency and misdemeanoturs were

pubhshed in the newspapers last year com- -

~pared with 2006:

H last yea,r was the start to an nnproved"”

-public service: delivery: system, this” year
should bethe year for us to attain a standard .
of exce]Ience on par w1th the best or best inits 1,,}

gathermg of 8,000 '
on at the Putra|aya ’

serv1ce cops told

PUTRAJAYA. Pohce can increase the1r presence

in crowded urban areas by renting more shoplots
for use as stations-or beat bases the pr' e minis-
ter said.
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Baﬂavw als
mternal security minister, said-a wider presen

.emergency calls and also boost public confidence. -
“Iwant.the police presence to be felt everywhere.

‘sothatthe rakyat can feel safe and confident. It will ‘
.also have a deterrent effect-on would-be crimi-: -
* nals,” he said yesterday at the prime minister’s an-

nial gathering with-civil servants. ;
Some urban areas already have police statlons

.. .operating out of shoplots and Abdullah said this
~'was one way to lower the crime rate; adding that
- the saine should be done irfsmaller towns: :

“We should not wait for new police stations tobe

: buﬂt While we wait, crimes: take place. It is-net-
that the government has no money fo build more-
- police stations, but-in small towns, new: stations

“tend to be built away from where people hve We

--have to be near to have faster response times.”

- Abdullah lauded the police for attending quickly
to calls. The police have set a goal of four minutes
to respond to an emergency.




