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JOHOR . BARU.: Acknowledgmg
~‘that he was one of the causes of
the setbacks suffered by Umno
“and Barisan Nasional in the 12th
general election, Umno president
Datuk - Seri ‘Abdullah - Ahinad
Badawi yesterday said e felt re-.
sponsible to now work towards re-

- habilitating the party despite calls
for hisresignation. -
The prime minister also

pledged torevivé BN and Umno by

- delivering onhis past promises.

Abdullah’s stand came just after
a pledge of support for him from
all of Johor’s 26 division chiefs,
putting torestrumours that Umno
leaders in the state were gomg to

ask him to step down;

There had been calls the past
few days from certain Umno quar-
~ ters for him toresigh from the gov-
_ ernment and the party over. the

Nsn n %( 'L(/oj’ '

. ruling coa,htmn S, poor. sl

“"thie general election last month in

*“which-the BN, for the first time in-
its history, lost_control over five

states and a two-thirds ma_]orlty in
pa.rhament '

" “l admit I was one of the causes. -

for these losses. I also understand

that there are many things that

need to be done. There are many

réforms and changes that need-to . .
“but the rakyat can throw it away
“over something which they cannot:
.aceept Some of ﬁlese{hulgs include”
“issues eoncerning inter-racial and
; mter-rehglous relations.” ,
‘Responding to fresh calls on
—ThursdayfromKedah and Penang -
. Umno leaders for him to resign,
- Abdullah said that was their view.-
“Not all of them feel that way. -

be‘done, such as reforming the ju-

- diciary, fighting corruption, re-
" dueing crime and improving the
- public deliverysystem. -~ - ’
" “Thereare also other issues that. -
need to be tackled that are related
to inter-racial relations and reli-

gious freedom.
“These are-some of the promls

es I made in the 2004. BN mani- -

festo and I mustimplement them,”
Abdullah said after a meeting with

Johor Umnoleaders here.
Some of these matters were al-
Teady being Worked\on, such as the

ment- | companies, he said.
“I am respohsﬂ)le for doing all

-these. Some of it has or is being
done while oth@rs take a bit more

fime.” .-

in Umno as some of the policies

:that it helped put forward in the

BN hadled to the ire of voters.
“The party can. be very strong

But never mind. 1 have said before

“that Iwill not remain for very long.

“But | have a mandate from the
people to_continue, and I have a

" responsibility to rectify the issues

reformmg\ Govern-y ‘

» Beforethe startof press con<"

“ference, Johor Umno State Tiisen~

‘chief Qgtuk Abdul"Ghani ‘Othman
pledge the -support-'of all the
state’s 26 division chiefs for Ab-

__dullah, putting to rest rumours

‘that-they were-also; “going. to-ask
himtostepdown. =
On a related: m@tter ‘Abdullah
said Umno- weuld' logk into sug-
# gestlons that the system to choose
genetal election candidates be re-
viewed as disgruntlement among
its division leaders over the party’s
chofees was a factor in the BN s
losses
~ “Thissystem s based on consul-
tation and has been the time-hon- -

.oured practice. On the one hand,

they (grassroots leaders) want the
senior leadership to decide but
when we decide, they don’t agree
;w1th the choice. ;

“It is complicated but we w1]l do
-our best,” Abdullah said. -



