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Abdu]la.h Ahmad Badaw1 yes-.

terday refused to be rushed in-"

toa successmn plan and sald

tions in Decemb
‘The prime ministes

pelled- any notion ‘that the
‘Barisan Nasional government', :

was about 1o fa]l“

ed a smooth transiti

disarray. -
- “Ofcourse, Iwant the trans-

fer to be smooth. That’s very -

important. So“when 1 hand

over the party, it will be in or--

der andnotinchaos. -

“I am not going to say to Na-
jib, good:-luck, that’s" your
problem, not mine. That’s not
the right way.I'am not the type

that will leave (the pa.rty} inthe -

lurch just like that,” he said af-
ter an hour-long briefing for
BN’s more than 500 MPs and
state assemblymen.

Abdullah was given a stand-

would not leave the party in

1ng ovation after the brleﬁhg ’
He said he went through a
similar process when he took

-over from former prime min--

ister \Tun Dr Mahathir Mo-

-hamad in 2003. .

He denied Johor Umno had

‘demanded that & suceession
plan be put into effect quickly:

“They said they were leav-
ing it to me to decide. They

. made it very clear they would
continue to support me, and -

that at the party elections they

~ will"-be behind e and Najib
- for president and deputy.”

Al'&hough several - Umno
personalities have asked Ab-

“dullah -to<step down, the -
grassroots sentiment is actu-.
»a]lymlxed

“Some-say it (the succession

_plan) should be done soon,
some say not to hurry. There.

are So. many views. This is
democracy and everyone is
entitled to speak.

“If we tell them to keep qui-
et, they say we are afraid. So

letthem speak,” he said.

Abdullah, who up until yes-

~terday had not spoken of hJs )

intentions for the party pol]s
said he would defend his post
against any challenge.

“Why shouldn’t I contest?

. Youtell me;” he said: .
He dismissed opposition -

claims that it would be able to
successfully mount a vote of
no-confidence against him

~when the parliamentary ses-

sion begins on April 29.-
““That’s their ‘claim. I am

very confident BN MPs are loy--
altothe party a.nd will vote for‘

BN .
Na]lb said the transmon of

Datuk Liow Trong
- Lai; Education .
- Minister. Datuk

. »—Educatlon .
< Minister. Datuk
> ‘Wee Ka Siong
haring a joke
during a briefin
7 forBN -
- representatives
“.the Putra World. -
,’"Trade Centre: *
. “yesterday.

. power would be discussed by

him and the prime minister

. when the time came.

“It is crucial that when this
happens, it will be " done
smoothly, to avoid any prob-
lems which can arise when the
transition -of power :takes
place,” Najib said.

Asked when - the transfer
should be carried out, he
replied: -

“It is not up to me. I believe
the prime - minister has the
wisdom to decide the time and
manner (of the transition).”



