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AS - someone wlio wvllved

'through the 1988 judicial cri- -
-sis, I am happy that the prime :

minister-has: brought closure
to this matter.~

. His acknowledgement of thef.

contributions, pain‘and suffer-
 ing endured by the sacked and

‘suspended judges was a sin-

cere -gesture - of- healing - a

wound that has néver been :*

tréated or. even ‘Jooked at for i

thelast 20 years.

=Some would have’ preferred :

“an outright apology ‘and'oth-
ers would have wanted theen-

ire  episode to be reviewed -

. thoroughly But; as the. prime -
minister said, itds tlme for us
to move on. . v

Fam sure that for ma.ny the

'governments récognition: of -

what: the judges -have-gone
through is a sufficient gesture
to bring this matter to a close,

' While "the  prime- minister -
wasight to say that the gfood-
will ex gratia payments made

to the judges cannot be equat-- -

" ed to the humiliation: they en<
(dured, it is nonetheless an of-
~fermade ingoodfaith. -~

Thisis especially beﬁttmg‘/

“since thése ‘judges lost out on-
their incomes, their’ full ‘pen-
sions and any post-retlrement

‘sector:because many of them

appomtments in the corporate )

were ostramsedbythe govern- ~ the

Cment:
"1 only hope- the ex graﬂa,: , k ;
“this excuse, even though any -
_ informed ‘Malaysian * ‘with a -
~memory of the crisis remem-
bers that it wasa pohtwa,lv

« payments reflect these losses
- the ‘judges . endured.- 1 also

- think the question of an apolo-
-gy is ‘best put to: those who -
‘were actually involved in the

judiciakerisis. -

“Team B” that challen: ed Tun

“DrMahathir Mohame m the :

party election. -

“In fact, the roots of the. ]udl

Cla.l crisis:go back to that Um-
no dispute which resulted in

the “old” Umno heing deregls- -

“tered by the courts and in--

- creasing Dr-Mahathir’s a,ngerr
« towardsthe Judl(na,ry

©'So, the question of the prlme ‘

minister apologising for some-

thing that henever had a ha.nd
mdoes notarise. -

- Ifanyone needs to apologise

to Tun ‘Salleh Abas and his

‘contemporaries, and argliably
“to the nation; for destroying -
“the Judl(:xary, itis Dr Mahathir.

But we know that such an

“As far as’ 1 remember thez
present prime minister was -
-sacked from the cabinet be--
. fore the judicial-crisis for be-
" ingpart of the so-called Umno-

move to.crush the judiciary:

‘But ‘it inust. not just be Dr-
‘Mahathir who-apologises. .
“We very quickly forget that

~ one of Dr Mahathir’s strongest

- ;cheerleaders during.the judi-
cial erisis is still very much on

the political stage today.
For those who: remember,

~we will not easily forget that ,
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahint — =
the - self-styled ‘champion “of -

justice today — was one of the

- most outspoken pohucm,ns de-
fending the sacking of the
: Judgesm1988 3
" It'is ironic and sad:that his -
‘wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah -
WanIsmail, could share a table:
‘with Salleh at the Bar Council
dinner-without even acknowl-, -
edging that her husband, too,
“had a role to play in the de-
“struction of our judiciary. -

In his lBlog, Anwar has the
temerity ‘to criticise the gov-

‘ernment for not tendering a

ane M;mster

- Abdullah’Ahmad Badawi has
“ brought closure to a pamful

chapter

- simple: apology He must thmk? -
Malaysians had forgotten his:

role i this. If Anwar is truly
the - “leader-in-waiting” -that -

e claims to be, he miust apol- -

ogise for being a part. of the at- -
tackonthe Judlmary —
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