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“Transition plan a boost for Umno

PUTRAJAYA : Datuk Seri Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi said
yesterday the plan for transi-
tion of power he announced
yesterday was expected to
strengthen Ummno  solidarity
and the government’s position’
in focusing on efforts to lmple
ment the promises made in .
the last general election, . - -

The prime minister also said
that as-such, he and Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Na-
jib Tun Razak would be able to
concentrate on national devel-
opment efforts, and in fact
work even harder at that.

“I will maintain the same
pace.“Iwill not slow down.

“In fact, I have to_do more
now,” he. told the national
news agency, Bernama, and .

RTM Radio in a special inter-
view at Sri Perdana, the prime
minister’s official resuience
here.

Abdullah expressed his de-
termination, through his com-
bination = with Najib, to

-strengthen Umno and garner

_ the suplll)grt of the peaple.
ve: to ‘gain the confi-

dence of the people,” he said..

Under the plan for transition
of power, Abdullah is to hand
over the post of prime minis-
ter, chairmanship of the
Barisan Nasional and presi-
dency of Umno to Na]lb m
June 2010. :

Asked whether the move to
voluntarily withdraw in 2010
was a sacrifice he was making
for the party and country, Ab-
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dullah said: “Itis up to the peo-
ple to determine that.”

On the candidate for the
post of deputy prime minister
after the transition of power,
Abdullah said he would leave
that decision to Najib.

“Itis not right (for me) to de-
termine (the candxdate) Let
him (Najib) do that.™

Abd was convmced
that Najib would not have any

problem selecting his deputy .

because there were many Um-
noleaders of integrity. -
Elaborating on the advan-

~tage of the announcement of

“the power transition plan, Ab--
‘dullah said it would put party.

members at ease, and ensure -

the party elections.at all levels
were conducted well
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He said too much politicking
prior to this had caused un-

‘easiness among the people

?lnd t;le la)mnouncement had
elped to relief.

Asked wlil];lghe had chosen
2010 and not any other year to
step down, Abdullah said he
wanted to ensure the success
of the Ninth- Malaysia Plan,

which ends in 2010, particu-

1arly from the aspect of eradi-
cating hardcore poverty.

He also wanted to reform
the judiciary and fight corrup-
tion.

“Much work has to be done,
work associated with the gov-

' ernment’s promises contained

inits election manifesto.
“I'still have my responsibili-
ties. In'the two (commg) years

as the prime minister, I will
use the authority that I have in
the best manner possible.”
Abdullah also said that the
two-year period (until June
2010) would give Najib the op-
portunity to be well-prepared
u} take over the agmmlstranon
of the country and party.
Abdullah said Najib would

not be left with too short a time

prior to'the next general elec-
tion despite taking over the
administration in June 2010

because the work of the gov-

ernment and party continued
unabated from the time after
the last general election in
March this year.

“I was the first person to
mention this at a closed-door
meeting with information offi-

cers.

“I said whatever is brok
will be mended, whatever
lost will be replaced.

“We will have to go one d
So, it came from me, not frc
the people,” he said, dismi:
ing any notion that his decisi
was forced by pressure frc

any group.

Aggd about the views
certain people that the pow
transition plan was only aim
at strengtﬁenmg his positic
Abdullah said: “When you
about toretire, what is there
strengthen any more?”

A&%l?ilah explained that
really wanted to retire.
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