NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

NEW STRAITS TIMES

DATE: 07/02/2008

*

KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri Ab- - _
dullali Ahmad Badawi yesterday

called on Malaysians to uphold the
“spirit of conserisus, tolerance; sol-
idarity and mutial respect among
the various races as key-to the
country’s peace and prosperity.
*In his Chinese New Year mes-
sage, the prime minister said
‘Malaysians were fortunate that
the festivals of the various ethnic
groups and faiths could be:cele-
- brated in a harmenious environ-
ment. - T
© “If we look: around,-there are

‘ not “many- countries, with multi-

_racial communities like ours .
which are able to enjoy what we
‘have. o o LTt

“We must acknowledge that the
stability we have achieved in the
couiitry wasnot attained easily. It

‘was not without effort and sacri- -

fice. We_must appreciate that it

was achieved through the solidar-

ity -'and _unity “‘which we have
-forged all this time,” hie said.

Abdullah said Malaysia did not -

. belong to any particular individu-

al or ‘community but to all

Malaysians. -

- He said 2008 is a meaningful

utual respec

prosperity

‘communities like
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 to enjoy what we

countries with
multi-racial
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- Datuk Seri Abdullah
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‘year as it was the first year after
Malaysia cornmemorated its 50th
_anniversary of independence.”
*He said - the goverament took.
. great pride in having moved for- -
ward and achieved much success -

in only 50 years. -

However, he said MalaySians:j

“should not be complacent with the -

-country’s achievements but con-
. tinue to_strive to meet the chal-

lenges of global competition. -
“In"order to progress further,
~we must have all the prerequisites’
- “sothat we willcontinue to be comi-
_petitive and resilient.” - }

. “We must ‘continue to equip -
ourselves-with- all the necessary.
attributes so that we can face all
the challenges and obstacles with
confidence.” -

.. Abdullah said the government
had provided various foundations
needed toface the long-term chal-

He said the regional economic.
corridors -together with the de--
elopment - projects “under- the
inth Malaysia Plan - would bring

‘quicker and balanced develop- -

ment which would benefit more
people“in both urban.and rural
areas. U L
Abdullah said that as.-prime
minister he was committed to cre-
ting a Malaysian society that was - -

| - dynamic and progressive, livingin...
_peace and harmony and strongly -
-upholding Malaysian cultural tra-

ditions. .. -
“I will continue te redouble ef- -

forts_so that-we can continue .to
~ ‘move forward and gain the re- -
. spect of the international commu-

. nityin all aspects;”headded. - -

- He ended his message by wish-

* ing all Malaysians a Happy Chi--

nese New Year:— Bernama .



