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: BRIDGING the gap ‘between
* Christians and Muslims can only
work -through the efforts of the

various governments and the me- -

dia, said Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

Withoui commitment from the.

governments, efforts to bridge
the gap between Muslims and

the West would not work he -

added.

Abdullah was. commennng on .
the two-day First Alliance of Civil- -
isations Forum, aimed at tackling .

- fear and suspicion, bridging di-
vides and overcoming prejudices,
between Islam and the West.

The forum, which-saw the par-
ticipation of more than 10 present
and past leaders and more than
50 foreign ministers and dele-

" gates from all over the world, end-
ed yesterday. '

. “If the governments are not se-
rious in bridging this gap, then

- theefforts here would not work,”

he said:

to bridging divide
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Reporting from
MADRID -

prlme ninister saud it should be

roped innot only te give coverage.
to the'event, but also to make their:
readers understand-the aim a.nd/‘

purpose of the forum.

“This is important as the medla e

has a big and influential role to
play,” Abdullah said. '

reportson.”

Citing an example of the influ-
ence of the media, the prime min-
ister referred to the publication of

a carricature of Prophet Mizham- -

mad in newspapers several years

ago.

" “The West thought it was a non-

issue which Muslims ‘should not -
'get upset about, ‘but it sparked ri-
- ots and violent protests by Mus-
. lims in -various parts of the
= 'world.” - - :
“For Mushms the puhhshmg of -
the carricatures was unaccept-
able and unforglvable and. this -
- caused v101ent
‘protests s

_derstood the issue and was sensi- -
five inits repomng, the prohlems :

would not have arisen. .
‘He stressed that Islam teaches

its followers to be tolerant, mod-

"“erate and peaceful and that itfor--

“It ‘can influence readers and
create reactlons to issues which it

bids vmlence ‘and thus, the teach-

“ings of the rehglon cannot be
* ‘blamed.

“It is political issues whlch are

the underlying factors here. ' ==

- “And when-there is reaction to
these political issues, Muslims are
seen as the culprits and the teach-
ings of Islam are blamed.”
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"“The prime minister.ended: his
two-day visit to- Spain by holding
bilateral talks with Spanish Prime
Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zap--
atero and_ United Nations Secre-

tary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Abdullah. - and - Zapatero ex-

changed views on various issues:

and'agreed on'the need to further
gthen bilateral fies between

sonal invitatio Zapatero to at-

‘tend the “3rd Islamie Conference

on the Muslim World aiid the West

. — Bridging the’ Gap* in Kuala -

Lumpuzgin June. " - ‘
On the meeting with Ban, Ab-
dullah . said - the  ‘discussions

touche(i on Myanmar. ~ -
The UN secretary-general was
assured of Aséan’s continued

L support on the issue..



