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Holiday for KL,

"thanks to MIC’
Nt |\

NEW STRAITS TIMES

KUALA LUMPUR Sta,rtmg thlS
-yéar, Thaipusam will be an annu-

~-al-public holiday in the Federal

Territories of Kuala Lumpur and

: Putraja a.

“Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi-announced

this yesterday to cheers and thun-

derous applause from thousands -~

of Indians and Barlsa,n Nasional

_supporters,

He said the decision was n}ade'
de by

after several calls were ma
the: MIC to have Thaipusam de-

clared a pubhc hohday in Kuala

Lumpur. .-
“Yes, (Datuk Ser1 S.) Samy Vellu

kept askmg for Thaipusam to be - -
made a public holiday, especially -

inKuala Lumpur.

“Moreover, ‘every year during .

Thaipusam, the ‘roads in. Kuala

Lumpur become very congested,” .-

he said.

However, after the hohday, the
people must ‘eontinue to “work
hard, Abdullah said at a MIC-or-

‘ganised gathering yesterday, = -
Also present were Federal Ter-

ritories Minister Datuk. Seri Zul-

Putraj aya
e‘fforts

hasnan Rafique, Women, Family -
‘and " Community Development
Minister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Ab~
dul Jalil and Deputy Home Affairs.
Minister Datuk Tan Chai Ho.
Thaipusam is currently a state
hohday in Selangor, Penang, Per-
ak, Negri Sembilan and Johor, -
‘Thaipusam is also celebrated at .
the Sri Subramaniar Temple on -
the Cheroh mountain in Ipoh, Per-

ak and in Jalan Waterfaﬂ Jqn -

Penang

: Meanwh]le, Malaysmn Hmdu ’

ngamy president Datuk = A,
Val gam : welcomed Abdul-‘
lah 'sstatement. " -
*“He added that for more than 20
years, Hindus had been askmg for
this,

Va;thlhngam also appealed to

‘Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri -
‘Mahdzir Khalid: and - Malacca
.-Chief: Minister Datuk Seri-Mohd

Ali Rustam: o gazette Thaipusam

~as a;public holiday in their states

as there was a large number of

* Hindus who visited Sungai Petani-

and Malacca 10 celebrate the fest1-~

.val



