NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

NEW STRAITS TIMES
DATE:5 /3 /2008

P vows (o fight rime,

expand economy,

KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. has
pledged to expand the econo-
my, fight crime  and heal the

nation with an attentive ear af-

ter the Barisax:Nasional’s loss-

es in the 12th general election. -
tghsthe size of our -

“Altho

majority would be considered

a.landslide in most countrieés,

- the fact that it has been si;

had setbacks in five of our 1
states. indicates that we nee

to do more for those who feel -
disaffected,” the prime minis-

ter said in a commentary pub-
lished ‘on Monday in the Wail

 Street Journal Asia.”

“I' know there is: discontent
among some parts of our com-

“munity. I 'accept that it is our

responsibility, as the newlyre-

elected ~ government” of " all

Malaysians, to find practical

solutions to ease that discon:
B -to listen -to ‘grievances -
“andioseekto remedy them.”

2 Referring < to - critics - of the
icantly reduced and we Fage: ‘

aectoral'system, he said Satur-
day’s election was “proof posi-

ly competitive democracy”.
-Abdullah " laid - out three

“critically important points” in_

e that’our country does in-
“deed enjoy a free; fair and high- :

N
his post-election agenda.
“Iwill dedicate myself in this
second term, to healing the di-

visions which became evident
‘during the campaign. -

“That will mean developing

“new and concrete initiatives, -

notjustrhetoric, that bring our
people together and ensure

-that no one ‘is left behind. as
Malaysia - prospers,- Whet,%l; ;

they are ethnic Malays, Chi-
nese or Indians,” he said. -

. Abduliah said the goal could -
be achieved with the economy

having registered 7,3 per ¢ent

rgrowth in the last quarter,
Tearly fu]l employment, more

Sfiley
than US$100 billion RM320

billion) in foreign exchange re-
serves and a record US$13.7
billion in foreign investments.
 The government would con-
tinue “working to wipe out
crime and corruption, he said.

“The people’s desire for law

and order is as important in
Malaysia as it is everywhere.
‘The same is frue of the need to
make  additional progress in

-baitling . corruption; which is
both -immoral and  distorts
-competition in free markets.”

-He ‘wants Malaysia to re-
main a business-friendly, free

- market’ -economy - that wel-

cal nation

- comed investment. -
= - Inithe soul-searching certain

to follow the election outcome,
the ‘country “cannot afford a
period of sitting back and risk

“stalling ‘our progress and our

economic growth”, he said.
“The election results will not
diminish for a moment our de:
termination to, expand the
Malaysian economy, to continue

-our successful programme of
_poverty eradication and 10 pro-

vide a level playing field for all.
“I believe that Malaysia will

continue _its strong economig¢ -

growth in 2008,” the prime

ministersaid.




