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PEKAN Datuk Seri Najib Razak
yesterday pledged to support
~ Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdul-
lah. Ahmad -Badawi should the .
- “Umne president be challenged in-
" the: commgparty election.
= Najlb ‘who is Abdullah’s deputy.
d. .government, -

fo.enstire Um-

no'suniy, -

~.“As the deputy pres1dent (of
*Umno); T-will continue 10 support
* Abdullah, the:party president,” -

he said after distributing financial = -

~aid 10 flood vietims at a ﬁmctlon

. here. .

Najlh was a.sked to cemment on

a recent staiement by veteran -

Umno leader Tengku Razaleigh

Hamzah, who said he was willing

‘backing, says Naji

NST- ?,2] '10\98

to contest the party pre51dency in
.-the'elections later this year..

“Anyone can offer  himself to
contest any postbut such an offer
must. be made aceordmg 10- the
vconstltutlon

Na_]lb was also asked: whether

Tengku Razaleigh’s . ‘statemient
wasprovocatlve given that Umno

w reelmg from the electlon‘

most,:
strengthen ourparty.”,
Najib said both he andAb

~were working hard to resto;

no’s strength.

““Qur-efforts are- concentratedf"

on uniting the party and restoring
its commitment. We should not be

preoccupied with the party elec- .

« it-is for the party membersf‘”

to-decide; I'will remain supportlve
* of the party president. What is -
~.important - now 1s tot

tlons

Najib said Umno was stlll asta- -

bleparty
*Our members must regain

" their confidence in the party’s
-struggle. They: must have faith in

Umno bemg at the core of the

_country’s leadershlp
"~ “What is even.more unportant )
. ‘now is to know what we must:do
"after-suffering the: shoek (of the
’genera.l electionresults).” -
““Najib, - nonetheless,

that: there were dlfferences of

opinion” within Ummo' on: ‘what’

had caused its poor shovvmg
“Thi situation is still under con-

‘trol I am confident our members .
“are mature enough to put unity

ahead of everything else.” -

- “Najib" said - other Barisan Na-
_sional component parties should
conduct a post-mortem on why

S

-admitted.

‘people -
cause they were: members of the ‘

they had suffered losses at the !

polls and come up with solutions .

{toregain the people’s support.
‘On widespread rumours-of BN

members of parliament, partici-

larly * those .-from . Sabah - and

Sarawak, being wooed by the op=
position, Najib said it could be a
ploy to create dissension among

‘ the coahtlon paitners.

“They are just spreading such

stories. We are confident they (BN,
om

MPs) will loyal.”

‘Najib; sald elected representa-
tives who-were voted in on the BN
ticket ear-ir'mind that the |

them the trust be-

coalition.
“If they jump: to other parties,

“they will be b betraymg notonly BN,

but also the pe le who voted for
them._ : :




