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'KUALA' LUMPUR: Tun Dr Ma-

hathir Mohamad favours reducing

“the ‘number- of nominations. re- .
' guired to contest the Umno ‘presi--
dency, a ruling imposed during his -
leadership of the party to deter
challenges for the top post. . L
*The former prime minister and

_ Umno president said it was time 10’
| revise the requirement-of having
at least 30 per cent of party divi-

..

In an immediate reaction, Umno

vice-president Tan, Sri Muhyiddin
* Yassin; th rnat
industry minister, said:no directive .
as . .fortheoming from’~he. -
 couticil for the quota to . )
edo o - . oufpast

srnational trade.and

call io repeal the
provisi

VIS1

D Mahathir narrowly defoated

“Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah by 761

votes to 718in 1987 under the pre-

 vious rule whichrequired only two-

-nominations for acontest. -
- Since th

were no challenges to the incum-

“bent party, president until Tengku...
: atfempt -
‘Seri_Abdullah’Ah--

Razaleigh’s: abortive.

against-Da

- e iy

leavéitasitis” -

- “This was mainly due to the fact:
“ that he was the president and that -

his time to get 30 per cent support

ate a candidate before -
he can contest for the presidency.
“I think it -should be -abolished -
‘because it prevents people- from
minatinig. candidates of
| their choice;” he said after opening -
‘the annual general meeting of the
Malaysian Islarhic Welfare Organi-.
 sation (Perkim) yesterday.

. “Ifeel that this
“yelopment where we own up 0

istont, - DF-Mahathir claimed
-that during his time as president it
 was easy lo get support from 30

\per ce 3, ¢ i - e “ -
“party,” hesaid.

" On the resignation of three Um-
-no politicians’

istons. ool
enge is healthy for the. -
e S ypinisterse- T

50 per cent, minimum gy. It (sacking of judges) was done

“was.imposed shortly after, there:

the ruling would undermine any
challenge to his presidency. -~

“Contrary to ‘what he (Dr Ma-
hathir) said, it was not easy during

from divisions ‘as there was psy-
chiglogical fear of the repercus-

siotis of going against the prime,

" ninister,” Muhyiddinsaid, . .
‘- Domestic Trade and Consumer !
: Affairs Minister Datuk Shahrir Ab- |
“-dul Samad, who'was sacked from

the - cabinet following Tengku |
Razaleigh’s 1987 bid, opposed the:|
quoga Tuling’ for - contenders for '

seatsin the suprenie council. -

- “Ihave never been for the ruling.
Biit what to do? It was introduced:
by Dr Mahathir himself, :

““When 1 criticise the decision,

__everyone says 1 am critical of Tun.
" But now it seems he has realised |
~ that what he did was not right in |

the firstplace. = . .. i
isarefreshingde- -

mistakes and suggest that

steps be taken toredress them.”.

g deputy ministers,
Dr Mahathir said it was not right
for them to reject the posts juist be-
cause. they were not. appointed

Ho dismissed the call by DAP

chairman Karpal Singh for him'to -

apologise to the sacked judges in
the.1998 judical crisis. .= = .
““Thete is no need for' any apolo-

in accordance with the couniry’s -

“aws. Why should there be:an apol-
_ogy from me, the.government or

anyone?” hesaid. ..« . |
" Dr Mahathir accused Karpal of |

. playing a political game. " : -*

“He wants 1o take action agdihét
e because he hafes me so much. |

- He was influenced by his hatred.

al - towardsme.”. -y oo T

- On.the release of the anti-Islam
Dutch film Fitna; Dr Mahathir said
-all-1.3 billion Muslims worldwide

“should unite to hoyeott Dutch |
products. - " R



