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I'want my day

Tun Dr Mahathlr Mohamad says he welcomes any
mvestlgatlons into the allegatlons
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JOHOR BARU: Former prime minister Tun

. DrMahathir Mohamad said he would not set-
_ tle for less than his day in court so that he

could defend himself against allegations he

- was at the centre of a judicial appomtments N

scandal in 2001.

" He hoped that when investigations into: the
conspiracy were completed, which also in~-

volved a lawyer, a tycoon and a former min-
ister, he would be charged. ..

Dr Mahathir said -he would i;hen reveal

what really went on behind the scenes at the
time, including instances of judges lobbying

: him for promotions.

He told a press conférence here he did not

‘want the probe to end wnh the authorities

concludmg “there is no case” against him.
“Because people will then think that I lob-
bied to get off. Put me in court and et me ex-
plain. .

“I don’t heheve 1did a.nythmg wrong butif
they feel that I am guilty, 1 w1]l accept any
punishment. -

“I welcome any mvestlgatlons agamst me: |
only ask that they charge me in court.and I
hope that the judge will allowme to speak,” Dr

_Mabhathir said after attending a serminar here -
~ ontheresults of the 12th general election.

In January, the former prime minister had

“also promised full co-operation with the Royal

Commission of Inquiry into the Lingam video

_clip, but his answers turned out to be less tha,n:

forthcoming.

He told the coirimlssmn he was not answer- .

able in his prerogative to appoint superior

courtjudges and could not remember i nnpor- ,

tant details behind his dec1510n-makmg

n court

br Mahathir Was responding to the publi-

" ‘cising of the commission’s report, and the
~government’s decision to begin investiga-
- tions into the six figures named for conspir-

ingto fix the appointments and promotlons of
judges. . i

‘Aside from Dr Mahathir, the others are
lawyer Datuk VK. Lingam, former chief jus-
tices Tun Ahmad Fairuz Sheikh Abdul Halim

"-and Tun Eusoff Chin, tycoon Tan Sri Viricent
- Tan‘and former tourism minister-Datuk Seri

Tengku Adnan Mansor.

The commission said “there was an insidi-
ousmovement by Lingam with the assistance
of his close friends, Tan and Tengku Adnan,

-to involve themselves actxvely in the appmnt-

ment of judges”.
Dr Mahathir sa,ld that despite lobbying

. from certain judges, he decided on appoint-

ments based on his assessments of the candi-
dates.

“It was not just judges who lobbled People
lobbied t0-be ministers and election candi-
dates. Ilistened to them but I made my own de-
cisions. Tdid not know lobbying was a crime.

“I also-did not want to be a postman, where -
the chief justice hands me arecommendation -

_for a judge and I hand it over to the Yang Di-

PertuanAgong.
“I would also scrutinise the candidate and
ifTfound that he was not capa.ble I would not

* support his appointment.”

Dr Mahathir was here to continue his cam-

. paign to oustPrime Minister and Umno pres-
‘ident Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

Growing increasingly strident as support
for a rebellion against Abdullah ebbs, Dr Ma-
hathir accused party chiefs who backed the
incumbent of bemg “traitors” to the Malay
commumty




