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minister Tan Dr Mahathir Mo- ,
~ hamad has quit Umno saying
* hé has totally lost conﬁdence

initsleadership. -

He ‘made the unexpe tod
amnotncement . -in - fic f -

about 1;500 people at a

in response to a:dare fromone - -

of the: participants-to lead the.
wayin leaving the party.

Asking other Umno mem-*
bers to follow in his footsteps, *

Dr’ Mahathir, .83, said “they - i

should not join any other polit-

" jcal parties but should rejoin
Umno once Datuk Seri Abdul-

lah - Ahmad Badawi has Te-
51gned as pa.rty pres1den

. mined. OtherUnmo member:s :
should followme.” "

o cabar ni..(0 have heen da.red). .

leave Umno...until - : ,
eadership is deter- - \support for ‘his opponen -~ Bar{
‘that . he “never stopped any -

»_member from' campalgmng

the party

Later, ata press conference;

= - Dr Mahathir said he would -

‘bers and many other people

) have sent him messages about

March 8 elections, hut'Abdul
-lah has remamed mxaﬁ‘ecte

y. way
to brmghlmdown ” he said to .
loud cheers at a talk on “The
Future - of Malays after the

division - chief" Datuk Abduil
‘Kuala;
Nerang  state *:assemblyman

Rahman™ . Ariffin, .
Datuk: Syed SobriSyed -Syed

Hashim, Sungai Tiang state
assemblyman Suraya Yaacob -
and. former Kedah menteri
besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid: . -

Dr Mahathir, an. Umno- life

member, announced his deci-
sion after someone asked if he -

would take the lead gmce he

5 ”many Umno ‘members . can’t
Ismail Jaziz, had asked Dr Ma- - even. attend certain gather-
hathir it he would take the lead -

since he had mooted the idea

about members resigning.

To this, Dr Mahatlur ina se- <

“bers would take up his chal-

‘Malay struggles, then. they
must also be brave to ta.ke ac--
11 isste a, ‘strong message to.

“write to Umno secretary-gen- -
*eral Datuk Seri Tengku Adnan )
~Téngku Ma.nsor over hlS dec1- ish
' sion'soon.” :

Asked: if ma.ny Umno mem- ;yi blymen and MPs should:

quit’ the party, he sald the

“he said it was up to

_ lenge,’ :
prioritise Abdullah or - party.

the party S struggles

" ‘him ifhe] v , of Kedah should also do some-
i & E thing for be uﬁng treated unfa]r _
id ly b{l Abd i

would not cause the .
lose their political pow - himself was expelled from the -
“* “The-Malays would not lose - party for three years from'
their political power. They want- - 1969.
to correct things not because “Ummo - remained. . strong
they simply wanttoleave. . . . cand itcontinued to get support -
““If they are brave and want - - - from memberswho were hon-
to safeguard the party andthe " est in fighting for the race, re- - a
ligion and country then.”

He said he was compelled to5 "

- “We lost Perak Penang, Se- T
langor and Kelantan but they -
have representatives ‘in the -
cabinet, but why is there no-
one from Kedah?

“Umno leadership to start lis-*
teniiig to members’ needs and
not heed only suggestions and
advice from a small group of
_powerful people.

- He said Abdullah was 1ot
suitable to lead the nation be- -

‘However we find that

“f they make ;allegauOns
. agamst me, I could also do the -
same-and if I am found guilty,.
they can put me in jail but if I
am not gquty please don t ar-
restme.

ings... division chairmen also

.cannotattend... whatis this?”
" Dr ' Mahathir = said . ‘when .-

Tengku Razaleigh Ha,mzah op-:




