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UNIVERSITI
Malaysia’s Professor Datuk
Shamsul Amri - Baharuddin

" sums up the party manifestos
- for the March 8 general elec-

tion in one-liners:
-The
would be: “I have given you so

‘much.” Pas’ would be: “I am
willing to give you, too.” Parii

Keadilan ~ Rakyat's (PKR)

~ would be: “T will give you

whatever you want.” - And

DAP’s would be: “T'will give ev-

~eryone what they deserve,”

- prices.

——— .

qulps the founder-director of
UKM’s Institute: of Ethmc
Studies.

A common theme in all the -

manifestos- - launched - this

week is inflation and the cost _

of living.
The BN reporis.thatit main-

tained price controls on essen- -
tial goods and spent RM43.4 -
- “billion on subsidies last year,

and it promises to continue to
cushion the effect of rising

PKK e,'""; 4t ges to lower
“petrol prices. But experts are

-concerned. th&ﬁmenher main-
taining the current price nor.

reducing itis stistainable.

“The price of oil will go up
further and this will put pres-
sure on the government,”

warns. economist Wan Suhai- -
“mi Saidi.

The BN manifesto pledges to
continue narrowing the gap by
eradicating hardcore poverty
by 2010 providing more ]ObS

Kebangsaan .

-Barisan - Nasional’s -

. and lmprovmg services to low-
income households. ’
.. The opposition parties also -
come
.schemes for a better standard

up - with different

ofliving. -
But experts ¢ descrlbe most of

their proposals as handing out -
fish, compared with the BN’s
siress-on enabling people-to,

fish.
"“What the opposition pro-

posals lack is the long-term,

bigger picture such as educa-
tion and lmproved training for
the unemployed,” notes Wan
Suhaimi.

“You have to teach people to ‘

earn rather than relying on
the government

“The opposition manifestos
do not have an economic pro-
gramme for the country,” says
Universiti Utara Malaysia’s
Professor = Dr ~~ Mohamed
Mustafa Ishak. o

“They promise goodies but

they do not have a concrete -

M’F- w(

low the mamfestos measure up
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7 The opposmon

manifestos do not
have an economic
programme for the

country

Prof Dr Mohamed Mustafa ’

Ishak L

. Pas can’t dehver

":that The Pas
“welfare state

- concept is totally

untested

Prof Datuk Shamsul Amrl/
~ Baharuddm '

economic blueprmt to show

howrevenue wotlld be created k

and howit would bespent.”

The RM6,000-bonus which .
DAP- offers - to households
earning RM6,000 or less per .

annuntis “far-fetched and dif-
ficult to deliver”, says Datuk

Dr Wazir Jahan Karim, execu-

tive director of the Academy of
Socio-Fconomic - Research.
“You have to build up capacity

- to be more productive with

training and enabling them to
enter better schools.”

Pas’ “nation of care and op-
portunity” is very aitractive,
she adds, “But is it just hand-
outs? Or empowering people
to get jobs which can be used

“as building blocks? Welfare

shouild be linked to life-long
learnmg

Pasis takmg the literdl “za- -

' .kat approach” to welfare, says ‘
UKM'’s Shamsul. A more com- . -ar;

" plex model similar- to the

Scandinavian countries would -

involve a minimum wage,
higher ‘earners paying more

tax, free healthcare and edu-»
‘cation.

““We' should work for that

kind of model, although it re- :

quires a complex bureaucracy
and means testing,” he sug-
gests.

“Pas can’t deliver that. Ke-
lantan doesn’t have it. After 18
years; they should have shown

us what they achieved in Ke- -
lantan and then adopted that

for the national level. Their -

welfare state concept is totally.
‘untested.”

PKR has: promised a mini-
mum wage of RM1,500; notes
Bank Islam’s senior economist -

W

Azrul Azwar He's in favour
guing - that it would raise

) Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

per-capita.
7 “We are about three to five
‘tines behind Slngapore Tai-

“ wan and South Korea in GDP,”
__he notes. A minimum" wage

would encourage Malays1ans
to work, reduce the country’s
dependence on foreign work-

ers and help to reverse the ~

brain-drain, he predicts. -
“There is a downside: an in-

creased cost of doing business.

Ii is a questior of choice in

~ public : policy. Do .we move

_ahead . on' gross domestic
“product per capita or continue
“offering cheaplabour?”

The experts also note that
much of what the opposition is
offering is already prov1ded by
the BN. .

For example, Pas, PKR and
DAP - offer “more access. to
health services for the.poor.

- But 60 per cent of total expen- - - ‘
“diture * on  health

already
comes from the government,
with. the BN opening 14 new

" hospitals, 22 new Klinik Kesi-

hatan and 64 new Klinik Desa

since 2004.

As for UKM’s Shamsul, he
has one over-arching wish for
the BN manifesto.

‘The “regardless of ‘race”
rider on provision -of under-
graduate scholarships for

" poor but deserving students
should be applied for every-

thing -in the mamfesto he

“urges.

“That’s the key to peace and
security, ~so that  all

Malaysians = feel " they are

~stakeh01ders."’



