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KUALALUMPUR DatukSerl Na- :

- jib Razak is the natural SUCCesSOr -

“to.the Umiio pres1dency, Datuk -

- -Seri- Abdu]lah Ahmad Badaw1 ‘

3 sa.ld

Speakmg ata closed “door brref- =
~ ing for Umno grassroots leaders’

" hereyesterday, the prime minister -

‘and Umno president said there -

: had never heen any problems be-
' : -~ .~ the people’s alternative Teader -

- when he wasup against (former

“I.agsure you: there areio prob-

‘lemshetween us, and heisthe one‘
“whowilibe: succeedmgrne g

While. not-saying when' this is -

hkely to happen; Abdullah made it -
~“clearhe would hand over to Najrbr“’

- when the time is right.

‘He reiterated that he would not .

be stepping down.

S Twill know when to go, but, glvef. -

me-a chance 1o unplement what 1:
> have; prormsed “hesaid.. '

“dullah said unlike former- deputy
-Ibrahim" then;- Najib saw himself .

tive choice for prime minister.

. such gathering’ smce the March 8{:

' general election: - : - ~strong position. could be- furthe
Also attended by Napb and se- strengthenedrhtheﬁl ‘
nior  party " leaders,” -Abdullah - “Abdullah - was confiden

‘when tlme coilﬁ}}_:es

NgT- 9] ¢ zwr

strengthenmg the party on Te-
‘forms and liberalisation,'the par-
ty’s future direction and ,thefpost
“election political scenario; - .
"He said the overwhelming sup_ he '~ ad
gézport givent to the Barisan Nasjonal - pro
iy 2004 ‘was based on promises . . “T:
“thade to overcome the weakness- - sp
es and shortcommgs ‘of the. prev1- Colats
ous administration. : o
“He said, however; that: riot a,l{of :
the expectations could be met, al

At.a press conference later, Ab-
prlme minister Datuk Seri Anwar
as a‘'sticcessor and not analterne-

_ “Najib is not, like Anwar; who'

went around saying that he was = : 2
dullah sard durmg the meet

- prime mmlster) Tun Dr Mahathlr - though the. fundamentals perception that -he’ 2
~-Mohamad,” he said. ’ - . cially with- regard to the ec ‘klegde d thatheleft
“Thé 90-minute meetmgwrth the - werealready taking shape iportant. d ,‘VISIOIlS to hig - -

" “But - our . fundament

grassroots Jeaders -was:the first 5
trong now and we hope this .

up
touched on the unporta.nce of - rakyat was: behmd his:eadership, -~ are

S was -

also - referred o the &




