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| Karpal
amused by
: statement
- Notafufuoy

- KUALA LUMPUR: DAP chajr-
" man Karpal Singh said he was
amused by former prime min-
~ ister Tun-Dr Mahathir Mo-
~hamad’s. statement that he
‘was joking during a-cabinet
‘meeting~ 'when" “he quoted
‘Shakespeare ‘as saymg “The
- fir'st thmg we do, we hang the
lawyers I
“What he sald was not a
Joke he meant every word of it
:. because hehas a phobia ahout
“lawyers,” he said.
In-a letter to theSur yester-
day, Dr Mahathir said Iawyers
“were- -angry- with ‘me”_be-
~cause he - had quoted the -
) phrase S
“Lwas only Jokmg but they
heard of it and believed I
"meant what I said. The judges .
. alsofelt unhappy with me.”
* . Karpal, asenior lawyer, said'
- DIfMahatth repeated his feel-
- ings ‘;,a;bout lawyers on Feb 2,
i ~at a meet-ﬂle-students
sessioninLonden: =~ -
-He was alleged to have said
- that it was his private: Awish to-
“hang” errant. lawyers espe-
cm]ly Karpa,l 2 e

-+ He'wa respondmg toa let-
“ter by Param, who asked:that_
~he be mvesﬁgated for alleged-
. ly interfering in an Anti-Cor-
~ ruption Agency vesugatlon
- while he was ini power. -

; in “turn, Was ‘re-
“spending to:an earlier letter by
Dr ~Mahathir, -in. which he
“maintained that no: apology
. was necessa.ry for the 1988 Ju-
. dicial crisis.
- Karpal said fnllewmg his re-
: ent in 2803-and having
handed the ma.ntle of govern-

_“should- have refeamed from ,
pnhﬁca.lacuvrty ‘
He said Dr Mahathir’s pub-
* lic oixtbursts agagast Abdullah
amounted toindiscipline. -
“Rightly,. -Dr = Mahathir -
.should be referred tothe Um-
_nodisciplinary committee.”



