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Barisan Nasional has come under intense fire from
all and sundry for its underperformance in the
~ general election, and there have even been calls for
~Umno pre5|dent Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad

@: As Umno
chief;, what do you think are
the reasons for what hap-
pened?

A: So many factors actually.
When BN won resoundingly in
2004, they said it was because

ofthe “Pak Lah factor”. Former.
- prime minister Tun Dr Ma-

hathir Mohamad was unhappy
and said it was too big a ma-

jority and that we must have a .

strong opposition.

Dr Mahathir’s continuous at-
tack on Pak Lah on various
issues, including the economy,
caught -on with the . non-
Malays.

When Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim came and offered a
very inviting alternative to the
Chinese- like “You can take
Penang” and “No need for the
National Economic Policy” they
were tempted.

Another cause of BN’s down-

fall ‘was the demolition of a

Hindu temple in Shah Alam a
week -before Deepavali which
led ‘to the formation of Hin-
draf.

The Indians became very an-
gry. Anwar took this oppor-
tunity again ‘to say that the
government was 100 arrogant,
proud and anti-religion, while
Pas in Kelantan never does

- such things.

The directtelecast of the Um-
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NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

DATE: 13 24 /2008

an actors le |l t0 debacle

no general assembly, espemal-

_ly the kris-waving issue, was
another factor which frlght-”

ened the non-Malays. The non-
Malays felt Umno was becom-
ing more. extremist in nature,
chauvinistic, powerful.

The broom issue (where for-

mer Selangor menteri besar '
Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo -

chastised non-perfoming "civil

~gervants): was another factor

which angered a lot of civil
servants not only in Selangor
but nationwide.-

The escalating price of con-
sumer products, crime and the

active -blogs ' contributed . to-
_BN’s poor performance. The

government did not take the
blogs seriously. .
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Badawi to take the blame and step down. - ~r
~ ANNIE FREEDA CRUEZ talks to Umno stalwart Tan
~Sri Muhammad Muhammad Taib onwhat
contrlbuted to the rullng party s poor performance; o

€ Do you think the selection - L
of candidates also led to the i"

poor performance?

A? Yes. The selection of can-

didates was another big issue. |

Some of the candidates were

from other states and of course -

the locals were unhappy.
There were some good can-
didates but they were not nom-

inated by the BN component = I

divisions. Those within divi-
sions were also not happy with
the candidates  nominated by
their division heads
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