NEWSPAPER CLIPPING
PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

NEW STRAITS TIMES

DATE: Jo/ & /2008

e

The Ime that separates the spheres of pohtlcs and constrtutwnal monarchy appears
to be fuzzy and crucial decisions of rulers need to be better explamed to the people
kWr;;t\es ZAINAL AZNAM YUSO : ' o h

B pohte and proper 1f the incum-
. bent. menteri besar or the
- prime minister or his deputy -
~“‘had sought an audience with-
* .~ his Royal Highness to submit
- the name of: the new. menterl
.- besar”.
I 1983 fo]lowmg the constl-
tutional - crisis;.. consutuhona;l
" amendments were made to re-

L ~duce the royal powers in délay-
= 'ing-assent to a bill that had .
; : : the tussle ‘,;heenenactedhyparhament
theywere actmgmaecor between: . And in 1993 there was the -
- with the federa;l and. stat : ~DatukOnn contestatlon over royal immu-

-+ nities from the- rule of’ law :
which also _ caused another .
; censumtmnalcnsm .

-~ In July 1992, six of the nine
“Malay rulerssigned the Procla-

. ples which in essence was. a
. Code-of Conduct.-

"~ Among others, 1t Te- ajﬁrmed

© ‘thatthey would not be involved

: S " in- politics and ‘that constitu--

the a,]ontyofPa,kata.nRakya here. - of © pehucs .and’ the . tional principles would be ap-
e TIew «oupmg of the:oppo-.. here - of a constitutional . plied in the appointment of the -

: 1P| ; o onarchy a,ppearedtcbeﬁlzzy menteribesarofastate. .. -
relatlvely ] i se -:of . Pe ﬁs al d ‘malleable. In’ 1949;. the """ The ‘missing element i in the :
need for: everyone,to e atuk Onn Jaa- . recent’ confrontation ‘between

2 case’of. tnght dlsagreement far and the ruler led to the res- - ;the sultans and the federal gov- -

.-as tot, who- sheuld be the - ignation of Onn as menteri be- . ernment; as ‘well.as in.similar
-sar-of Johor and eventually as eplsodesmthe past; /Was an ex-".
govermnent presment of Umno , plicit-and clear explanation for
gned itself ing - to Azlan  opposing the choice of the orig- -
‘ -inal candldates for menterls k
~ besar. . .
; -Thé past, bum'essed by the g
: SRS > new . political - environment,
T : ‘ The Ra_]a of Perhs dJsagreed signati - provides clear evidence to ex-
In a broader sense, thls re- - with ‘the recommendation: of the ‘appointment of a- replace- . pectthat there will be more in-
questshould alsobe directed at " . thefederal government andin- - - ment who was’ acceptable to . terventions by royalty whlch
the- exectrtlvebranch of gov- ‘stead- decided that Datak Md  the ruler. Jon 2o will stretch the constitutional
: . Isa Saba should. be ‘the new  In_Pahang, menteri b boundaries. of a constlmtwnal
“ menteri besar ‘Datuk Abdul Rahim Abu Bakar - monarchy. - ;
, nles: v Fer: Terengganu, Datuk Serl} ‘had to step down: because of -, While- checks and balances
pa;rt of a dehberate g Idris Jusoh, the incumbent, - worsening relations with the  are vital paris of a Workmg
: gain some unstated ends “was the choiée of the federal Regent of Pahang: - dernocracy; . they . could “be,
basis. of important: demsmns ¥ govermnentfornenterlbesar ~n Johor, deterloraung rela,- - hostageto persona;hues andlﬁ-
" should be made known. The Regency Advisory Coun- thI]S between the ruler and his- iosyncratic tastes. r
“ Even'so, the recent royal in- . cil for Terengganu;: _however, _.menteri besar led to the-ruler - Hence, in ‘the. interest -of
. terventions ‘and vetoes were disagreed and instead-decided. ordering the latter to vacatehls transparency and good gover- - -
- net unique as there have'been’ - that Datuk Ahmad Said should - office premises. ' - : “nance; key decisions made by
differences of views between ~ be.the new menteri besar, de-~ - 'In 1982, the Sultan of Sels lan- . the sultans: that can have far- -
fhe federal government "and spite #he 'strong - ‘opposition - gor was displeased when it was reaching repercussions will -
the rulers in the appemtments' from . ‘many . quarters and. sreported that Datuk Ahm: ~needt0begrounded0nreason,\
of menteris besarinthe past.” threats that disciplinary action  Razali had been nommated by - .a justification for their chmces
: Thetwo statesth ame un- - ~would be taken‘against Ahmad’ ‘Barisan Nasional as the next , anddulyrecorded ‘ o
Saidifhe acceptedthe appomt— menteri besar after.the 1982 -~ Enlightened rulers shouidj :
; ment o . generalelection. ~enlighten : their. rakyat: who - .
k-and -~ Over the: past 50years, there .+ ‘RajaAzlan Shah mdlca.ted ,‘shouldnotbeleftspecﬂatmgm' :
Selangorfor the composition-of have beenotherepisodes when. - thatthe ruler’ s displeasure was - ,the dark . a
the state executive councils. ~ * "rulers have “had their- differ- due to the act of sending Datuk
- For Perak and Selangor,-the - ences, including over the ap- - Harun Idris tosubmit the
mterventlon by the sultans w: pointment’ of menteris besar, - “of the nominee to ‘
.-to ensure that the chome of and ‘were-: mvolved in tussl”s' a.nd that’ “it would have been ,

mation of ConsﬁtutwnalPrmm- B



