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sar without the full backing of his
party’s state assemblymen could

constltutlonal expert said.
~ Prof Dr Shad: Saleem. ¥
commenting “on  the . tisslé
tween Datuk Seri Shahidan Kas-
sim and Datuk Dr Md Isa Sabu for

the Ieadershlp of Perlis, said re- °

“peated. no-confidence’ motions

" best be avoided

_majority seeks an- 1mmed1ate au-

_could: force the ruler; in a worst
~ case scenario, to dissolve the state -

assembly - and ;
elections. -
“However, -

rec1p1tate snap

men from the party with a clear

{dience with their ruler.”
Conveying' -their ' support by

meeting their party leader, Prime

Minister. Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-

mad  Badawi, as in the case of-

Terengganu and Perlis, was a step
inthe right direction. - ‘
However, the wiser move was
for the group of assemblymen to
also meet the ruler and convince

“him that their party’s choice for -

menten besar had their support.
“They must send out the mes-

- sage that they are standing behind

their leader’s choice for menteri
besar,” said Shad, a senior profes-
sor of law at Umversm ‘Teknologi

:Mara.

He said the situations in Tereng-

- ganu and Perlis differed.
While hoth the favoured candi- -
dates had the endorsement of the -~

prime - minister, only one ap-

peared to have the majority back-

‘the assembly-

Prof Dr Shad Saleem Faruqi says
repeated no-confidence motions
could force the ruler to dissolve

the state assembiy

. ing'of his colleagues in the assem-

bly. “While Datuk Seri Idris Jusoh
appears- to have clear support

“from the majority-of the Tereng-

ganu assemblymen Shahidan, in

.- Perlis, does not.”

Kangar member of parhament
Datuk Seri Radzi Sheikh- Ahmad
said the Raja of Perlis, Tuanku

Syed Sirajuddin Putra Jamalullail,’
had exercised his rights under the -

Laws: of the Constitution of Perlis
to appoint Bintong assemblyman
Md Isa as the state’s menteri be-
sar.

Article 39(2) of the state consti-

snap e
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Datuk Seri Annuar Musa ‘says
when it comes to candidates

_representing the party, the
leader would ‘make the decision .

tution states that the ruler shall
appoint a menteri besar who com-

mands the confidence of a majori-
- ty of the state assembly.

“When Shahidan presented the
letier of recommendation from
the prime minister to the ruler,
Tuanku -instructed him to- bring

over nine peaple but he could not.

“Md Isa commands majority
support. Of the 14 Barisan Na-
sional representatives in the 15-
member .state assembly, eight

unanimously and of their free will:
supported him. So, he was ap-
pointed the menteri besar by the -

ectlon.

the RajaMuda.”

_somethinig very ‘unhealthy  and
~would set a bad precedent.” -

1 = ruler in the presence of the state:x

legal adviser, state secretary and ’

- He said Md Tsa was not Tuanku,

& Syed Sirajuddin’s personal choice.
o “If Shaiudan had come_ to Tu-:
th :

menteri besar. It’s as sunple ‘as’

' ~that,” Radzi said.

Kelantan Umno' clﬁéf Datuk Serl’ ‘
Annuar Musa said when it came-to -
candidates representing the par-

ity, the'basic principle was that the

leader would inake the decision.
He said:in the case of Perlis, the

" 14 state assemblymen had squa.b—f

The Raja of Perlis was correct
i hlS decision to appoint the per-
holds .the majorlty sup-

port. What is not correct is the ac-
the elected representatives:
should have supperted ‘the .
prime minister’s choice: This is-

Under no-eircumstances should
the ruler make his own choice as
this is contrary to the basic pI']IlCl-
plesof democra,cy, Annuar said:

“Of course, should the ruler not

be satisfied with the choice, he

must consult the prime minister,”
‘In.the case of ‘Perak, where
there had been a delay in the
swearing-in of the menteri besar,
Shad said the ruler had taken the

right step.

Withno one party having a clear

‘majority-in the assembly, Shad -

said the Regent of Perakhad acted
in'the best inferests of his subjects
by demanding an- assurance-that
theloose alliance of the DAP, Parti -
Keadilan Rakyat and Pas could
work together.



