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~Ismail Abdul Rahman dled in oﬁ‘ice in 1973 hls‘
prlvate papers, including the manuscript of an '
. incomplete autobiography, came into the
- safekeeping of his eldest son, Mohamed
“Tawfik. It took Tawflk 33 years, but those -
papers-are now the genesis of arguably the
_most awaited memoirs in a long time. Tawfik,

- a former one-term Member of Parliament,
speaks to ABDUL RAZAK AHMAD about why

- The Reluctant Politician: Tun Dr Ismail and His
~ Time has been long in the making, and of his
father’s Iegacy to hIS famlly and to the country

~ v

Q Now that thlsbookls out how - Q Did you mhemt your father’s
- do; youfeel‘? S . .7 private papets, smce you were
' 3 - the eldest son? o .

A The ﬁrstfeehng is; ofeourse ro- T ,
Acltso happenedlhat Iwasthe. on-; .

*‘lief, because there was always the
: : 1y one around whén we found all

question of when' would be the p
* right time. It was a burden carry-- ~ those things, and mum said: “Well,

- ingthe secrets and comments. YOU might aswell keep them”.
Sometimes -you - want. ‘to- talkc - She’s been pressing me to-pub-
ahout them ‘buat- you can Only ta]k ]]Sh them ear| her It was: trauﬂlatlc
a.b()u_t themto: Certaln people o fOI' me bllt I knew ‘What was: in
Second, I feel a sense of accom- - them. Ididn’t want to hurt her be-
- plishment: You fee} that this is just cause she - had" friends among
“"as miich your baby as it is the au-~ whom 1y father mentioned. :

“thor’s (Ooi Kée Beng). I also-feel

that I've fulfilled myg}respoﬂslblh- ,.Q The biography is P“bhshed by
“ties as my father’s son, to-put his  Singapore’s Institute ofSouthe’ast
’ words out ﬂlewayheplaxmedto. .- “Asian Studies (Iseas). Couldn't a
» - local institution have undertaken

Q Why has it take,n solong? :

% Inmally ,(Dr'ISIVnaJl) Wrote a‘k

“had other documentsas 9"
There “were things. : You were concerned s
s About credibili The mtegm

“of the documents had to be protect-

! ! ed as well But nowth the book’
How do youkeepasecret like-that?: e
My mother thought the papers . There will be cri csof Tan Dr Ts-

“mail. I briefed Siew Sin’s (former- -
~MCA president Tun Tan Siew'Sin) -
daughter about what my. father-

- said ahout er father and she was -

i Tun. Ismail said that abo my
~dad, thenlt mustbe true.”, '

Q: Whatdl i uuwa:atthlsbookto'..~

;e I ‘hax : - first ‘concern- was . “liow: much do -
; puhhsh the papers thenwhen there - my ' children know about -their
“were people who mlght have:c - grandfather”?1-was nearly 50. My
7 { TON; * father died at 57, Tm 55 now and'
- how many more years -can. Tgo-
: ‘ S h “without reveahng any of thlS to my ‘:
; / 3 he publication of Tun Dr Ismail Abdul Rahman s me oxrs, hehas - But n pproached ;fr m - children? - o
fulfllled hIS responsnbnhues as his father s'son‘to put h|s words out the way he planned to - : Malaysia to do the biography. And my mother s’ getlmg old Is .




she goiug to wake up every day

and say: “My son has failed me be-
. cause I don’t know whiat my hus-
“band wrote?”

‘The other consideration was, I'd
felt that there was a lot of nonsense
being ta,lked about in the newsp

’ sta.rted ta]long less andlesso
Umno. leaders had thy

shadow. My father ‘didn’t say
lling Razak, but people

' ing those who advised Razak.
So we have to put all these thlngs

_into perspective. He was just total- -

1y not taken as afactor.

Manypeople have: forgotten himn
but it’s not my duty to remind

them —he belongs to thenation:
My role as a son is to make sure

-ple for favours. -
He trled to beat 1

" that wha ever-he left behind ‘that -

That S my duty.

0: Youwerea one-term MP What
prompted - you to - enter ‘politics -

g ’and why aren t you Stlll actlve"

- A: My father tried to dissuade me

-from politics. He wanted me to bea

businessman. He felt you should be -
rich before you enter politics. The

reason I went in was because peo-

ple kept a.sklng me: Why a.ren’t* -

youin polities?”.. "
‘And once I went into politics they
- said:” ‘What are you doing here?”’

~And then they tried to.get me

out. And once I was out and enjoy-
ing life: agam they said: “Why are

you out?” (Laughs) Who wants o

comeback? - -

‘Not that-1 didn’t try 1 pay RM1 -
-every.yéar to be a member (of Um- -
no) and T contest to be a delegate
(at its annual assembly), and 1 al- :

~wayslose (laughs)

abouthisillness"

never asked me.

you were aware of h]S lllness‘"

: A Razak dldnt kacau (mterfere) ,

~in that sense- He just didn’t-want

people to know: there was. some- .

 thing wrong with him and he didn’t

want s to publish the book in h.lS :
- book) : commumism and commu- :

- lifetime. We a.ppreCIated that. -

Q: What was Dr Ismall hke asa

father" ‘

Ai He was. . very, very ‘strict.- He
wanted meto understand that ]llSt

Y3
Everyone thmks were alnght

cause Dr- MacPherson {Dr Ismail’s:
_phiysician) was our neighbour and..
he"used ‘to’ come’ over every day.

~ One day, I had'an. argument with.

.. my father and my mother pu;lled .

‘me aside and said: “You can’t talk

- to your father like that, you know::
“he’smotwell” - .

he probably wouldn’t live long be-
cause of hlS failinghealth"

A He dldwrrte tome wheanasm
“Australia and said:"“If anyﬂnng
happens to me; there’s going to be

- Q:DidR Kk the,t kn ~enough money for your-education, -
Q: Did Razak know that yoy knew

Idon’t ward you! 10 ) WOETY abottme"

o because you re; gomg through your

A He knew I had the Tnemoirs but
he didni’t know. “what:1 knew. He :

exams
- He dldn’t try 1o conceal it. He
said'a doctor should not lie tolus

o patients. -
Do you think he suspected that’ =

Q: The book nges a fu]ler plcture
of hlstoncal events

A:Whenyou look atMalaysa;nlus- '

“tory from what you know, what you
-were told — multiracialism, multi-.
culturalism —: our big problems
have always been (as stated in the .

nahsm o

- Even now, these are all stlll the
issies. T hope that-now, there will
‘be.-a- ‘bit " more -understanding
“among the readers as to why ex-
actlywe are Where We are Tiow.

= o

/ but I'wish I were rich:1wish myfa- .
thier was rich. I wish he'd:been that -
millionaire: doctor ﬂla,t he wa.nted

- tobel * ° AL

E Q: Were' you aware of your fa-
= thersown fatlmghealth‘?

~ A: We were: made aware of 1t be- .

~€}; Did he tell you expheltly that

N

"A Through Iseas 'I know some
ipl Iseas like - Verghese -

di
‘hrary. Sotheytoldme T 2
3 ,since the (Natlonal)
in ted, -

»"A They Just got thelr cop1es last
* ‘week. Tdidn’t give them-any:chance
“to read the draft because, obvios- -
1y, ifyoulét them read the draft, it's
. mever gmngtobepubhshedl T

So1said: “Tm going to take the
responSIbﬂlty Thisis the way itis.

- Youlike it; good Ifyou -don’t] hke it,
- blame me.’: :

* Aildortwanttoask.

Q Did you remove thmgs you felt -
were till too sensmve‘?

By some strange ‘twist
d you well in'un-
o;ect y 8

, and my in- -
', ould have died a -

.age where :
wa,ntto owthelrhentage tsthe

whlch shows we are
people inthenorth.:
_They gettoknow thelr culture by .
i ' “needed. to-tell

ot orthy of ny father
1 the sense that Tm not as straight -
-as he was or ashonestashe wasin'
some-ways: I tend to “bend” a bit -
‘and my father would not have done
W would do. But I have to be-

_ example, i:hat example,” at. your‘
- grandfather.and compare. What - -

. obelstheval-

as. part ofa mixed :
make sure that people always have
e

¥s to prop- -him up and he
ense of 1one]mess He felt -

Beng Spuby
ute of ‘Southeast Asmn
Singapore andwillbe -~

-, availablein ma;or bookstores
. 'soon: :
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