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Abdullah proposes strategle e

By CHOI TUCK WO
twehol@thestar.com, my

DAVOS: Malaysia-has* proposed ar

strategic  partnership  between
Muslims and the West to advance

the economic agenda of the Makkah

Declaratron =
“Prime - Minister
Abdullah -Ahmad Badawi said this
~ would be a historic opportunity to
* help bridge the deep and unhealthy
divide and reconcile the two great
civilisations.

The. partnershrp could take shape

~ through an institdtional platform

that would  bring together the

Organisation of the Islamic Confe-

rence (OIC)y-and the West, he said.
“The root causes (of the divide)

are political but they. should not
become an: obstacle to productive’

collaboration  in " -other - fields,”

Abdullah  said during the plenary .

session on Faith and Modemisation

at the World Economic Forum annu-

al meeting here’ yesterday R
Former British premier Tony Blair

chaired ‘the session. The speakers
‘were Iran's Porch of Wisdom

Cultural Institution president Mahdi

Hadavi, American Jewish Committee

executive fdrrector Dav1d ‘A Harrls
chbi:

include the mappmg ofr jati
and Western support and col
tlon and the 1dent1ﬁc on of

Datuk : Serl :

“clarion call for reform and develop.
. ment in every sphere, includ
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Premier chat: Abd
Economlc Forum on Wednesday. — Bernama

areds of cooperatlon to promote the
declaration's economic agenda.

The Makkah Declaration was
launched by the OIC:in 2005 as a _illiteracy, enhancing the quality of
- education, reducing

pandmg tra

kpartlcularly the:
developed coum;rres

)artnershi

‘ 'tok Blair (rlght) before the Fanh and Modermsaﬂon sessmn at the World

~Abdullah sard in the economic
and social fields, the emphasis was.
on- alleviating poverty, eradicating

disease-and. .

nterprlse to bridge d1V1de

, He said it was also true that many

Muslim countries. were . under-

developed, and faced issues of

poverty,
,empowerment

rlhteracy,

and gender




