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Prime Minister strikes |

KUALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi-
has struck back by hitting out at Tun
Dr - Mahathir -Mohamad, “Tengku
Razaleigh Hamzah and Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim for their crrtrcrsm of
his leadership. -

Stressing that he was not a lembtk -
(soft) Prime Minister, Abdullah said
there were many things that were-
not right in the previous Prime .
Minister’s reign, citing the 1987; '
Operasi: Lalang crackdown, the ero-
sion ‘of confidence -in the judiciary
and lack of freedom in the medla as
examples.

‘He also said Umno was deregrs— ‘
tered under Dr-Mahathir's leader-
ship (in 1988) “but we. never asked
him to step down”.

“There is-no stoppmg hrs sl
accusations. He claims there; is:n

and photos of (former aneMl 5=
. ter)Tun:Hussein Onn and not gi
- _coverage to certain people? .

Government”,

On Razaleigh's recent open crm—
“cism of his leadership, Abdullah said
the Gua Musang MP should “cermin
y - diri”(take a'good look at himself).

“He was the reason Barisan lost
Kelantan to PAS in the first place,” he
said, adding that the Kelantan leader
had done nothmg to win the state
back.——
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-“They would rather take :
court in Singapore, Hong Kong or
Australia so | thought T had todo -
something dbout i :

Team-B  fight in ‘Umno. when
Razaleigh took-on Dr -Mahathir for
‘the party: presidency -and: lost and
the subsequent deregistration of the

“But strength can be mis ‘
added. - . ;

He hoped Dr Mahathrr would lay'— :
off criticismand “give us a chance to

~ the state of the judiciary:
Royal ‘Commission. ef
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do what is bestfor the party and the ‘
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Followrng the 1987 Team A Vs

N

party,. Razalelgh went 6n to form

~ ‘Parti Melayu Semangat 46,

‘In the 1990 general. election,

‘Semangat 46 joined forces with PAS

and managed - to wrest Kelantan~
from Barisan: ;

‘And: since then Barrsan has not
been able to win'it back. Razaleighin :

. _the meantime disbanded Semangat'

and rejoined Umno. ,

On former deputy prime minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim who was
sacked from.the: party in 1998 and
was-trying to make-a political come-

- back, Abdullah said he (Anwar) saw

himself as-“the leader-in-waiting”.

*He’ can- wait -but I'm the. leader
today!” he'stressed.

He also pointed out that when
Anwar' was the country’s number
two he (Anwar) too tried to control
‘the media in terms of what came out
on TV and in print.

““Although he was the deputy
prime minister, he was already act-
ing as the alternative leader to Dr
Mahathir,” he said.

Calling on . all members-to close
ranks, -Abdullah: said- working to-
gether was the most 1mportant

“I cannot accept'an Umno that is
quarrelling among itself at this point
of time as the agenda for the people

~should-be implemented as soon-as

possrble he said.




