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A, But no time frame for handover says Abdullah

eral” assembly in December;: said: -
party president Datuk ‘Seri Abdullahvf .

KUALA LUMPUR: Talks on succes-
sion will begin after the Umno gen-

Ahmad Badawi.

. Indicating that he is contestmg in
the party elections, the prime minis-
ter said yesterday that he and his
deputyDatuk Seri-Najib Tun Razak
would discuss -the matter after the
assembly, which will also see party
“elections being held.

However, he did not glve a time-
frame as to when he w1ll step down :

Vand hand over power to Najib. k
“They have said they will leave it

to me. And they clearly said they will
continue to-support me in the party

-elections,” he told reporters yester-

day -after meeting MPs andstate
assemblymen from Barisan Nasional
component parties.

He was replying to a questlon if
there was a. call from Johor Umno

leaders for a‘timeframe for him to-

step down.
 “They will support me and Datuk
Seri Najib as president and deputy
president. Then [ will think and dis-
cuss with him matters relatmg to the
transfer,” he said.

- When pressed further if he planned
to step down next year or in 2010,

Abdullah said: “I cannot reveal that to’

you. Sorry.”

!—Ie also dismissed talk of him not ",

contesting in party electlons

“Why shouldn’t I contest? Do tell
me,” Abdullah said.

He also emphasised that he want-
ed a smooth transition of power in
Umno when the party was in a

“good condition”.
“I do not want to leave the party in

a chaotic state or tell my successor-
Datuk Seri Najib that this is his prob- -

lem; not mine. That is niot the way.

There will be a transfer he said.
“It was the same last-time during
Tun’ Dr Mahathir’s- tlme when he
handed it-over to me.”- ‘

On whether the calls for him to
quit-were coming from certain par-
ties or the grassroots he said it was
“certam partm;’,. s

cegenorters at the same

1€ Prime Minister would .

discuss the issue with him when the
_time is right.

“The important thing is wedoitina
peaceful and proper manner,” he said.




