Abdullah says younger generatlon of voters ha

PUTRAJAYA: Followmg 1s an ex-
tract of Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi’s interview
with Bernama TV (BTV) commenta-
tor Sharkawi Jirim at Serl Perdana
here yesterday.

The 30-minute interview covered -

various matters related to the 12th
general election last Saturday, in-
cluding ‘Abdullah’s explanation of
the reasons for the Batisan Nasional
losing: its- two- thlrd majorlty m
Parhament

* BIV: Based on the outcome of the
- recent general election, perhaps
Datuk Seri could give an explanation;
of the results,

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING

PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

DATE: 15/ 3 /2008

PM I accept in good falth the
decision of the people, which deter-

" mined the position of the (political) -

parties which participated (in- the
general election). Secondly, 1 have

acknowledged. that the results we

secured are-far different, a decline
from'the results of 2004. - :

There are reasons for this, defi-

nitely, and the primary one is that

the people wanted to state that they
- harboured dissatisfaction in the four
~years that I have been leading the
“Government ‘and, therefore they

wanted'a change,

- As such, Iwill implement whatev-'

er l can 1mplement | understand
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'PM shares views on

- what the people are hopmg for,
"-There may havé been shortcomings -

and weaknesses in the implementa-
tlon These will be rectified. )

- BIV: Personally, what were the
‘most demanding of the challenges in

tership? -

PM: Firstly, it was having to .

understand all the arising problems,
particularly < 'in " connection .. with
interracial relations. Along with the

issues which cropped up from time-
to time, I had to ensure that the rela-

tions were good and there was
always the feeling of mutual respect
and goodwﬂl ‘

| faith the decision’
| of the people«

the four years of your prime minis-

r )
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Secondly, it was of importance to
ensure that the people enjoyed
peace and security. Another major

problem that I am having to put up

w1th now is mﬂatxon followmg the

- drastic increase in fuel prices. This is-

not something that is easy to deal .

1 with but we have dealt with it all
this while and will continue to doso

in the new administration, :
Besides, the national economy

- must-continue to grow and remain

strong. “What- we want for our
national econemy is to achieve suc-
cess, though a little at a time; but

“success which the people aspire for. . !

Only economic strength will guaran-
tee that we secure investments and -
successfully lmplement all the pro-
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needs so that they understand that
this is: the only country where they

, " be. successful in their respective
that it's ‘our young pec pl " careers, hope to secure jobs.

werg voters in this general election.
They* have: their own-. asplratlons
What are their: aSplratlons that we

to be attended to, and we- have. to
;address issues such as these.

w1, feel there is hope for a living, hope to
These are the needs, which héve

1 believe that in addressing: xssues:?{\
“suchas these, what | have to attain is

“‘tions were announced, many quar-

ters were doubtful of Datuk Seri's
position. In fact, there were those

~who said Datuk Seri must retire but,

Datuk Seri- has so far.received

strong support, -not only from:
“Umno but also from Barisan com-

ponént -parties. 'Your’ comment,
Datuk €
“PM: I app pp

the Umno leaders and members a

‘me. [ will not shy away from my -

compared ‘to that in 2004, the:
majority attained this time around>-: m
is a strong majority, only eight seats - caj
fewer than the 148 needed -to :b
secure a_two-third- majority. It is - -be
still the trust, the mandate givento
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