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I\ another 1mportaht hurdle Tast .
week. -

:He managed to contain the
potentlal defection of-his MPS in t
Sabah to the Pakatan Rakyat The -
threat remains but it is no longer on :
red alert. : : - , : 5 -
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad S _ , - ; ~ ward " said: Kampaf Umno-chief -
Badaw1 hasbeen n an - - Datuk R ' ‘

- three of Abdullah’s staunchest oy-
- alists and they have let him down.
Eyebrows have been taised over
T i : & another loyahst ‘Sabah Chief
Tun Dr Mahathlr Mohamad sniping 3 : : : §  Minister Datuk Seri Musa Aman,
from the side ‘ . whose younger brother Anifah -

“He hasbeen fighting bush fire spurhed a-deputy minister post and/
on all fronts,” said an aide to a mi  Oppositi
ister. : , - Some party members:th

And it is awkward, fo say.the 1 ‘party elections at the en
least, going home to a Paka : ‘year will bring some closure 0. -
Rakyat-run state when he visits his_ : - b
Kepala Batas constituency: -~ -

The EGMs advocated by Tengku -
Razaleigh-Hamzah also seem to ST : .
have fizzled out. To date, only four. S : - quietened. dOW ecause people

(N - have made up their minds, some-
whatlike the. sﬂentground
the general electi S i
“Pon't take silence to- mean that
‘everything is okay. That was our
ke during the general electmn ,
We thought the silem
with.us when they had alread;
turned agains
information chl'

g
because it was a thinly veiled
attempt at challengmg hlS leader-

politician’s credit that he has gone

through the party's constitutional " *

channels and, in line-with his: =+
upbringing, he hasbeen both .
reﬁned and restramed in hlS cr1t1—

‘ Lukmanﬂham a long tlme s
Razalenghloyahst claimed that divi-

- sion chiefs-wereafraid to hold:the -
EGMSs becatise of “intef

3 IH havelit- g0

harassment.”: :
“I know we-are: asmallﬂy G Say v VI
buzzmg around the leadershipbut~ | i N ATE SaVInG. “no ;- plan S
. Tengkurhas always been consistent - : ; -y ~ = Muhyiddin Yassin for the No.2 slot ‘
about Umno members exercising - i B ; ' O patc r -and Datuk Seri Najib ] Tun Razak for

their rights.to choose the;r leaders,”
' said Lukman. - - o R
The truth is that Tengku S
Razaleigh, for all his charm and.
charisma, has passed his prime. At_i;
best, he can be a.voice .of cons e,
in Umno the way that Dr. Mahathrf

love or hate him, remains an imper- ‘ “It was our aim, when Johor
ative opinion-shaper in the muntry thig everythmg Isokay’ % for a clear exit plan. We want ¢
However, Abd nade’. But the voices calling for- Ly pre51dent to.be treated with
gentine advances ¢ on sever ts. proud. AR ‘Abdullah to resign have sub is:~
His administration is’ senously v ,' 1l - -Labuan's Suhaili sa:
addressing cost of living issues and 1 yut him on better.  fident that many
he has finally made a bold move to inding. ashis final term:-~ propose that
_teform the ]udlaary and Anti- - j monkey.is-ofth .asthey . unopposed as pa

‘ Corruptlon Agency. They are over—
- due but it is better late than never.
His initiatives for & more profes-

“sional civil service and-police force Peng g
are ongoing' -and the journalistic fra- But he is, stﬂl v R 1} : L
ternify is éxcited about talk of a less “a position of strength given the i il ( ; , and they have be

legislation-cortrotied media, = demands.and.open t threats by the ..~.and Datuk Seri:Naji uty: - - ~"~h1mmmalagmg Fas
But can all these: heIp h1m smr\mre L S i , : T ;

a full term? ** weak, the penphex:y wrll fl Xits.
"~ Maybe yes, maybe no, but ifthese muscles... . =
- reforms go through Abdullah may - While ; many sympa k Vlse w1th the

well go down in history assome - issues raised by the Sab:

. sort of Malaysian Gorbachev;, an: .- - espec1ally the I
-ambivalent hero appreciated. for. hlS “illegal immigrants, the hawks

reforms but also blamed Eor erodmg Umno areasto

the old system R audacfty

party memBers are about the lead-
ership on.and the futnreof -




