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UN Dr Mahathrr Mohamad
ki

ill and had to undergo heart surgery.
““Now that he has recovered, we-

simply -had'to:have him as our VIP

guest,” said Fadzil. “He has

been my ldol ~he chang

Malays s
On Tuesday, Dr
forum in Petalrng ayaor

the fact that he will be 84in ]uly
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But hrs energy level is not what it -
ifh

return to one of his passrons horse

rrdlng, in two months’time.’
Going by his activities in the past
few weeks, hi

He may not ble tog
placesin a day but he has ~
culty staying on his feet for up'to
-two hours talking about political -
issues.’And that'was what he did at _
the Petaling jaya forum where he
was key speaker.

He recejved:a standing ovatron
even before he spoke; and another
_when he finished speaking. But as
one of those present pointed out, he —
,was the star from the moment he

stepped into the hall where he was

greeted by wild applause and cnes :
of p Tun!” :
ch was basrcally;what he

“saying in varyi ms

since the devastatmg ele

“But the most terestrng aspeCt of

the forum / as the number of Umno

Ezan “Umno Youth members

- want to hear it from 'rhe horse s

mouth’

'speakers were. former Selangor

- Mentri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Khir:
- Toye and-Johor Umno mformatlon
chref Datuk-Dr Puad

Dr Puad, the Batu Pahat MP was i
i qu1te blunt i in voicing his concerns

. about weaknesses in Umno and -
-issues facing the party. :
Dr Khir was probably there to

- show he was not in denial about:
- the new political reality and that he -
_ . is prepared to face a hostile crowd. . -
.- But he was badly heckled especially -

~-when he told those who:accused-

< him of corruptlon to check hrs bank :

2 account. s

.stage with '~

har 8
him. Apart from Mukhriz, the other :‘ y
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" Dr Puad: Part of the Johor group
takmg ’rhe Iead on -

‘ about appearing on th : same Stage
as Dr Mahathir but, as they say, we -

are living in interesting times.

© Said P} Utara-Umno Youth deputy: o
. chief Mohd Ezan Taib: “Iam aloyal
" Umno man but | wanted to hear it -

from the'horse's mouth. Peoplé are

< talking about a change in leadershi
but what we need is to.reformthe. =~
party and restore conﬁdence among :

supporters.”
~Another.Umno Youth po 'trcran

 said: “We are looking for different -
-~ viewpoints. Some younger people -

eir rnmd, that the oid voices:

and restless as eve three weeks

The Umno ground rs resﬂess and in the absence of a strong rallylng force from wnhm the party, more party
members may be drawn to Tun Dr Mahathlr Mohamad s call for reform. '“/‘ i me ‘- w( -

1(}])5

- tions, the Johor voices argued that
the. ground already simmering,
“would boﬂ over if the: poIls were f
~_putoff.
Unimo leaders frorn  Johor have
- always been different from:those in -
-other statés: They see themselves as
. oprnron—shapers and often take the -
lead on'issues affecting the party
-~ and Malays They were among the
earliest to come to terms with the -
March 8 political tsanami.
"The Johor group’ that the old

¢

“seems to have prcked up fr :

~where he left off before he was hos—
_pitalised last year. In the absence of
a strong: rallying force within Umno

 dictate certain issues in the party
" For exarnple his proposal to abohsh :
edee

e,dral abit further Fed up
1h‘was ot' respondlng o

post ,

’epomtrshe ‘
e media.work. he i

atuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad |
ut as some have pornted

: mrsconstrue our presence at the
forum. We are not trying to createa
‘movement. TunMahathlr is lrke our

The Umno ground “as confuse:

V “what is happenrng on the ground ‘
* and that's why we are mterested m
~ what he has to say.”
cdatis
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" sian protests over the Cabrnet posts =



