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k HE 1960s, although a tumul- -
! tuous decade for many other

reasons, was relatively quiet in

terms of intervention by the Malay

Rulers in mattets of. adnnnlstrauon

to,graphy of Mahathlr Mohamad

00 Boe Telk argues that “Mahathir 5

rily an outand out ..

- strong modernising soverergns such
~as Peter the Great and the Meiji -
Ernperor ‘but his attitude towards™

: the Malay royalty ‘was less admir- ’

In 1977 the Sultan-of Kelantan
_ attempted to intervene in a crisis
caused by the deteriorating relations
between PAS and Umno (then ina
 short-lived alliance). - and the nascent Umno leadership as
: ~ a conflict between ‘rulers and raky-
' Then CHE, Det stood with

from PAS wrthout electrons 4
called. - : :
Unrest followed, Wthh was ample
pretext for the Federal Government
to declare a State of Emergency in ~
Kelantan. In the subsequent State
elections, Umno came to p
situation that t ‘Sultan ha

trymg to avoid.

Things were heatmg up else-- .
‘where, too. In 1977 the Sultan of
Perak ostracised his Mentri Besar to
the point that he was forced to
resign. In 1978, the Sultan of Pahang -
rejected the Umno nominee for MB

loyalty of the Malays.”
- -Whatis almost certaifr is thatﬁr
‘Mahathir Would have been aware
‘that the independent-minded
* Sultans of Perak and Johor were the
two most likely candidates to
become the next Agong in 1984.
Indeed, their Highnesses were -

public distress.

'~ capacity as Head of Religion'in his .-

’methods used to calculate the tim-

.19405) had cast the 1949 i
' conflict between the Malay royalty ‘

shortly to demonstrate their autono--
~“my in ways thatled toa measure of -

THE STAR

Ha Raya Puasa and chose the

approach and had questloned where '
. the army’s loyalty rested.” T
" Whatever the case may be, on Aug :
* 1, the Government brought the -
* - Constifution (Amendment) Bill 1983
5.0 before both houses of Parhament,
- Uniino and its supporters or to f el

and it was quickly passed. -

deemed to have done so, and the

8 law»conld come into €effect.
State, looked at the two permrssrble ‘

“~“Second, it introduced parallel pro—

visions removing the need for a

o | Tltwlmw

| ln the second segment of Rui:ng the Ru!ers, an analysis of the k

, ehallenges faced by the Malay Rulers over the years, Wrde Ang1e _.'
exammes the post-Merdeka period.

~-local media,

’,fverymuchmv ed
in’ " and compromrses of party politics.™

- _Thebill put forward 22 amend- - .
ments to the Federal Constitution,
- including three very significant - -

changes to the | posrtron of the Malay
Rulers j
~* First, it removed the need for the o
Agong to give his Royal Assenit tea
‘piece of legislation before it could be

' gazetted as law, Instead, it stlpulated
that if the Agong did not givehis: - - .
, - Assent within 15 days, he was
In 1982, the Sultan of Perak, inhis .

-consent of the Conference of Rulers.”
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* Assent to legislation. It meant that if

Parliament voted to abolish the

"~ monarchy, the Rulers wouldbe .~ .
_powerless to stop them. - - '

Tensions continued tobuild

- ,"behmd the scenes. It was only in’ -

' Sultan to grve his Assent to State e
Claws. e
" Third; it transferred the power to"

" declare an Emergency fromithe -

Agong (who was, in ‘any case, sup-.
* posed to act on the advice of Cabinet -

~ in this regard) drrectly to the Prime:

- Minister, who was not obliged to act

" 'on anyone’s advice.

The aneMmlster’s ‘Department

'had orderéda press blackout on the

Constitution (Amendment) Bill 1983 .~
and, so, while the fact of the bill's
passing was mentioned, its signifi-
cance was downplayed and the ~

: - speech’ opposrhon toit by DAP’s

LimKi ‘Si’ang' drd not appear in
For the followmg two months

" nothing appeared But a nght royal i

storm was brewing.
“ Immediately, the llberal mtelh—

- gentsia opposed the provision that
d the Prime Minister to. uni=_ ..

laterally declare an Emergency
“On Aug 2, 1983, ai

There is no: constitutional mecha- -

*nism for ensuring that hé will not -

“use his emergency powers against
his political foes from any quarter, -

- “Itis simply not poss1ble topre-
vent an ambitious Prime Minister in

- the future from emerging as a

“supremo’ after the prod'amatron of

~ an emergency.”

“But, under the strict press black-

--ouft, it was not reperted.

Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the

. .. public; the Agong, under pressure

from his fellow Rulers, refiised to - _

- - give his Assent to.the Bill. - -

“The Rulers maintained that the
Bill contravened Article 38(4) of the
Constitution, which stated that “No
‘law directly affectmg the privileges, -

- position, henours or dignities of the
Rulers shall be passed without the

The Rulers had also come'to
understand the full legal implica-
trons of removmg the need for Royal

, ) talking about it here..
*she was caught talking about itata.
. party not knowing that behind her

ctober when Senu Abdul Rahman

crrculated a letter condemmng the '

y writing about them in the pages -
~of this newspaper, that Malays1ans

' woke up to the-crisis.:

There were also drsagreements
‘within Umno; as Gordon P: Means
notes in Malaysian Politics: the -
Second Generation, “... many in the
ruling coalition were drstressed by

 the contents of the amendments and
o the confrontational style of Dr
Mahathrr towards the Malay Rulers.”

Some establishment figures

' belreved fne Prime Minister had far- |

reaching aims. In a 1988 interview

*  transcribed in K Das & The Tunku
_ " Tapes, Tunku Abdul Rahman and the -
véeteran Joumahst drscuss the const1- '

tutional crisis. ‘

"If one can look past the brtchy,
surat layang (porson pen letter) tone
‘of their stories about Dr Mahathir’s -
‘children, one can get a snapshot of

: the groundswell of suspicion.

- Tunku: “You see, the Malays have

' ’a cause for adat, resam and soon .

* tradition, 1 have a tespect for it but
- he has none. He dislikes it. You'see,
 his whole aim is to upset the consti-

d tum)thrs countryintoa-
is son was in London talk-
‘Ing quite openly’ amongst the stu-

*dents that his father is going to be
. the first President of Malaya.” '

“Das: “I' head his daughter was also
Apparently

was one of the Tengkus from Negri.

© Sembilan who overheard it. She said
that as soon as the constitution

i ,amenclment is srgnecl, itis ﬁnrshed

"+ we can becomea republlc i

Against this background of suSp1— ”
cion, the 1983 constitutional crisis

. ’sprlled out into the-open, and the
i conﬂrct grew éven more intense.

In the next instalment of Ruling -

_the Rulers, Wide Angle will Jook at the

propaganda war and the resolution .

" of the crisis. And, the other crises
. that'lay in wait for Dr Mah thlr and
“the Malay Rulers R

" Huzir Sulazman wntes for theatre
* film, television, and newspapers. -




