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As the Ieader of Pakatan Rakyat Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim has been described as ‘Prlme Mmlster-m-waltmg but
does he really have the numbers to form the government or is he just playlng mmd games" :

INSIGHT

JOCELINE TAN

\ ATUK Seri Anwar 'Ihrahlm ‘

, was all smiles when he -
accompamed his wife Datin"
Seri Dr Wan 'Azrzah Wan Ismarl to -

It was also his
Parliament since
and he:was not quite sure what to:
_expect. Dr Wan Azizah was her
demure seIf but Anwar looked a trl-

suit and vrolet tieeven though hlS
songkok was shghtly tﬁted -
: friends

*Time Magazine named him as
_among the 100 most influential
‘people in the world.. ~
Anwar is back in the polltlcal
spotlight amid claims that PR will
form the govemment before the -
year isout.: - : S
- Talk of crossovers fr the
~Barisan Nasmnal to PR has b
swirlinig smce the March
tions. ..
.. On Wednesday, Tun Dr Mahathlr
Mohamad added grist to the mill.
when he said that Anwar's threaf of
taking over should be taken seri-
ously and that he was a force to be
reckoned with.
It was a stunning admlssmn that
‘led PKR Youth chief Shamsul
Iskandar to quip: “I'm in-agreement.
.with Tun Mahathxr for the ﬁrst time: -
in 10 years '
But it is possible that both Dr
“Mahathir and Anwar are playing -
mind-games. They are’both such
“consummate political aninials, -
- always a step ahead of the rest and
“with that innate instinct o seize the
pohtlcal moment: And both have
-that rare X-factor, 7
- “Sources close to Dr: Mahathlr say
the former is using Anwar as the

“bogeyman to scare Umno members .

into expedltmg a leadershlp tran51
tion in their party.-

- Asfor Anwar, the endiess dlSCUS
sions abeut his bemg Prime -

Minister-i n—wamng ‘has bumlshed :

his image beyond expectations.
Even if he does not make it, he w111
Temain a | ivotal political figure.

But stﬂhqaestrons abound about -

bers what are they aiting
When is he s gomg to contest the hy

electlon that he has been‘ ] i

much about? S

The PR needs only 30 more seats
“to-secure a simple majonty in’
Parliament. -

But there.are prlontles to be sort-
ed out before Anwar can really lay
claun to. Putrajaya.

< First, he needs more than a srmple
- majority.A govemment formedon
crossovers is unstable enough; what - -
more'with only a slim majority.-

. Second, the Malay composxtlomn
 the takeover government has:to- .

_reflect the national scenarioifhe .~ -
‘does not wish to add to the instabil-. .
__ity. The bulk of crossovers will have -

1o compnse Umno MPs,. ;s
“Third is the question ofhamng to

facea snap general election ifhe

_does manage to pull off a. coup

- Would his coalition be able teface '

. the voters for a fresh and !egitlmate
.mandate?

ﬂuestlon ofethics

Fmally;, there is the questlon of
ethlcs and prin¢iple. The PR had
pronused a better and cleaner g gov-.

_-ernment, a new politics as they call . N

At Takmg Putrajaya by theback -
. door is not new politics. In faet, i

. would be the very sort'of o pol i
. tics they have been.so critic:

"The scenario, as such i

- more comphcated than jﬁSt people '

. “crossmg the ﬂoor in Parhament o

Some claim he has secured com-

*'mitment from barely-half of the 30
he needs, whlle others say he-has ©

up 1o 50 names on the list.
The assumption so far is that he

* has his'eye on Sabah and Sarawak

'MPs but, said former PKR Youth
chief Ezam Mohd Noor, his main

- sula.”
> response in Sabah is said to-

- 'At'the Sarawak Leglslatlve
Assembly this-week, PKR's Ione
assemblyman Dominique Ng .
announced that there were more .

- than 10 MPs in Sabah who.are”

ready to cross over but *
of Sarawak, he was notat

L was nOf mused and erupted in

uts of, “Never!” -

{ ught between th ir

Vdesire of federal power and thei'r s
: stand against p'arty'hopping.

Its government in'Kelantan had
“hung on'by a thread after the 2004

~abeut Umno trying fo lureits:
assemblymen It cannot nowcome ,

“The Malay and Muslim factor is ..
very crucial for him,” said Ezam.

1.G nnot t: take what they say
- lightly. They are genuinely unhap-
: py,” sald DAP strateglst Llew Chm

\Malaysm aMuslmyouth ,oup) P
: »’days the lattei has the aumbers to

PAS is even more tompromised i : £

) ranges from 30 to the low 4 s. He

- wants a fair spread:of politicians -

o from Sabah, Sarawak and the pemn—'
sula and they will j join out of gen-

polls and it had been righteous -

~ targetismmo MPs from the' penln;. “eroSE




