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that his raising of the keris was among the.

causes of the Barisan Nasional’s poor perfor—
~mangce in the general election.

~.-Apologising to: all Malay51ans for his. actronw,
he said:“If it affected anyone, 1 cannot run’
away from the:reality of it. | apologrse to the, ‘

non-Malays and the Malays. -
- “To-the non-Malays because of the fear to a
symbol which was not-my: intention: And
the Malays for not being; able to’ uphold ther
symbol of heritage.” ¢ - ‘
Describing it as a “sad lesson" he sard as
leader,  he must_ be  gracious and -acceptthe
e consequences because the:party came first.
* The wieldingof the keris- was introduced
the Umno Youth assembly in 2005 to Symbi
ise Malay: tradition. At the start of the asser
bly, a procession carrying the keris would:pr
- ceed to the hall to-hand it to the Youth chi
who would then unsheathe and kiss it.

-=In the 2006 assembly, there was uneasiness
among ‘non-Malays - when-some speakers g

made racially slanted remarks about using the
keris, Things were made worse as the procee
mgs of the assembly were telecast live.

MC€A-and several other :Barisan component; .

party leaders criticised the use of the keris in
stch a:manner.

‘However, Hrshammuddm had then defend-.
ed his action, saying the kens was a symbol of

Malay culture
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er; however dld not want to say 1f the |

,rg mno-Youth assemblies.

"i‘ters after charrlng a BN Youth central -
] M

igneswaran, and- Umno Youth deputy
diry Jamaluddin, -

mimuddin:also said-the- BN Youth pro—
at:the coalition’s representatives from
d Sarawak be given more recognition,

~He''said Barisan leaders 1n the pemnsula
could: shareand learn:from the experience of

their Sabah- and -Sarawak counterparts on
issues such as relrglon and racial relatrons L

 of kissing the keris would be stopped \

s is not the forum to discuss it,” he told |

‘We recognise the role and contribution: of
:Saba,‘, -and Sarawak BN (in the general elec- -
/tion), and.they are now the. anchor and back-f
bone of BN,” he added.’ '*




