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Overcooked
by politics

It was been a wild, wild week as PKR de facto leader
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim almost single-handedly

turned the politics of this country topsy-turvy as he
fought off accusations that he had sodomised a former

aide.

EN PR leaders began theii two-
day political retreat last weekend at
the (uality Hotel in Shah Alam, they

were inan upbeat mood,

They were there to assess thelr progress
and chart the "road map to Putragaya,” as one
of them had put it

Bt minutes after their svening session had
beggan, news of an alleged sodomy complaint
against Datuk Seri Amwar Ibrahim e them
Iikeer @ tonme of bricks ,

“It was shocking. so surreal. Who would
think something Hie this would happen
again?” sald Nik Mazmd Nik Ahmad, a former
aide to Anwar and now Serl Setia assembly-
ML,

A thee divastating news spread like wildfive
via SMS, many PER leaders must have filt the
workd crumbling arownd thedr sars,

A very long and bizarre weelk In Malaysian
politics was about to begin

When DAP MP for Bukit Bendera Lisw Chin
Teengt arrived at the hotel at alsat 1.30am to
offer moral support, the PKR core beadesship
were huddled in discussion in a sudte on the
24th Noor,

Amwar wias genulnedy amdous and he said:
“Maybe we were miving too fast”

“Ultraman,” the same that some PAS plitf-
cians have for Ameiar, had come down 10 sarth
with a sobering thud,

PER presicent Datin Ser Wan Azkzal W
small lnoked visibly tense and she told Liew
that this time, at beast, the children were all
frown up and she did not have to escplain to
tharmn.,

Most of those in the room hardly slept that
night but the next day, they were on the
attack.

PER leaders Mashed plotures of Amwar's
accuser, Saiful Bukfiar Azlan, a handsome 271
year-old former aide, posing with 4 string ol
Umano minksters. The most damaging was one
ol Satful with an official of the Deputy Prime
Minister in the Latter's office complex

Even though the pictures did not prove any-
thing PKR leaders had clated round one of
the perception war,

Overnight, the accused party had timed
ACCLSET,

Cn Tuesakay night, as Aswar stood before a
capacity ceramah crowd at the indoor stadinm
In Shat Alami, the pressure and straln was
obvvious, His face booked drawn and his eyve-
e were arched in a deep frowin

He wias still in the white and grey checked
ahirt he had wom to the Shah Alam palice sta-

| ton earfier on in the afternoon. He had et
hind E3mie (o change and even bess rest,

There has been & media pandemonium
everywhere he has gone the past few days, A

| photographes caught in one of those media
|rn=';hr.. sald that even David Beckham and
Posh Spice would not attract as much atten-
[thom i they came oo towm.

| Accusations and counter-acousations have
{fhown like bullets from both sides of the politi
cal divide and the rapidly ehanging events
woere all Ehat miost adull Malaysians could talk
about the past week

They have been consumed by the political

developments or as one editor wid, Malay
{sians have been *overcooked by politics

Said another editor; “They say 3 week is a
Hlong tme but in Makiysia, 24 haurs i a long
Hme in politics.”

Because of the way svents were unfolding

[EH Lt bnto the mighit, editors have harl to

The Suv- 61|

Salful: Tha handsome 23-yoar-old looking
calm in the eye of the starm
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seramible to update the front page of the paper
past the hour of what is known as putting ||1r
pager to bed

By midweek, it was apparent that Anwar
hadl his guns trained on no kess than Deputy
Primne Minkster Datuk Seri Majib Tun Razak,

Ar et another packed press conference,
Anwar accused s Umno cival of invalvemsent
I the: Altantunya case, citing from a stantory
declaration by a private investigator connect-
eel b0 murder accused Razak Raginida,

Some of the allegations were as outlandish
as those made in another statutory declara-
tion regarding Majilys wife Datin Seri Rosmah
Mansor, and Najits did nof waste tinse quash-
ingg them the same day, Matly denying any
connection to the dead Mongolian lover of
Razak,

Political tit for tat

The name of the game seemed o be that if
one party can be accused of sodomy, then the
other party could be accused of egually outra
EeOus acts

It was 4 sort of palitical Bt for tat except
that it was no child's play because the stakes
are rremendous, Personal repatations were at
stake and political careess at risk

“They accuse s of conspiracy but what do
e have to gain from this? We'ne beiing
banged right, beft and centre by peogle on the
Internet, We don't want a repeat of 1998
becawse it ruined the reputation of so many
peoplhe but we cannot lave him betiling the
podice, pudiciary and Umno leaders,” said
Limna Youth secretary Datuk Rahman Dahlan,

Unfortunately, it is no longer about who |s
bedling the eruth or who i iight or wiong It s
about public pereeption and what peoaple
Believe or wamt to belicve, which Ill{ﬁadm
seermn to anderstand very wiell going by thed

Bizarro week: Evon with the sodamy clalma hanging evar him, Anwar has haan ahle to

dictate the course of svents to his advantage

damage control,

The way Anwar has dictated events follow-
ing the explosive police report is pretty amaz-
Ingg and something that the ruling coalition
canmot ignare if it wants to remain the ruling
coalition,

First, was the way PER was able to so swift-
Iy cast doubts on Saiful by exploiting his so-
called tes with Umno leaders, It showed sow
well they used the power of technology and
their connections to the Uniten [raternity
wihere Salful had studied before dropping ous,

Second, seeking refuge at the Turkish
Embassy focused international attention on
Armarar's plight, He also wanted the diplomatic
Imrmunity because he was paranold — and
Justifiialsly so — about a repeat of 1998 when
muished men with autormatic weapons burst
Inte his howse to arrest lim o front of his
Famdly,

»The allegations are
God's way of reminding
him that he is human.
He thought he was
Ultraman, flying so high,
fighting monsters«

AN LILAMA FROM KELANTAN

N

Thind, was the way he fanned speculation of
a consparacy against hm by claiming that he
wats bt b announce a by-election, that four
P wiere about to jump and that he had
frroof that the Attomey-General Tan 5o Gani
Patall and Tan Sef Musa Hassan, niow the IGT
hadl plisteed sgainst him,

And fnally, there was that very wild
attempt to Nk Majib to Altantuya

"He set out i influesce pubilic opinion by
creating doubts and tearing down the credshil-
ity of the other side. It's ddiculous ea think we
would try anything Hie that after what hap-
pened the last tme, We'ne not that crazy and

the claim of a death threat bs beyond redicy
lous” salid an Umno official,

A Merdeka Centre survey showed that only
6% of Malays believe in the allegations anid
that 585 of them belleve the allegations are
|.1r||iric.1lfly motivated, It was painful proafl of
1o the ruling coalition is seill strugating in
thet hattle for credibility,

In fact, Anwar has done such a grand job of
turning the pelitical crisis to his advantage
that some in U every supgested Anwar
had hatched the plot himself, But that would
b lilee Tun Or Mahathir Mohemar claining
that Anwar's Black eve was self-inflicted,

[ Mahathir has been rather quiet, Bt he
rrst suredy knenw that one of thie reasons wi
Auvwar is ahwad i the perception war is
becanse of the fiasco of the 1998 round of
allegations,

By the end of Malaysia's kg weel in pals
tics, the Bsue seemed bess about the sodomy
claims agadnst Anwar than about how the
Ciovernment was conspiring against him, He
had Mipped the spotlight glare tw Majib and
other govermnment fguies

The entire episode eclipsed the mid-term
review of the Sth Malaysia Plan and the day-
bongg bechinical breakrown at the KLSC en
Thursday did not help the situation, It was a
field day for conspiracy theorlsts.

Merdeka Centre directar brahim Sulfian
satid Anvar had been trailing in Malay suppor
because of FKR's need to take a multi=ethnic
st on jssues,

“Hee waonild have regained some ground
among the Malays with this” said Ibrabim

PAS leaders have stayed on the sidelines
unlike previously when they were at the fore
front in defemnding Anwar, i

Bt said an ulama from Kelantan: "He is
innocent until proven guilty but the allega-
tians are God's way of reminding him that he
% human. He thought he was Dftraman, fying
s high, fighting monsters.”

Hevwever, Anwear 15 Gar from grounded no
matter lww desperte he seemed to be or
hevew welld some of his allegations,

He has turned around an acverse sitiation,
auit hils accusers under alege dmd, like it or not;
1 s showen that e intencls m fight to the
el



