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THE STAR
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The polmcal tsunaml has Ievelled the playmg fleld and it |s gomg to be a W|de *‘Qpen race for the Umno Youth Ieadershup

UST three weeks ago they
were wagmg a fierce election-
campaign and raining accusa--

__tions on each other.

But on Thursday, all that seemed-
" far behind them when the newly-
'~ elected and-re-elected MPs turned

up in Parliament for a briefing. -

And- this ‘was: perhaps best illus-
trated in a photograph -of PKR’s
Meriiber of Parliament for Batu Tian

Chua and Barisan Nasional’s MP for -

Rembau Kharry Jamaluddin walking
together in-the . Parhament lobby;
wearing their best smiles, -

Khairy has been keeping a rather ‘

"low profile since the elections. He is
aware of the mood out there about
him and the pressure is not about to
end justyet.. :

*As such,“the man who many

assumed would inherit the Umno
Youth chief's:chair is now watchir‘rg_

- the action from the sidelines.

It is still' a good -eight months

before the Umno elections: but the
. race for the Umno Youth leadership
has effectively begun.

‘Datuk Seri Hishammuddin’ Tun

Hussein flagged off the race when he
-announced that he would not “be

defending: adership of the wing:

It was. . breaking news be-
cause Hisha ddin was known to
be eyeing’t He three vice-pres-

ident's pots since last year, Some
even thought the announcement
was Hishammuddin's way of divert-
ing the attention of Umno Youth

- resentment

Malay mrdclle ground with him as

* . gamesreally: begm :
- More. candldates are- llkely to
emerge in the meantime. The possi- .
bilities are lawyer Razali Ibrahim
‘and chartered . accountant Datuk
_Norza Zakaria, the Youth heads for
Johor and Federal Terrrtory respec-
tively. :
: They have probably not jumped i in
- yet because they  do 'not have the.
sort of war chests that Mukhriz-and
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members from the party S post-elec— :
tion woes. : :
Whatever his reason, the contest .
for Umno Youth chief is going to be a
wide-open race. ‘
-To date, Datuk' Mukhriz Mahathi
and Datuk Seri. Dr Khir Toyo h

- Razali may be the dark horse be—
- cause he is closely allied to Hisham-
muddin who has reportedly asked .
~-him to consider going for the post.

It is. not: necessarily all over for
Khairy -because the Umno Youth
Perlis, Penang, Perak, Pa-

post. o
“The olrtl )

“has. levelled the playmg fiel
fear factor is not there anymo k
people are not afraid to challenige :
the status quo,” said an Umno -

- has our support sard
; h‘ heacl'«Datuk

Civil exchange: Tian Chua

politician. ’ 5
To put it bluntly, few had béen . arrive at Parliament Hous . The catc
prepared to take on Khairy who AR ' re appointed by the Umno Youth

hief and they do not. always com- -
nd the- ground. -
fact, their act1ons have often
iticised-as reflecting the in-
“terests of the leadership rather than
‘the sentiments on the ground.
lvlleanwhrle Khairy “is . playing it
ool t
He has neither confirmed nor drs—
“missed his options but said he needs
to listen to the grassroots’ views
before making a decision,

* the next Youth leader. o
Besides, -at only 33, he canafford -
to hold on to. his No 2 post “the
wing. ¢
But, as an Urino strategist pomted :
_out, three people had a part in the
jperfect storm during the elections:
~ - One'was; no doubt, Khaif{iand
controversial statements. The other
was Hishammuddin who wielded
“the keris. Then there- was Dr Khir
whose state officers demolished the

then the leading contend

But Khairy has suffered cof
able political damage from th
tions and few see him going for the
post for a number of reasons.
Firstly, ‘his candidacy. will cause
spill over:

ut these are early days e
‘ominations for posts, including
those for the Youth wing, will take
place when division meetings start-
in October and that s when the

the Prime Mini g
want that. Secondly, public opinion
is against him and Umno may havea
harder time winning back the non-




