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; Everythmg seems to have gone his way so far but Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s dream of becoming Prime Minister
may be halted by an antl-hoppmg law now in the making.

, JJHEN Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
3 turned 60 last year some thought he

was entering the sunset of his politi-
cal career.

‘But the milestone year has 1nstead been a
major turning point for him.

%z: t : 7t
and his eldest daugh
And he is, by most accounts, p}anmng fo join
them in Parliament soon. :

Azmin Ali, his long-time loyallst and now
Gombak MP, prefers to take it a step further:
“Anwar will be the next Prime Minister.”

A year ago, most people would have laughed
in Azmin’s face, but after what happened on
March 8, it is best to keep a
straight face.

Today is the last day of
the five-year ban prohibit-
ing Anwar from electoral
‘politics and the PKR is-
planninga gathermg in

future role in the country s pohtlcs .

Morale ssmiong the party rank-and-file is
sky—hlgh a@d
whether AHWar caft really become ‘the’

‘Parhamen&» efore. it. can happern.Sc
“suggested that he fa
~ships available to the states

Pakatan Rakyat :

“:+ But a semator is only.a me

Negara or Senate which has, over the years
become an easy route for some p011t1c1ans to
join the Cabinet.: :

Anwar's aim is set much hlgher To be ane

Minister, hie has‘to be the leader of the Dewan -
- Rakyat or Parliament. Hence, he would have to . a
. force a by-election; and contrary to some |

reports, a:by-election cantake place: anytlme
after the general election.

now held by newbie Loh Gwo Burne, arguably
Malaysia’s most famous amateus video maker..
But the money is still on Bandar Tun Razak
because incumbent Tan Sri Khalid Ibrahim has
more than enough on his plate now that he is
Selangor Mentri Besar. '
Besides, as DAP strategist and Bukit Bendera
MP Liew Chm Tong pointed out, Bandar Tun
‘Razak best reflects the Malaysian profile with
a voter make-up of 53% Malays, 40% Chmese
‘and 7% Indians and other races. T
“Bandar Tun Razak will be “easy for h1m

His party PKR now has the ‘most_seats... .
; -~ ernment through Crossovers from the ‘Barisan
" Nasional side.
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the most-asked quesuon is

: beiaeves that? . . ]
“-- Y +have only one word for them - oppor—

Some think he will contest in Kelana Jaya~

- very antl-estabhshment said Liew.
Winning a by-election will be the easy part

for Anwar. The challenge is getting enough

MPs to form the majority in Parliament.

" Ethies is not a very popular word in politics,

but thete are some who are not very comfort-

able with the idea of forming the federal gov-

PAS politicians, in partlcular have been
ambivalent about- it because their Kelantan
Government would have collapsed if any one
of their assemblymen had crossed over to

~Umno after the 2004 election, _

“It’s unethical. We have always been against
-the practice,” said a top national PAS leader.

If it were the Barisan-that was doing the

- - enticing, there would have
been howls. of bribery and
money . politics’ emanating
from the other side;

~.Some. even ‘think it is
equwalent to"a political
coup ‘d'etat. -People who

~joined ‘PKR: because they

s think it stood for justice,

uith and principle, have been silent on the

issue or are even compliant with the idea.

“We cannot stop them if they beheve in the

, ot ‘out of pecuniary
‘ ; hcﬂreally

" tunists. Anwar would be cheating voters who
~+had ‘¢thosen the Barisan Nasional,” said Johor
“Baru MP Datuk Shahrir Samad. ‘
Opportunities like these.do not come very .
often and the notion of poweris: probably too
seductive to resist for PKR-politicians. It is pos-
~sible that some of them-are already fantasising
e ) - will be holding.
“Anwar is said to have cont icted many MPs,
‘and to have ailist of potential crossovers. Some
have pointed out that he should just-do it and
not merely talk about it. He is probably waiting
till he is sitting int Parliament, or he would only
be handing over the top post to PAS:

But time is not on his side. He cannot wait
too long because of the anti-hopping law that
the Barisan is planning to table. Once the law.
comes into effect, Anwar will be, at most, the
Opposition Leader.

-“It is now-or never. If he doesnt get there
soon, there won't be.another time for him,”
sald Liew. ‘ :

‘because the Chmese there are the ‘Cheras  type’ -



